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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBSTER of Florida). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 12, 2016. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL 
WEBSTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian 
Pate, one of his secretaries. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

MAY IS STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, we 
understand that the Speaker of the 
House is receiving a special visitor 
today: the heavyweight, undisputed 

champion and leader of the Republican 
Party, the person who speaks for every 
single House Republican, the Presi-
dential nominee of the Republican 
Party. And just so that we are clear on 
how important this visit is, I hold in 
my hand the actual menu from the caf-
eteria today. This is the menu from the 
Senate Carryout, and today’s special 
is—wait for it—taco salad. They even 
have little pictures of the taco salad. 

The Republicans love the Hispanics 
so much that they put taco salads on 
the menu so that we can honor the love 
and affection that their Presidential 
nominee feels for each and every one of 
us—the Hispanics. I am sure that that 
love and respect extends to all the 
working men and women in the cafe-
terias, not just one part of Hispanics, 
but the other working men and women 
who are part of the Blacks, the Asian, 
and the Whites. They work hard every 
single day in the cafeterias of the Cap-
itol and the surrounding buildings. It is 
not something I am proud of, but the 
reality is many of them don’t even 
make a living wage. 

Oh, and, look, it says here that May 
is Strawberry Festival Month in the 
cafeterias. Now, let’s see if we can 
guess who picks the strawberries that 
will be served in the cafeterias, shall 
we, Mr. Speaker? I would venture to 
guess that every single strawberry that 
is served on yogurt to Members of Con-
gress will have passed through the 
hands—rough hands—of an undocu-
mented immigrant. Whether it was 
growing them, picking them, packing 
them, shipping them, unloading them, 
or some other part of the process, the 
Strawberry Festival Month really 
means ‘‘undocumented farm worker 
month.’’ 

We are all complicit. Any food you 
eat will have been touched by undocu-
mented immigrant hands, immigrants 
that the Republican Party wants to re-
move from our country by the mil-
lions—11 million people, their families, 

their businesses, their homeownership, 
their consumer buying power, their 
U.S. citizen wives and husbands, and 
their U.S. citizen children. They have 
all got to go. 

Now, it was less than 2 years ago, up-
stairs in this building, that the re-
spected chairman of the House Rules 
Committee said to me, in a committee 
hearing, that he was unaware of any-
one in the Republican Party, he said: 
‘‘There is no one in responsible Repub-
lican leadership who would suggest or 
support mass deportation.’’ He said it 
was ‘‘inflammatory’’ for me to suggest 
otherwise, just 18 months ago. He said 
it was ‘‘extremely distasteful’’ of any-
one, including me, to suggest Repub-
licans would favor driving out 11 mil-
lion immigrants. 

Now the standard bearer, the leader, 
the nominee, Orange Chief—El Jefe 
Anaranjado—who is leading the party 
into the November election is calling 
for the mass deportation or removal of 
11 million people, in detail, out loud. 

So as we eat our taco salads today or 
have a sweet, delicious strawberry, I 
hope my colleagues chew on the words 
and keep in mind the philosophy and 
values your leader is espousing on the 
campaign trail on your behalf, the de 
facto head of the Republican Party. 

Just taste the immigrant labor, the 
hands of Mexicans—and a lot of other 
people with and without papers—that 
went into every morsel of the food that 
you taste today. I also want you to 
think about the nearly 1 million Amer-
ican-born Latino citizens who have 
turned 18 in the last 12 months and the 
half a million more that will turn 18 
before November. 

Think about the 82,000 Puerto Ricans 
who have left the island of Puerto 
Rico—most of them moving to Florida, 
a very important electoral State—and 
the tens of thousands more who will ar-
rive before the election as citizens of 
the United States. 

As you eat your last strawberry, 
please, please, please, Mr. Speaker, I 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2286 May 12, 2016 
hope you will think about the 25 per-
cent increase that we have seen in the 
first quarter of 2016 in citizenship ap-
plications, the 8.8 million eligible im-
migrants who can apply for citizenship 
today, and the thousands more who 
will be eligible before November. 

Sure, you can chomp on your taco 
salad, Mr. Speaker, and you can con-
centrate on the 11 million or so un-
documented immigrants who are daily 
targets of lies and slander on the cam-
paign trail, but come November, the 
Latinos you will really have to worry 
about are the more than 27 million 
Latino citizens, like me, of the U.S.A. 
who are your constituents, who are eli-
gible to vote, and who are fired up to 
vote more and more with each passing 
day. 

f 

ATROCITIES IN SYRIA AND AMER-
ICA’S MISSION TO BE AN EXEM-
PLAR OF SELF-GOVERNANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, Bill Clinton once said, when 
asked what his greatest regret was of 
his time in office, that his greatest re-
gret was the failure to act on the geno-
cide in Rwanda. 

Mr. Speaker, today, over a half mil-
lion Syrians have been killed by a bru-
tal dictator, Bashar al-Assad. What I 
think is important to note is that a lot 
of times when we talk about something 
happening somewhere that is not here, 
we think of it as something that 
doesn’t affect us because these people 
may look different, maybe they speak 
a different language, maybe they wor-
ship a different God, and, frankly, it is 
oceans away. 

Mr. Speaker, right here is just a pic-
ture of a number of Syrian children. 
These are children who are having 
their lives torn up by war. It is chil-
dren, in fact, just like these that in 
past years were gassed by Bashar al- 
Assad. 

I want you to imagine that, gassing. 
As you drown, knowing that you are 
taking among your last breaths; as 
your mom and dad sit there and are af-
fected by the same chemical weapons 
and are watching their children die. It 
is tragic. That was done indiscrimi-
nately by Bashar al-Assad. 

But that is nothing new for him. 
Bashar al-Assad learned from the 
greatest man he knew—his father—who 
leveled cities and killed tens of thou-
sands who dared disobey his will, the 
will of one man. 

So in 2011, these generations of re-
pressed Syrians who do not like to live 
under dictatorships—humanity does 
not like to be oppressed and live under 
dictatorship—these millions of citizens 
rose up and began to peacefully protest 
their dictator. How did the dictator re-
spond? Did he talk about reforms that 
could be done to government? No. He 
responded with tanks, with armies, and 
with murder. He responded with chem-
ical weapons. 

The United States and other coun-
tries were rightfully concerned with 
what was going on, and a red line was 
placed by our President. That red line 
was not adhered to. Bashar al-Assad 
got away with using chemical weapons 
at no cost and no penalty. So this bru-
tal civil war continues. 

Children and women are among the 
chief targets, by the way, of the regime 
because they believe it inflicts more 
pain per capita on the population than 
killing a man. So they target them spe-
cifically. They continue to die. 

The West thought they had nego-
tiated—and the President thought he 
had negotiated—a cease-fire; but yet, 
in the end of April, a Doctors Without 
Borders hospital was bombed. Was it 
the one we hear so much about in Af-
ghanistan, the mistaken bombing of a 
Doctors Without Borders hospital that 
was tragically done by the American 
military? No, not that one, as tragic as 
that is. But it was the regime of Bashar 
al-Assad that killed over 60 people in a 
Doctors Without Borders hospital, de-
spite a cease-fire that is occurring. 
Now we are back at the table hoping to 
make this one cease-fire actually stick. 

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, in this 
campaign season people have been se-
ductively lured into the idea that 
America’s responsibility now is just to 
come home and lick our wounds. I be-
lieve that America has a mission that 
is a God-inspired mission. It is a mis-
sion to be an example to billions of 
people of self-governance and to be an 
example of human rights and dignity. 
But it is also in our self-interest to be 
involved. 

What has the brutal dictator Bashar 
al-Assad done besides tragically kill al-
most a half million people, as if that is 
not bad enough? Bashar al-Assad has 
created an area for ISIS to spawn and 
breed. ISIS wouldn’t be in existence 
today if Syria was a stable country po-
tentially under democratic rule be-
cause the people wouldn’t turn to it. 
Bashar al-Assad created and incubates 
ISIS—fact. Bashar al-Assad brutalizes 
his people, and you can not fix the situ-
ation in Syria with Bashar al-Assad re-
maining in existence. 

It may not be popular to say. People 
may say: Do you want to intervene in 
another Middle Eastern war? No, I 
don’t want to. But I will tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, America has a mission; and if 
we forget that mission, if we wake up 
and if the President some day in an 
interview says, ‘‘My greatest regret 
was inaction in Syria,’’ that is on all of 
us, too. 

These children want to be teachers, 
they want to be police officers, and 
they want to have kids of their own 
some day. Don’t forget their voices. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
DR. PHIL SMITH OF NEBRASKA 
MEDICINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. ASHFORD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the retirement of Dr. 
Phil Smith of Nebraska Medicine at 
the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center. 

Over 35 years ago, Dr. Smith estab-
lished the Nebraska Infection Control 
Network to educate healthcare profes-
sionals regarding infection control in 
nursing homes and hospitals. 

Dr. Smith is a pioneer in the field of 
infectious disease, and his perseverance 
and dedication led to the establishment 
of the very critical biocontainment 
unit at Nebraska Medicine in 2005. 
Commissioned by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, the unit was at ground 
zero in the fight against Ebola, pro-
viding Ebola training to more than 30 
of the country’s top hospitals while 
successfully treating several Ebola pa-
tients. Dr. Rick Sacra, who contracted 
the disease in West Africa, credits the 
Omaha unit with saving his life. 

Recently, Dr. Smith codeveloped the 
Center for Preparedness Education, a 
coalition between the University of Ne-
braska Medical Center and Creighton 
University Medical Center. 

It is very difficult to sum up this ca-
reer that he has had. What is critical, 
though, is that the Ebola problem and 
crisis is not going away. 

The University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, the community that I come 
from, Omaha, Nebraska, and the entire 
State of Nebraska are committed to 
fighting Ebola. It will continue to do so 
by developing an even more significant 
biocontainment center, developing 
teaching regimens, and developing re-
search regimens at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center to fight 
Ebola and other infectious diseases. 

It is difficult to sum up the career 
that Dr. Smith has had, but I will 
quote this. He says: ‘‘Patient care has 
been part of my life. It’s a noble profes-
sion, and nothing beats the gratifi-
cation of making a diagnosis and help-
ing a patient.’’ 

Nothing is more critical than the 
treatment of the Ebola crisis at the 
University of Nebraska. Saving lives, 
creating an atmosphere for further re-
search, and creating a facility for 
training healthcare professionals from 
around the world is the mission that 
the University of Nebraska has taken 
up. 

b 1015 

Dr. Smith’s contributions to Ne-
braska and our Nation are immeas-
urable, and we are grateful for his serv-
ice. 

Interestingly enough, the University 
of Nebraska biocontainment unit is 
now in the capable hands of Dr. Angie 
Hewitt, who is the daughter of one of 
our colleagues, Representative GENE 
GREEN of Texas. Dr. Hewitt will con-
tinue the work that Dr. Smith has 
begun and will continue to enlarge and 
engage the world in the fight against 
infectious disease. 
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ISRAEL AND U.S. MUST FACE 
COMMON THREATS TOGETHER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Israel has always been surrounded by 
threats. Since it was established, Israel 
has survived Arab armies waiting at its 
borders to destroy the Jewish state. It 
has persisted in the face of suicide 
bombers and terrorist onslaughts like 
no other country in history. Recently 
the threats to Israel have increased 
and become even more dangerous. 

Iran’s Supreme Leader has stated 
clearly that he wants to destroy Israel. 
Thanks to the nuclear deal made by 
the administration, it is only a matter 
of time before the mullahs in Iran de-
velop a nuclear weapon. 

The Iran deal will go down in history 
as one of the administration’s worst 
foreign policy mistakes. This Neville 
Chamberlain deal ensured that Iran 
gets to keep enriching uranium. It does 
not have to dismantle any of its nu-
clear infrastructure. So, in 10 years, 
Tehran just has to flip a switch to get 
a nuclear bomb, and Israel is the first 
target. Tehran wants to put the entire 
Middle East under its thumb. 

Iran continues to defy U.N. security 
resolutions on ballistic missiles. Since 
the nuclear deal was signed, Iran has 
conducted three ballistic missile tests. 
Some of the previously launched mis-
siles were even marked in Hebrew with 
the words ‘‘Israel must be wiped off the 
Earth.’’ 

There is more. Iran has announced 
that it would give $7,000 to families of 
Palestinians who murder Israelis and 
an additional $30,000 to every family 
whose home Israel demolished due to 
the family’s involvement in terrorism. 

The Iranian mullahs have hate and 
murder in their souls, and they want to 
eliminate Israel. The fact that the ad-
ministration gave a $100 billion signing 
bonus in sanctions relief to a regime 
that consorts with North Korea and 
sends terrorist proxies to do its bidding 
is a really bad foreign policy. 

There is more. Iran has sent 
Hezbollah to go after Israelis around 
the world. Hezbollah now has an esti-
mated 150,000 rockets and missiles in 
its stockpile. That is enough to rain 
down thousands of rockets a day on 
Israel for months. 

In fact, Iran has transferred new 
game-changing advanced weapons to 
the terrorist group Hezbollah. This in-
cludes antiship cruise missiles, air de-
fense systems, and precision-guided 
surface-to-surface missiles. 

Then there is Hamas in the south. In 
Gaza, Israeli officials now believe that 
Hamas has completely replenished all 
of its rocket supply that Israel de-
stroyed 2 years ago. 

Hamas is building a sophisticated 
network of tunnels under the Gaza 
Strip for the purpose of securing arms 
and supplies. This tunnel network has 
only one purpose: to strike at the heart 
of the Israeli population centers. 

More. Since September, Palestinian 
lone-wolf terrorists have carried out 
hundreds of vicious attacks against 
Israeli citizens. These terrorists will do 
anything to kill. They ram vehicles 
into civilians, shoot indiscriminately, 
and stab anybody in the way. 

Immediately following the first at-
tack, Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas proclaimed: ‘‘We wel-
come every drop of blood spilled in Je-
rusalem. This is pure blood, blood on 
its way to Allah.’’ 

This latest wave of attacks has killed 
34 people and injured 400. Among those 
killed were two Americans, and one of 
them was a citizen of Texas, Taylor 
Force. These terrorists are only happy 
when they have destroyed Israeli and 
American families wherever they find 
them. 

ISIS, which is even more brutal than 
al Qaeda, controls large parts of Syria. 
These terrorists no doubt view Israel as 
a threat and will likely turn to attack-
ing the Jewish state in due time. 

Those who threaten Israel, Mr. 
Speaker, threaten the United States. 
The same terrorist groups that want to 
destroy Israel want to destroy the 
United States. The same Iran that calls 
Israel the ‘‘Little Satan’’ calls the 
United States the ‘‘Great Satan.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Israel is a bright star, 
the lone star of liberty, freedom, and 
democracy in the Middle East. The vil-
lains that want Israel destroyed are 
picking a fight with the wrong folks. 
They will lose that fight because Israel 
and the United States will work to-
gether, no matter who the enemy is, 
for liberty, justice, and freedom not 
only for Israel, but for the United 
States. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

DR. KENT SCRIBNER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, before I 
get into my remarks, I want to share a 
story about a conversation that I had 
with one of my colleagues here on the 
House floor. It was a colleague from 
Arizona. 

I asked the colleague: How is the new 
superintendent that is coming to the 
Fort Worth Independent School Dis-
trict, Dr. Scribner? 

The colleague told me how lucky we 
were to be getting Dr. Scribner from 
the Phoenix Independent School Dis-
trict because he has done such a re-
markable job there and that the com-
munity was really saddened, but happy 
for him that he was given the oppor-
tunity to come and work in one of 
Texas’ largest independent school dis-
tricts. 

I want to rise today to lend my un-
wavering support for a respected educa-
tor that has made a mark very quickly 
in the Fort Worth community, and 
that is Dr. Kent Scribner. 

Dr. Scribner is a dedicated educator 
who is leading, again, one of the larg-

est school systems in the entire State 
of Texas. But recently he has come 
under attack from centralized forces in 
Austin that don’t believe in local con-
trol and, by the way, would like to ac-
tually take money out of the Fort 
Worth ISD and let that money be used 
for poor-performing schools in the form 
of school vouchers. 

What Dr. Scribner is under attack for 
from Austin is by trying to protect 
transgender students. Under the guide-
lines issued by Dr. Scribner, 
transgender students are allowed to 
use the bathroom and locker room of 
their choice. 

Teachers are to address them by the 
pronoun that reflects the student’s 
gender identity. Staff are to protect a 
student’s privacy about decisions to 
transition from one gender to another. 
An employee who does not comply with 
these rules could face discipline. 

It also protects other students. It 
says that students who do not feel 
comfortable using a bathroom with a 
transgender student are provided a rea-
sonable and safe accommodation for 
them as well. 

These guidelines, unlike it was first 
reported, were not developed in isola-
tion. The Fort Worth School Board has 
been working on these policies since 
2014 and drafted a new set of guidelines 
last summer. 

Instead of condemning Dr. Scribner, 
we should applaud his leadership be-
cause it encourages an environment 
that protects our children’s safety. Dr. 
Scribner has children, also, I want to 
make clear, in the Forth Worth Inde-
pendent School District, and I doubt 
that he would want to subject his chil-
dren to an environment that he didn’t 
feel was safe. 

Many transgender students simply 
cannot use the restroom or locker 
room of the gender they were assigned 
at birth. Asking transgender students 
to use a separate restroom, like a fac-
ulty restroom, singles them out and in-
creases the risk of bullying. 
Transgender students should not also 
have to face bullying from government 
officials. 

Allowing transgender students to use 
the correct restroom is just telling 
them that they can use the restroom 
like anyone else. Doing otherwise 
would tell them that they are unwel-
come at the school they attend. Re-
stricting restroom access for 
transgender students goes against the 
consensus of medical professionals and 
mental health experts. 

The guidelines that Dr. Scribner has 
issued are similar to those adopted by 
hundreds of school districts around the 
country. Let me just also tell you that 
Dr. Scribner has a lot of good backup 
in what he is doing. These best prac-
tices are supported by the Child Wel-
fare League of America, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the Texas Asso-
ciation Against Sexual Assault, and 
the Texas Council on Family Violence. 

Dr. Scribner’s leadership is especially 
commendable at a time when we are 
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seeing a dramatic increase in hateful, 
discriminatory, and anti-LGBT legisla-
tion across the United States. It is im-
perative that we stand together to en-
sure that no one is discriminated 
against because of their sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. 

That is why I am a proud sponsor and 
a proud cosponsor of the Quality Act 
and I am also a member of the Quality 
Caucus. I wholeheartedly believe that 
preventing this type of discrimination 
only makes our country a better place. 

The fight for LGBT equality has seen 
tremendous progress, but we still have 
a lot of work to do to make sure that 
all of our students feel safe in school. 

I am honored to stand in solidarity 
with Dr. Scribner. I ask my colleagues 
to stand with me as we support the 
rights of all Americans. 

f 

OPIOID ADDICTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
opioid addiction has proven to destroy 
hope, it destroys opportunity, and it is 
destroying families. 

Certainly we see this across the 
country, but we are also seeing the 
devastating effects of addiction in Ten-
nessee. Tennessee has the second high-
est rating nationally for opioid addic-
tion. 

As many States are exceedingly 
aware, drug overdose is the leading 
cause of accidental death in this coun-
try. As we started working on this 
issue in the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, so many people did not re-
alize that prescription drug abuse is 
the leading cause of accidental death 
in our country, with over 18,000 fatali-
ties last year. Addiction does not care 
about race, gender, or politics. It is an 
issue that affects all of us, and it af-
fects the people that we are here to 
serve. 

Together many of us—families and 
those that we love in our commu-
nities—are working to find solutions 
that will combat this epidemic and 
help remedy those who are suffering 
from addiction the most. Just this 
week—and you can look at the bills 
that have been on the agenda and have 
passed the House; many of these are 
being done with bipartisan support— 
there have been 15 amendments to 
these bills. They have all passed by 
voice vote. 

What the bills will do is to stream-
line the burdensome bureaucracy 
which currently debilitates finding a 
solution for this crisis. 

I commend my colleagues for focus-
ing on this issue and for saying: What 
do we do to get to the root cause of 
this problem and put the tools in place 
so that, at the local, State, and Federal 
levels, this can be addressed and it can 
be solved? 

One of the things that we have done 
is to improve the situation with the 

VA and the oversight mechanisms that 
they have to make certain that our 
veterans are being protected and that 
the issues of addiction are being appro-
priately addressed and dealt with. 

Earlier this year we achieved a suc-
cess that is one way that the Federal 
Government can help in the work that 
our State legislators are doing. In my 
State of Tennessee, State Senator Dr. 
Joey Hensley and State Representative 
Barry Doss have been the leaders on 
these issues for our general assembly. 

The legislation that I authored along 
with Congressman TOM MARINO was 
signed into law and ensures access to 
proper medication for patients with le-
gitimate needs while allowing us to 
continue battling the drug diversion 
and abuse problem that exists here in 
our country. It will enable our local 
and State officials to move forward, ad-
dress the pill mills, and, at the same 
time, make certain that patients with 
needs have access. 

The legislation is called the Ensuring 
Patient Access and Effective Drug En-
forcement Act of 2016. What it will do 
is to combat the inappropriate use of 
prescription drugs by bringing greater 
clarity—something that is needed in so 
many laws and rules—but bringing 
greater clarity and transparency to the 
requirements needed for safe and se-
cure distribution of medications. 

Mr. Speaker, the people battling ad-
diction are moms and dads, brothers 
and sisters and children, neighbors and 
friends. They are saying: We need your 
help. Our healthcare professionals and 
our pharmacists have said: We need 
clarity. That is what we in the House 
are seeking to do this week. 

f 
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2016 CALL TO ACTION: COMBATING 
OPIOID ABUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, in the 
United States, 2.1 million people suffer 
from dependency and addiction to pre-
scription opioid drugs. Eighty percent 
of the world’s pain pills are consumed 
in the United States, but we only have 
5 percent of the world’s population. 
This is an epidemic that reaches every 
corner of our Nation, transcending re-
gional, State, community, and neigh-
borhood lines. More people died from 
drug overdose in 2014 than ever before. 
Over 60 percent of those deaths in-
volved the use of an opioid. Seventy- 
eight Americans die every single day 
from an opioid overdose. There are 
more people dying from prescription 
drug overdoses than from car acci-
dents. 

This week, the House is considering 
15 bipartisan measures that seek to ad-
dress some of the widespread problems 
that have caused and perpetuated this 
national crisis; but as we look at treat-
ment options and support for those 
who are dealing with this addiction, it 

is important that we actually focus on 
the root cause of the problem. 

We have seen for decades major phar-
maceutical companies that have misled 
the FDA, doctors, and patients about 
the safety and risks of opioid depend-
ence on commonly prescribed prescrip-
tion drugs in their efforts to sell more 
drugs. Three top executives from Pur-
due Pharma even pleaded guilty to 
criminal charges. 

Just last week, the LA Times re-
vealed how Purdue Pharma has made 
over $31 billion off of OxyContin, Amer-
ica’s best-selling painkiller, by adver-
tising the drug’s 12-hour pain relief. In-
vestigations have found that for many 
people the drug actually doesn’t last 
for 12 hours. In fact, it wears off hours 
earlier for most people. This often 
leads to ‘‘excruciating symptoms of 
withdrawal, including an intense crav-
ing for the drug.’’ 

Despite multiple complaints from 
doctors, sales representatives, and 
independent research showing that 
many patients don’t experience this 12- 
hour pain relief, the company has con-
tinued to market the drug’s 12-hour re-
lief and is even encouraging doctors to 
prescribe stronger doses when patients 
complain about its shortened effects. 
According to the National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health, more than 7 mil-
lion Americans have abused 
OxyContin. 

Many abusers then turn to heroin, 
which is made from the same poppy 
plant and has the same effect. After 
people are addicted to opioid prescrip-
tion drugs, they turn to heroin when 
they can’t get their hands on those 
pills. To give you some context, one 60- 
milligram pill costs, on average, 
around $60. To get the very same 
amount of heroin, you will pay one- 
tenth of the price. 

The problems created by companies 
like Purdue are felt deeply by families 
all across the country. It is happening 
to our police officers, to teachers, to 
nurses, and to others in our commu-
nities who all share the same stories. 
They used to take prescription drugs, 
but now they inject heroin. In my 
home State of Hawaii, the rate of pain 
medicine abuse is more than 10 percent 
above the national average. According 
to the Hawaii State Department of 
Health data, opioid-related deaths have 
increased 133 percent from 2000 to 2016. 

Veterans, people who have served our 
country in uniform, have been dis-
proportionately impacted by this epi-
demic. I have heard from some of my 
friends and fellow veterans of how, dur-
ing their visits to the VA in their seek-
ing treatment, even after telling their 
doctors ‘‘I don’t want drugs,’’ they re-
ceived prescriptions for those drugs. Up 
until recently, the VA prescribed 
opioids almost exclusively to veterans 
who were experiencing chronic pain. 

Prescriptions for opiates spiked by 
270 percent over 12 years, according to 
the 2013 analysis by the Center for In-
vestigative Reporting. This led to ad-
dictions and to a fatal overdose rate 
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amongst veterans at a rate of twice the 
national average. The VA is beginning 
to start to change some of its practices 
by offering alternative modes of treat-
ment, but even so, that change is not 
comprehensive and it is not happening 
everywhere across the country. 

A national health crisis of this mag-
nitude requires leadership, commit-
ment, resolve, and partnership at every 
level of government, within our med-
ical community and within our com-
munity itself. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in calling for further action to 
hold pharmaceutical companies ac-
countable that are profiting off of 
America’s addiction problems, to hold 
doctors accountable who are irrespon-
sibly overprescribing these addictive 
drugs, and to focus instead on finding 
real solutions that can truly help peo-
ple. 

I urge the U.S. Surgeon General to 
make combating opioid abuse the 2016 
Call to Action, which is a yearly initia-
tive that helps to stimulate nationwide 
action to solve a major public health 
program in the U.S. In the past few 
years, the national Call to Action has 
addressed exercise and walkable com-
munities, skin cancer prevention, 
breastfeeding, deep vein thrombosis, 
and underage drinking. With 78 Ameri-
cans dying every single day from opioid 
overdose, this is an issue that demands 
our national attention and action. 

f 

SAUK RAPIDS’ 2016 CITIZEN OF 
THE YEAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize and con-
gratulate April Meyers for being named 
the 2016 Citizen of the Year in Sauk 
Rapids, Minnesota. 

The Sauk Rapids Citizen of the Year 
was created by the Sauk Rapids Cham-
ber and is meant to recognize individ-
uals who have impacted the commu-
nity for the better. 

Meyers, who was unaware that she 
had even been nominated, was selected 
by a committee made up of city staff, 
local businesses, and previous Citizen 
of the Year recipients. Since 1992, April 
has been involved with the Great River 
Rotary, the Living Waters Lutheran 
Church, the Sauk Rapids School Dis-
trict, and she is also the director of 
housing for the Good Shepherd Com-
munity. 

Thank you, April. Thank you for 
your dedication to the less fortunate, 
to our children, and to the elderly. 
Thank you for being an inspiration to 
others. Thank you for making Sauk 
Rapids such a great city in the Sixth 
Congressional District. It is because of 
people like you that Minnesota is such 
a great place to live and raise a family. 

A 100-YEAR CELEBRATION 
Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to recognize and honor 
one of the great families in Min-
nesota’s Sixth Congressional District, 

the Bernicks, and their business that is 
celebrating an incredible 100 years of 
operation. 

Bernick’s was founded in 1916 in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, by Elizabeth and 
Charles Bernick. Originally a soda pop 
bottling company, Bernick’s used to 
deliver their products in a horse-drawn 
wagon. The company has come a long 
way since then. Over the past century, 
this family-owned company has passed 
from generation to generation, expand-
ing into a booming business with more 
than 650 employees. Today, Bernick’s 
provides full beverage, vending, and 
food services to the central Minnesota 
area while maintaining its family roots 
in St. Cloud. 

Running a business is no small feat. 
Running one successfully for a century 
is something that we can all be proud 
of. Congratulations to the Bernick 
family for their five generations of suc-
cess. 

Thank you for all you do for our 
community. 

REMEMBERING FALLEN OFFICERS 
Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to commemorate Na-
tional Police Week, a time when we re-
member the men and women in blue 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
order to protect and serve our great 
Nation. 

The great State of Minnesota is home 
to many phenomenal law enforcement 
officers—men and women who put their 
lives on the line each and every day to 
ensure the safety and security of our 
communities. They live their lives to 
serve, and some tragically lose their 
lives in the line of duty. These are the 
true heroes. 

Just this past year, an officer named 
Deputy Steven Sandberg was shot and 
killed in the line of duty in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota. While his death was both 
senseless and tragic, today we remem-
ber the courageous way that he and 
many other fallen police officers chose 
to live and serve their communities. 
This week, in honoring fallen officers 
like Deputy Sandberg, we remember 
and we honor their service and their 
sacrifice. 

ADDRESSING THE OPIOID CRISIS 
Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to address a national 
epidemic: opioid addiction and abuse. 

Addiction is a disease that does not 
discriminate based on age, education, 
or wealth, and it even happens in small 
town Minnesota. Recently I learned 
firsthand that addiction knows no 
bounds. Unfortunately, like too many 
people today, I have seen the danger 
and the devastation caused by addic-
tion up close and personal. 

I come from a small town in Min-
nesota with a population of, approxi-
mately, 5,000 people. We pretty much 
know everybody. I have had the great 
fortune to raise seven kids in this great 
little town, and as a youth hockey 
coach for almost 20 years, I have had 
the opportunity to work with and to 
get to know many of the kids in our 
community—kids who have big hopes 

and dreams. Unfortunately, because of 
the opioid and heroin crisis in this 
country, two of them left us way too 
soon. 

Today, nearly one person dies every 
12 minutes of a drug overdose. This 
must stop. It is going to take more 
than government policy to fight this 
epidemic, but I am so grateful for the 
efforts here in Washington, on both 
sides of the aisle, to take on this epi-
demic. I just want to thank my col-
leagues for all of their work on this im-
portant issue. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 

f 

NATIONAL BRAIN TUMOR 
AWARENESS MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, nearly 
700,000 people in the United States 
today are living with a brain tumor. 
Sadly, over 16,000 of them will lose 
their battles this year alone. Many of 
them will be children, with brain tu-
mors being the leading cause of death 
from cancer for those who are under 14. 

Unfortunately, the treatment and re-
moval of brain tumors presents signifi-
cant challenges because of the brain’s 
uniquely complex and fragile nature, 
due, in no small part, to there being 
more than 120 different types of tu-
mors. While brain tumor research is 
supported by a number of private non-
profit research foundations and by in-
stitutes at the National Institutes of 
Health, there still remain daunting ob-
stacles in the development of new 
treatments. Moreover, there are cur-
rently no strategies for screening or for 
the early detection of brain tumors. 

Despite the number of new people 
who are diagnosed with brain tumors 
every year and their devastating prog-
noses over the past 30 years, there have 
only been four FDA-approved drugs and 
one device to treat brain tumors. On 
top of that, the four approved drugs 
have provided only incremental im-
provements to patient survival, and 
mortality rates remain little changed 
over the past 30 years. 

It is clear that much more must be 
done. That is why I am proud to intro-
duce a resolution designating this May 
as National Brain Tumor Awareness 
Month. 

Throughout the month, advocates 
around the country unite to educate 
the public about brain tumors and to 
advocate for policies that are vital to 
the discovery of a cure. Their efforts 
are crucial for shining a light on the 
difficulties that are associated with re-
search on brain tumors and the oppor-
tunities for advancements in brain 
tumor research and treatment. 

I ask my colleagues to honor those 
who have lost their lives to a brain 
tumor and to please support this reso-
lution so we can move one step closer 
to ending this devastating disease. 
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OPIOID BILLS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the action the House 
is taking this week to combat the cri-
sis of opioid abuse. 

As a registered nurse, I have seen the 
grim reality of the addiction from all 
sides. I have witnessed its grip on fami-
lies—the way it slowly steals the life 
behind its victims’ eyes and how what 
was thought to be a quick fix can eas-
ily spiral into a deadly experience. 

We all know that addiction is an 
equal opportunity destroyer of poten-
tial. It does not care about your race, 
gender, income, or political party. 
Therefore, the solutions that we offer 
in Congress must also reach across ar-
tificial boundaries to help all who are 
touched by this epidemic to get back 
on their feet. 

I am proud that, all told, the House 
will take up 18 bills this week that are 
aimed at combating opioid abuse. 
Among these solutions is a bill cre-
ating an interagency task force to en-
sure healthcare professionals have up- 
to-date guidelines and best practices 
for treating patients with acute and 
chronic pain. This is critically impor-
tant as 17 percent of opioid users today 
get their highs from medications that 
are legally prescribed to them by a 
doctor. 

The House also passed legislation 
that makes it safer for veterans to seek 
pain management care. Specifically, 
the bill would require the VA employ-
ees who prescribe opioids to receive 
education and training on pain man-
agement while also calling for a gov-
ernment watchdog report on the VA 
opioid use and treatment. 

Importantly, for me as a nurse, Con-
gress has additionally taken steps to 
protect newborns from the exposure to 
addictive opioid drugs while in the 
womb. This includes legislation to au-
thorize residential treatment grant 
programs for pregnant and postpartum 
women who have substance abuse prob-
lems, as well as a bill calling for a gov-
ernment study on the prevalence of 
neonatal abstinence syndrome and of-
fering recommendations to improve ac-
cess to treatment. 

b 1045 

While these bills offer an important 
starting point, Congress cannot single-
handedly legislate away the threat of 
opioid abuse. It takes willing partners 
in our community to help raise aware-
ness and intervene before addiction 
sets in. 

I was reminded of this recently when 
I visited and met with the Smith Coun-
ty Anti-Drug Coalition back in my dis-
trict. This organization is going into 
schools to arm young people with the 
facts about drug abuse. They are pro-
viding drop boxes in the public spaces 
so citizens can safely dispose of unused 
medication, and they are working with 
law enforcement to ensure that their 

efforts are as effective as possible. We 
can never underestimate the impor-
tance of nonprofits and volunteer-sup-
ported organizations like this. 

Mr. Speaker, opioid addicts are not 
bad people trying to be good. They are 
sick people trying to get well. When we 
come together with an eye on the solu-
tion and an emphasis on personal re-
sponsibility, we can find victory over 
this preventable disease and help those 
who are hurting to reassemble their 
lives and regain their pursuit of the 
American Dream. 

f 

HOUSTON FLOODING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I and a host of colleagues find our-
selves on a mission of mercy. This is a 
mission of mercy, Mr. Speaker, for peo-
ple who are suffering in Houston, 
Texas, and the surrounding area. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Con-
gressman GENE GREEN, the original co-
sponsor of H.R. 5025, the 2016 Tax Day 
Floods Supplemental Funding Act. I 
want to thank Congressman JOHN CUL-
BERSON for being the first person to 
sign on, such that the bill has become 
bipartisan. It is a bipartisan piece of 
legislation. 

I want to talk about suffering today, 
Mr. Speaker, because a good many peo-
ple in Houston, Texas, are suffering for 
a multiplicity of reasons. I will share 
just a few. 

Before I do this, I want to remind 
friends and colleagues that tonight, 
after the Republican hour and the 
Democratic hour, my colleagues and I 
will take to the floor to say much more 
about what is happening in Houston, 
Texas. 

For now, I want to mention the suf-
fering, because suffering can teach us 
that which we can learn no other way. 
Some things bear repeating. Suffering 
and pain can teach us that which we 
can learn no other way. It is one thing 
to sympathize and to say, ‘‘There but 
for the grace of God go I’’ and under-
stand that there is suffering associated 
with that statement, but it is another 
thing to empathize because you had 
the experience associated with the suf-
fering that goes along with the state-
ment, ‘‘There but for the grace of God 
go I.’’ 

So in Houston, Texas, a good many 
people are suffering because they have 
had their homes flooded not once, but 
twice—some even more. They are suf-
fering because some of them were just 
getting back into their homes, and 
their homes were flooded again. They 
are suffering because they have lost 
their means of transportation, the abil-
ity to get to work, to sustain the liveli-
hood that causes them to have the abil-
ity to take care of themselves and 
their families. 

There is suffering in Houston, Texas. 
They are suffering because they don’t 
know what the future holds. They don’t 

know what next year will bring or next 
month will bring because these 100- 
year floods are happening quite regu-
larly in Houston, Texas. So they are 
suffering in Houston. 

I want my colleagues and my friends 
to know, Mr. Speaker, that this suf-
fering is something that we can miti-
gate. We may not be able to eliminate 
it totally, completely, and absolutely. 
No one can stop all of the flooding all 
of the time, but there are projects that 
have been authorized that we are cur-
rently funding on a piecemeal basis. 
There are projects that, if completed, 
Mr. Speaker, would mitigate the flood-
ing. We have a piecemeal approach to a 
problem that requires a wholesale solu-
tion. There is suffering, and we could 
eliminate much of this suffering. That 
which we cannot eliminate, we can 
mitigate. 

The suffering I have called to your 
attention thus far, Mr. Speaker, in-
volves property, real and personal. But 
I also want to mention the ultimate 
pain that is being endured by a good 
many in Houston, and that is losing 
someone whom you love to cir-
cumstances that could have possibly 
been eliminated. 

Eight lives, possibly nine—I am told 
that there may be another—eight lives 
were lost, Mr. Speaker. Eight people 
lost their lives to flooding in Houston, 
Texas, in the tax day flood, so-called 
because it occurred on the last day to 
pay your taxes. Eight lives were lost. 
The family members of these persons 
who lost their lives are suffering in 
Houston, Texas. 

So I come to the floor with an appeal 
to my colleagues. We ask that you 
kindly give consideration to H.R. 5025, 
the 2016 Tax Day Floods Supplemental 
Funding Act, that has now some 60 co-
sponsors. But it is more than a bill, Mr. 
Speaker. It is an opportunity to elimi-
nate suffering in Houston, Texas. 

I will close with this. I mentioned 
that suffering can teach us that which 
we can learn no other way. One of the 
things that I have learned is that, when 
a storm hits the East Coast and people 
are suffering, as a Member of Congress, 
I have to be there for them. When we 
have the tornadic activities and people 
suffer, I have to be there for them. Mr. 
Speaker, I want people to remember 
that suffering will teach you that 
which you can learn no other way. 

God bless you, and God bless our 
great country. 

f 

TENNESSEE RADIO HALL OF FAME 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor this year’s induct-
ees to the Tennessee Radio Hall of 
Fame. 

Tennessee has a long history in the 
radio broadcast industry, dating back 
to the early 1920s. It has since grown to 
nearly 450 stations which, collectively, 
reach almost 7 million people. 
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Tennessee’s radio outlets have served 

as a shining example, providing a con-
sistent source of quality information, 
while never forgetting the core reason 
for their existence, which is to serve 
our growing communities. In light of 
that, I would like to take a moment to 
recognize this year’s Radio Hall of 
Fame inductees—Harry Chapman; War-
ren Medley; Dave Overton; Aaron Rob-
inson, Sr.; Charlie Scott; and Cal 
Young, Jr.—all of whom, collectively, 
made decades of significant broadcast 
contributions prior to their death. 

In addition, I would like to recognize 
Maxine Humphreys, Cathy Martindale, 
and Bart Walker. 

Also, I would like to highlight those 
from my district in Chattanooga— 
Chattanooga’s very own Billy Joe 
Poindexter of WUSY, US 101; Keith 
Landecker of Power 94; Earl 
Freudenberg of WDYN AM 980; and sta-
tion of the year, WUSY, US 101—all of 
whom continue to make significant 
contributions to the radio industry. 

On a personal note, when I was a law-
yer in my district, I had a radio show. 
During that time, I had the privilege of 
working with Earl Freudenberg on the 
Dynamo of Dixie on AM 1310. I learned 
much from Earl during that time, and 
I am proud to call him a friend. Need-
less to say, I enjoyed my radio years in 
the Chattanooga community im-
mensely. 

Again, I would like to congratulate 
this year’s Tennessee Radio Hall of 
Fame inductees. 

f 

POLICE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. RATCLIFFE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, this 
is Police Week, a week which offers all 
of us an opportunity to honor those 
who selflessly keep our community 
safe. 

‘‘To protect and serve,’’ that is more 
than just a slogan on the side of police 
cars across the country. It is a prom-
ise, a promise that brave men and 
women in uniform keep every day as 
they uphold law and order in our cities 
and towns. 

But to be able to protect and serve 
us, our law enforcement needs the tools 
and resources that are vital to success-
fully doing their job. And, unfortu-
nately, some of that essential life-
saving equipment that they need to 
protect us and to protect themselves 
has been stripped away. 

Last June, President Obama arbi-
trarily and unilaterally decided to 
limit the 1033 surplus equipment pro-
gram, a Federal program that provides 
lifesaving Defense Department equip-
ment to State and local law enforce-
ment agencies. 

Because of this ill-conceived action, I 
am hearing from the sheriffs, police 
chiefs, and law enforcement officials 
throughout the 18 counties that I am 
fortunate to represent. I am hearing 
about how the safety of the brave men 

and women in blue and their depart-
ments are being compromised by the 
President’s action. 

It is clear that the President’s deci-
sion to unilaterally cut access to life-
saving equipment was a knee-jerk reac-
tion that put politics in front of public 
safety, and that is something that we 
simply can’t let happen. 

So in response, Mr. Speaker, I have 
introduced the Protecting Lives Using 
Surplus Equipment Act to stop this ac-
tion dead in its tracks and to ensure 
that any changes to this program are 
the result of a data-driven debate here 
in Congress, not through some arbi-
trary, unilateral action by the Presi-
dent. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in standing up 
against this administration’s attack on 
law enforcement safety by supporting 
my bill and making sure that our po-
lice have the equipment they need for 
their own safety and for the safety of 
the American people. They deserve 
nothing less. 

f 

NEW YORK STATE’S REJECTION 
OF THE CONSTITUTION PIPELINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. BRIDENSTINE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, 
during the winter months, natural gas 
demand in New York City outstrips the 
ability of existing pipelines to deliver 
natural gas from the nearby Marcellus 
gas field in Pennsylvania. This capac-
ity limitation can cause gas prices to 
spike during cold weather. For exam-
ple, on January 22, 2014, when the price 
in the Marcellus was $3.50 per thousand 
cubic feet, the New York City price was 
$123. I want to repeat that; $3.50 in the 
Marcellus, and in New York City the 
price was $123. 

Constraints on natural gas make 
electricity more expensive. High en-
ergy prices are especially hard on the 
poor. Businesses suffer and jobs are 
lost when they lack abundant supply of 
affordable, clean energy. However, 
there is a shovel-ready solution: build 
the Constitution pipeline to bring more 
of Pennsylvania’s Marcellus gas to New 
York. 

You would think that New York 
would welcome a new supply of clean, 
economical natural gas to lower con-
sumer costs. However, on April 22, New 
York’s State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation denied the con-
struction of the Constitution pipeline 
needed to deliver more Pennsylvania 
gas. 

For several years, the Constitution 
Pipeline Company, a group led by Wil-
liams Partners, located in my district, 
has been developing an $875 million pri-
vately funded project to build a pipe-
line from Pennsylvania to Albany to 
deliver gas to the Iroquois pipeline and 
to consumers in New York State and in 
New England. 

b 1100 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission issued a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity for the Con-
stitution pipeline in 2014. I want to re-
peat that. FERC approves of the pipe-
line. According to the company, 
FERC’s final environmental review of 
the proposed pipeline concluded that 
environmental impacts would be re-
duced to ‘‘less than significant levels.’’ 
A year and a half later, the State of 
New York decided to deny certification 
necessary to issue construction per-
mits. 

The Williams Group worked with the 
State for 3 years, including two 1-year 
extensions requested by the State, and 
yet the State asserted that informa-
tion provided by the company con-
cerning the 250 or so stream crossings 
was incomplete. 

The company refuted the State of 
New York’s assertions, saying: ‘‘Com-
pletely contrary to the New York 
DEC’s assertion, we provided detailed 
drawings and profiles for every stream 
crossing in New York, including show-
ing depth of pipe. In fact, all stream 
crossings were fully vetted with the 
DEC throughout the review process. We 
are appalled . . .’’ 

Amazingly, Federal regulations pro-
vide no recourse to challenge a State’s 
rejection of a section 401 certification, 
so Constitution Pipeline may need to 
initiate legal action to contest the de-
cision. The decision has every appear-
ance of political motivation. The Wall 
Street Journal called it ‘‘Cuomo’s En-
ergy Jobs Veto.’’ 

One has to wonder if the Governor of 
New York really wants to help the poor 
and if he can recognize a shovel-ready 
job when he sees one. This pipeline 
project would create 2,400 construction 
jobs and infuse $130 million of labor in-
come into the region, in addition to 
providing a reliable supply of clean en-
ergy. The real victims in this matter, 
Mr. Speaker, are the people of New 
York. 

Hopefully, political agendas that 
threaten to deny New Yorkers the ben-
efits of the Constitution pipeline will 
be confounded. In the meantime, the 
message from New York’s executive 
branch is that would-be energy sup-
pliers to New York State need not 
apply. It appears to be time for con-
sumers and their representatives to 
make their views known in Albany and 
for Congress—that is us—to revisit the 
pipeline permitting process. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 
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b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of mercy, thank You for giving 
us another day. 

You have kept Your covenant with 
every generation. In a world shadowed 
by the many infidelities and many in-
consistencies of frail humanity, grant 
us faith in Your enduring love and pa-
tience with us. 

Confirm the Members of the people’s 
House in Your power that they may ac-
complish the tasks You set before 
them. 

Since You have called them to serve 
this great Nation, grant them the gifts 
they need to discern Your holy will and 
accomplish deeds of justice and integ-
rity, today and every day of their lives. 

May all that is done today be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

SOUTH CAROLINA IS A PRO- 
BUSINESS STATE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, recently Chief Executive 
Magazine and the United National 
Movers Study confirmed what we al-
ready knew firsthand: South Carolina 
is a great place to live and work. 

South Carolina is ranked seventh in 
the Nation as one of the best States for 
doing business, up three spots in the 
past year according to Chief Executive 
Magazine. 

Our dynamic citizens, probusiness en-
vironment, and right-to-work laws cre-
ate jobs. South Carolina is already 
home to BMW of Germany, Volvo of 
Sweden, Michelin of France, 
Bridgestone of Japan, Boeing, and 
many more. 

In addition to creating jobs, more 
people are moving to South Carolina, 
according to data from the United Na-
tional Movers Study. Our strong job 
market, excellent climate, and friendly 
citizens give South Carolina the second 
highest rate among States of individ-
uals moving to the State. 

I am grateful to Governor Nikki 
Haley, Secretary of Commerce Bobby 
Hitt, and all of the economic develop-
ment groups who are working tire-
lessly to bring jobs to South Carolina 
with technical training. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President by his actions 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

APPROVAL OF NORWEGIAN AIR 
INTERNATIONAL’S FOREIGN AIR 
CARRIER PERMIT 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, on 
April 15, the Department of Transpor-
tation tentatively approved the Nor-
wegian Air International’s request for 
a foreign air carrier permit, which 
would enable it to operate flights in 
the United States. 

This decision is inconsistent with the 
intent of the United States-European 
Union Air Transport Agreement and 
threatens thousands of U.S. jobs by un-
dercutting American wages and work-
ing conditions. 

While Norwegian Air International is 
owned by a Norwegian company, it op-
erates under a flag of convenience, 
which allows it to dodge Norway’s col-
lective bargaining laws, tax regime, 
and regulatory climate. The applica-
tion should be denied. 

I have cosponsored legislation to per-
mit the issuance of this permit and will 
continue to work with my colleagues 
in a bipartisan fashion to ensure a level 
playing field for U.S. businesses and 
American workers. 

f 

AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN 
LIBYA 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 5 
years after the United States removal 
of Libyan dictator Qadhafi, Libya is a 
dangerous mess. 

U.S. policy was simple: remove the 
country’s dictator, then get out of 
town. Now there is chaos. The U.S. 
gave its blessings as arms were shipped 
into the Libyan tinderbox. Then Libya 
quickly exploded. Now Libya is a state 

of perpetual anarchy, civil war, and 
death. 

Al Qaeda and ISIS have since infil-
trated Libya, exploiting the power vac-
uum United States policy created. At 
least 6,500 ISIS fighters control over 
150 miles of the coast. ISIS will not 
stop in Libya. They are using the Liby-
an base as a hub from which to create 
mayhem across North Africa. 

To be clear, the United States has no 
plan when it comes to Libya. Libya is 
another example of an overall weak 
and indecisive U.S. foreign policy. 
Meanwhile, more terror by ISIS and 
evildoers will continue. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

ZIKA VIRUS 
(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, recently 
I called for a vote on legislation to ad-
dress the threat of the Zika virus, but 
nothing was done. Now there are more 
than 1,000 and rising confirmed cases of 
Zika in the United States and its terri-
tories. 

Pregnant women and their children 
across the country are now more at 
risk as the summer months and mos-
quito season approach. It is just a mat-
ter of time. 

In fact, on Monday the Coachella 
Valley Mosquito and Vector Control 
District confirmed that the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito, which can carry 
Zika, was detected in my hometown of 
Coachella. 

Madam Speaker, no vote, no funding, 
means that you are willing to accept 
that children will be born with 
microcephaly. Allowing gridlock, 
hyperpartisanship, and congressional 
dysfunction to put women and their 
children at high risk is unacceptable to 
me and American families. 

As an emergency physician, I know 
that emergency funding now will allow 
physicians and scientists to better pro-
tect the health security of women and 
their children. 

Madam Speaker, let’s vote on emer-
gency funding to combat Zika now be-
fore it is too late. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOCELYN GALT 
(Mr. ZINKE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
recognition to contributions of Jocelyn 
Galt, my agricultural expert. Agri-
culture is the number one industry in 
Montana. 

As Jocelyn goes to Montana, I recog-
nize the contributions of her and her 
family to Montana. You may know 
that the Galts are pioneers in Montana 
and their family includes Jeannette 
Rankin, the first female Member of 
this body. She was a Member of this 
body before females were allowed to 
vote. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:42 May 12, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12MY7.013 H12MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2293 May 12, 2016 
I wish Jocelyn, as she returns to 

Montana and to farming and ranching, 
the very best, fair winds and following 
seas. Jocelyn Galt, Bravo Zulu. 

f 

CELEBRATING U.S.-ISRAEL 
RELATIONSHIP 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israeli 
Independence Day, to celebrate the 
U.S.-Israel relationship. 

Sixty-eight years ago, the Israeli 
Declaration of Independence an-
nounced that Israel ‘‘will be based on 
freedom, justice and peace as envisaged 
by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure 
complete equality of social and polit-
ical rights to all its inhabitants irre-
spective of religion, race or sex; it will 
guarantee freedom of religion, con-
science, language, education and cul-
ture.’’ 

To those who seek to undermine and 
delegitimize Israel at the U.N., I sug-
gest that you ask whether your own 
countries value complete equality for 
everyone, irrespective of religion, race, 
or sex, or whether you even strive for 
that equality. 

To those who engage in economic 
warfare against Israel through boy-
cotts, especially on college campuses, I 
ask why you attack a country that 
shares our own values of equality and 
freedom and vibrant debate even as you 
ignore those countries and regimes 
that subjugate the rights of their own 
people, those for whom women’s equal-
ity, LGBT rights, religious tolerance, 
and open political discourse are anath-
ema to their leaders and those who en-
courage terrorism against innocent 
Israelis. 

Mr. Speaker, as President Johnson 
said: ‘‘America and Israel have a com-
mon love of human freedom and they 
have a common faith in a democratic 
way of life.’’ 

I stand proudly here today in deep 
support of our love of human freedom 
and unyielding support of our faith in a 
democratic way of life and in strong 
support of our great ally Israel on her 
68th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 68TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
STATE OF ISRAEL 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize the 68th anniversary of 
the independence of the State of Israel. 

The United States and Israel have 
long maintained a strong friendship, 
and our two countries share much 
more in common than many realize. 
We believe in freedom and equality and 
share many basic rights, such as free 
elections, a free press, and freedom of 
religion. 

We were both founded by people seek-
ing relief from tyranny, and we both 
continue to serve today as symbols of 
liberty in a world plagued by oppres-
sion. 

Israel is a beacon of democracy in a 
sea of violence and hostility, and it de-
serves our support. A strong Israel is 
key to stability and security in the 
Middle East. I will continue to stand 
with our friend and ally. 

f 

RAYNER EQUIPMENT SYSTEMS 

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate an exceptional small 
business in my community: Rayner 
Equipment Systems. They have just 
been awarded the highest honor the 
United States Government can give to 
an American exporter. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Rich 
and Gordon Rayner and visiting the fa-
cility with Secretary of Commerce 
Penny Pritzker and Sacramento busi-
ness leaders earlier this year. 

Their hard work and competitiveness 
really highlight the innovation in 
America: the small businesses. It is 
why we have to open a fair playing 
field across this world. When we have 
that fair playing field, American com-
panies win. 

I want to highlight Rich and Gordon 
Rayner and their innovation, their 
hard work, their tenacity, and their 
service to our country and our commu-
nity. 

f 

OPIOID ABUSE 

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Madam Speaker, the 
opioid abuse epidemic has tragically 
touched every corner of this Nation 
with over half of all drug overdoses 
linked to prescription opioids. At least 
once a day someone in my home State 
of Colorado loses a friend or family 
member due to drug abuse. 

In 2013, Colorado was ranked as hav-
ing the second most prevalent epidemic 
prescription drug abuse in the country. 
The Colorado Consortium was created 
that year to form a collaborative group 
dedicated to finding solutions to opioid 
addiction and abuse. Efforts like the 
Colorado Consortium can help supple-
ment existing programs in areas where 
they already operate. 

However, without raising national 
awareness of the heroin and opioid epi-
demic, these local efforts will continue 
to struggle to gain the resources they 
need. There is no silver bullet. It will 
take multifront, coordinated ap-
proaches to aid communities in com-
bating the opioid epidemic. 

Beyond securing our borders and ena-
bling law enforcement to do their jobs, 
expanding opioid abuse prevention and 
education efforts and treating those af-

flicted with addiction are the most im-
portant actions that Congress can 
take. That is the focus of our work in 
the House on the bipartisan heroin 
task force. 

f 

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF CRYSTAL 
JUDSON FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, at 
times, something important comes out 
of tragedy. For the past 10 years, the 
Crystal Judson Family Justice Center 
in Tacoma has been an example of 
that. 

Lane Judson began the center to 
honor the tragic loss of his daughter to 
domestic violence. Domestic violence 
knows no race, no age, no gender, sex-
ual orientation, or income status. It af-
fects all of us every day right where we 
live. 

Our community stepped up to sup-
port this center, a place that projects 
our best values as a community. This 
is a place that fosters truth and seeks 
justice for those who deserve it. It is a 
place of empowerment with caring 
staff who change the trajectory of lives 
and of families. 

Centers like this deserve our contin-
ued support, whether it be with our 
time, our donations, or with our public 
investments. 

This matters. I applaud the Judsons 
for carrying the memory of their 
daughter with advocacy rather than 
with anger. As the dad of two daugh-
ters, I am grateful for all that the 
Crystal Judson Family Justice Center 
does. I thank them for their hard work 
and 10 impactful years. I am grateful to 
be their partner. 

f 

HEROIN AND OPIOIDS DAMAGING 
COMMUNITIES 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 78 
Americans die every day from an 
opioid overdose in this country. This 
trend is not an isolated problem. It is 
an epidemic that now outpaces deaths 
from motor vehicle accidents and is 
found in every geographic region across 
the country, from small farm towns, 
like in my district, to New York City. 

Statistics we have been hearing re-
veal a troubling reality. Addiction does 
not discriminate. It impacts the young, 
old, poor, rich, male, female, and it 
ruins the lives of all those involved. 

The package of bipartisan bills on 
the floor this week include two impor-
tant elements. They ensure Federal 
dollars are allocated to the most effec-
tive programs and methods to reduce 
drug abuse while also providing doc-
tors, law enforcement, and treatment 
facilities the better tools they need to 
combat this growing epidemic. These 
are solutions Americans in all walks of 
life need right now. 
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Just last month, for example, Sac-

ramento saw 10 people lose their lives 
in just 12 days from pills laced with 
fentanyl, a highly potent opioid, as 
well as in my own rural district, the 
continued push of heroin into the area 
especially as a higher value substitute 
for cartels as marijuana becomes more 
and more legal. 

We can and must do better. I encour-
age my colleagues from both sides to 
continue to act quickly so we can ad-
vance these solutions to the Presi-
dent’s desk and effectively tackle this 
crisis. 

f 

b 1215 

AMERICA’S SMART AND STRONG 
NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY 

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, May 1 
marked the 5-year anniversary of the 
SEAL Team 6 raid on Osama bin 
Laden’s compound in Pakistan. 

As co-chair of the Special Operations 
Forces Caucus, I commend the targeted 
approach of our intelligence agencies 
and our special operators who brought 
this terrorist to justice. The success of 
that raid showed our enemies that 
America will not stop until those who 
threaten our safety are eliminated. 

Now we are facing a new and dy-
namic threat to our security in the 
form of ISIS, and last week we were re-
minded of the sacrifices of our service-
members when Charles Keating IV, a 
Coronado-based Navy SEAL, was killed 
on the front lines of this fight. 

Just as we did 5 years ago, we must 
act decisively to destroy this threat, to 
support our men and women in uni-
form, and to keep Americans safe by 
following a smart and strong national 
security strategy that eliminates ISIS. 

f 

ACHIEVING A PEACEFUL SOLU-
TION BETWEEN AZERBAIJAN 
AND ARMENIA 

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, many 
Americans are deeply concerned over 
the recent surge in hostilities along 
the front line between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. This outbreak of violence 
has claimed dozens of lives on both 
sides. 

As we have seen in eastern Ukraine 
and Georgia, Russia continues to ex-
ploit separatist movements along its 
periphery to pressure America’s friends 
and bring them back into its orbit. We 
must remain steadfast in our support 
for our friends in Azerbaijan in the face 
of this Russian meddling. 

These latest hostilities between Azer-
baijan and Armenia, once again, re-
mind us of the urgency to find a peace-
ful solution to the protracted Nagorno- 
Karabakh conflict. I urge the adminis-

tration to step up its efforts to achieve 
a peaceful solution and to work with 
both sides to stabilize the situation. 

f 

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, 
INC., BETA MU OMEGA CHAPTER 
(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate the outstanding, the il-
lustrious, the venerable Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Beta Mu Omega Chap-
ter in Fort Worth, Texas, for its 80 
years of dedicated service to the com-
munity. 

Founded in 1936 by 13 graduate 
women, the Beta Mu Omega Chapter 
has continued the founding organiza-
tion’s commitment to scholarship, sis-
terhood, and service. Since its incep-
tion, Beta Mu Omega has provided nu-
merous humanitarian services, volun-
teer hours, and financial contributions 
to the Fort Worth community. 

The chapter continues to give back 
to the community by providing Easter 
baskets for the children at the Poly-
technic High School Daycare Center, 
by bringing cleaning supplies and 
toiletries to the residents of the Como 
Community Church of Hope, by pur-
chasing books for children in Fort 
Worth through the Reading is Funda-
mental program, and by providing a 
scholarship opportunity for high school 
graduates, which has raised over $32,000 
since 1976. 

I ask my colleagues to please join me 
in congratulating the Beta Mu Omega 
Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority for its 80 years of distinguished 
service to the Fort Worth community. 

f 

VICE PRESIDENT GORE’S 
PREDICTIONS ARE NOT TRUE 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, in 2006, former Vice President Al 
Gore released his film, ‘‘An Inconven-
ient Truth.’’ Now, a decade later, most 
of Vice President Gore’s predictions, 
inconveniently, have not become true. 

For example, he claimed that Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s tallest peak, 
would be snow free within the decade; 
yet there is still snow on Kilimanjaro 
year round. 

Mr. Gore claimed that extreme 
weather would intensify due to climate 
change, but even the very liberal Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change found low confidence that ex-
treme weather events would increase in 
the future. 

Mr. Gore also, conveniently, ignored 
the 15-year halt in global warming. A 
recent peer-reviewed study published in 
the journal ‘‘Nature’’ confirms this hi-
atus. 

The only truth is that Mr. Gore’s pre-
dictions, like those of many climate 
change extremists, simply have not be-
come true. 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to represent vibrant AAPI com-
munities in my 44th Congressional Dis-
trict, and I salute my 12 Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Islander colleagues 
here in the House, including six from 
California. 

May is Asian Pacific American Herit-
age Month, which is a month dedicated 
to honoring the countless contribu-
tions and immeasurable accomplish-
ments of Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders. The legacies of these com-
munities are tied to both proud and 
dark chapters of American history. 

We remember the Chinese laborers 
who faced grueling conditions while 
constructing the Transcontinental 
Railroad, as well as the cruel irony of 
patriotic Japanese American troops 
who fought in World War II while their 
families back home were kept in U.S. 
internment camps. For generations, 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 
have worked to better this country de-
spite often facing discrimination and 
hardship. 

As educators, activists, artists, small 
business owners, servicemen and 
-women, and elected officials, Asian 
American and Pacific Islanders have 
added so much to this Nation. They are 
a reminder that diversity continues to 
be America’s greatest strength. It is 
why I will continue to fight to fix our 
broken immigration system, to expand 
opportunities for people of all back-
grounds, and to combat discrimination 
wherever it occurs. 

f 

TROY HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. TROTT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TROTT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the achievements of the 
historical society in Troy, Michigan. 
The society is celebrating its 50th anni-
versary this year. 

Since 1966, this group of volunteers 
has been a valuable resource in our 
community. Their work has created 
the Troy Historic Village, a cultural 
destination which allows visitors to ex-
plore Michigan’s history and learn 
about the story of the city of Troy. 

History is a treasure that must be 
preserved and used for education. We 
need to understand our past in order to 
build a better future. Over the past 50 
years, historical society members have 
led efforts to preserve 10 historic build-
ings at the village, and they have pro-
vided educational programs for 12,000 
students annually. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the peo-
ple of southeast Michigan, I congratu-
late the Troy Historical Society on its 
50th anniversary. I am confident that 
in the years to come, the dedicated vol-
unteers at the society will continue 
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contributing to our community and 
continue connecting people with Troy’s 
rich historical heritage. 

f 

HIGHER EDUCATION REFORM 
(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I believe ev-
eryone in this Chamber will agree with 
me that when we invest in our students 
and in our schools, we invest in the fu-
ture success of this Nation. 

Yet, as I hear from so many of my 
students back home, the rising costs 
make affording college harder and 
harder for them and their families. On 
average, the class of 2016 will graduate 
with about $37,000 in student debt, up 
about 6 percent from last year. The 
number of students graduating from 
college with debt is about 70 percent of 
them. 

For this reason, comprehensive high-
er education reform should be at the 
forefront of our legislative agenda here 
in Congress. Programs such as the Pell 
grant and the Perkins Loan Program 
should be increased so that we can in-
crease the availability of the American 
Dream. 

Next week I plan to reintroduce the 
Middle Class CHANCE Act, which will 
aid our students in affording college by 
increasing the strength of the Pell 
Grant. 

It is time for this Congress to address 
the increasing costs of college and 
make college more affordable for fu-
ture generations and working families. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF HANK 
LEVY 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the life of 
Mr. Henry ‘‘Hank’’ Levy and all of his 
accomplishments in improving the Sa-
vannah community. 

Born in 1927, in Savannah, to Morton 
and Sadie Kaufman, Mr. Levy began 
drawing on boards in his father’s archi-
tectural firm at the age of 14. This 
early interest in architecture, along 
with the guidance of his father, led Mr. 
Levy to attend Georgia Tech, and then 
architectural school in France. After 
graduation, Mr. Levy made numerous, 
significant improvements to the Sa-
vannah community. 

He led the effort to build the Harry 
S. Truman Parkway, a project that is 
now a major thoroughfare for 
Savannahians. Furthermore, he was 
awarded the project to build the ocean-
ography center for Savannah, now 
called the Skidaway Institute of 
Oceanography. His other projects in-
clude designs for the Savannah Airport 
Terminal, Levy’s department store, the 
Great Southern Federal Bank building, 
and more than two dozen churches. 

Mr. Levy not only built structures 
for the Savannah area, but he had a 
generous heart and would help anyone 
in need. Once, he paid for the cap and 
gown of a student who couldn’t afford 
it when he graduated from Savannah 
State University. 

Mr. Levy died on Monday, May 2, 
2016, at the age of 89. His heartfelt de-
votion and energetic spirit will truly 
be missed. 

f 

HONORING MARION FLETCHER 
AND TROY BUCK 

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
I rise in honor of two legends in the 
National FFA program. 

Marion Fletcher and Troy Buck have 
been leaders in the Future Farmers of 
America for more than 50 years each. 

Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Buck have 
taught students the values of hard 
work, morals, and leadership. The love 
these men hold for agriculture edu-
cation is evident in the numerous 
awards and recognition that have been 
bestowed upon them. They have lived 
lives of service and dedication to Ar-
kansas, to agriculture, and, most im-
portantly, to the youth of our great 
State, modeling to us the FFA motto 
of ‘‘learning to do, doing to learn, earn-
ing to live, and living to serve.’’ 

While I congratulate them on their 
impending retirements, I can’t help but 
feel a loss for future generations of stu-
dents who will miss out on the oppor-
tunity to learn from two men who im-
pacted my life and the lives of count-
less others. 

Thank you, Mr. Buck and Mr. Fletch-
er, for your wisdom and mentorship. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FRED 
FESENMYER ON YELLOW DOG 
AWARD 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Fred Fesenmyer of Bradford, McKean 
County. 

Mr. Fesenmyer will be recognized 
next month with the Penn-Brad Oil 
Museum’s Yellow Dog Award, which is 
intended to recognize the leadership 
and dedication of those who have 
helped preserve the history of the 
Bradford Oil Field and its unique cul-
ture. 

The Bradford Oil Field is an essential 
part of Pennsylvania’s history since it 
was there that oil was first discovered 
in 1859, when Colonel Edwin Drake 
drilled the world’s first commercial oil 
well. Even today, Bradford is home to 
the Nation’s oldest continuously oper-
ating oil refinery. 

Fred’s contributions are vital to the 
region as the CEO of the world’s oldest 

family-owned and -operated inde-
pendent oil firm, the Minard Run Oil 
Company, which was founded by his 
great-grandfather, Lewis Emery, Jr. 

In addition to his activities in busi-
ness, Fred is an active member of the 
Penn-Brad Oil Museum and serves on 
multiple boards that are dedicated to 
the community, including the Bradford 
Airport Authority, the Pennsylvania 
Oil and Gas Association, and the Drake 
Well Foundation. 

I congratulate Mr. Fesenmyer on this 
achievement, and I wish him continued 
success in serving his community in 
the years ahead. 

f 

b 1230 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Madam Speaker, as we 
recognize National Police Week, I rise 
today for a somber occasion. I rise to 
honor the life and memory of Detective 
Brad Lancaster of the Kansas City, 
Kansas, Police Department who was 
tragically killed in the line of duty 
earlier this week. 

As a veteran of the United States Air 
Force and a 20-year veteran of local po-
lice departments in the Kansas City 
metro area, he spent his career as a 
public servant, putting himself in 
harm’s way in order to keep our com-
munities safer. 

Two days ago, he was shot and killed 
while assisting patrol officers respond-
ing to a suspicious person call. He was 
only 39 years old. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
his loved ones left behind after this 
tragic event: his wife, his mother, and 
his two daughters, who are just ages 9 
and 10. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Kansas City com-
munity and Detective Lancaster’s fam-
ily begin to heal, let us never forget 
the selflessness and bravery of police 
officers across our country who work 
tirelessly each and every day to en-
force our laws, protect our commu-
nities, and save lives. 

f 

THE FACES OF OPIOID ABUSE 
DEMAND A SOLUTION 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Madam Speaker, in 
2014, our community leaders, families, 
and victims alike came together to 
fight the growing epidemic of heroin 
and opioid abuse in northern Illinois. 
Together we launched a district-wide 
action plan. Today we can celebrate 
many successes as its recommenda-
tions have been implemented. 

This year DuPage County celebrated 
100 lives saved by first responders using 
Narcan. Lake County officers counted 
65 rescues, and there are many more 
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throughout the Chicago suburbs. Trag-
ically, relapses and overdoses still 
claim lives. 

I have met families and parents who 
know this too well. Tim Ryan grew up 
in my district in Crystal Lake and 
overcame his own heroin habit only to 
see his own 20-year-old son die of an 
overdose. 

Today, this afternoon, tonight, young 
people are still using heroin. Prescrip-
tion drugs are still being abused in our 
communities. Our fight is far from 
over. We must continue to work 
through meaningful community and 
State partnerships. 

Connecting affected individuals and 
organizations with each other is para-
mount to our future success. The faces 
and the stories of heroin are real. They 
demand and deserve hope and solu-
tions. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
YEMEN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114–134) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN) laid before the House the 
following message from the President 
of the United States; which was read 
and, together with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and ordered to be print-
ed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13611 of May 16, 2012, with respect 
to Yemen is to continue in effect be-
yond May 16, 2016. 

The actions and policies of certain 
members of the Government of Yemen 
and others continue to threaten Yem-
en’s peace, security, and stability, in-
cluding by obstructing the implemen-
tation of the agreement of November 
23, 2011, between the Government of 
Yemen and those in opposition to it, 
which provided for a peaceful transi-
tion of power that meets the legitimate 
demands and aspirations of the Yemeni 
people for change, and by obstructing 
the political process in Yemen. For 
this reason, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13611 with respect to Yemen. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 12, 2016. 

COMPREHENSIVE OPIOID ABUSE 
REDUCTION ACT OF 2016 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 5046, about to be considered by 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 720 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5046. 

The Chair appoints the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1234 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5046) to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to authorize 
the Attorney General to make grants 
to assist State and local governments 
in addressing the national epidemic of 
opioid abuse, and for other purposes, 
with Ms. FOXX in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 

GOODLATTE) and the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Chairman, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Today the United States is in the 
throes of an epidemic of prescription 
opioid and heroin abuse. Every Member 
of this body has heard a tragic story 
about a constituent who has become 
addicted to opioids, and, tragically, 
many have lost their lives to the addic-
tion. 

The statistics are shocking. In 2014, 
47,055 Americans died from a drug over-
dose. Of those deaths, 18,893 were at-
tributable to prescription pain reliev-
ers and 10,574 were related to heroin. 
The number of opioids prescribed near-
ly tripled from 1991 to 2013. 

Though the United States has 5 per-
cent of the world’s population, Ameri-
cans consume 80 percent of the global 
opioid supply. More than half of chron-
ic prescription drug abusers obtain 
those pills from prescriptions written 
for them or for friends or family mem-
bers. In 2014, nearly half a million teen-
agers used prescription painkillers for 
nonmedical purposes. 

My home State of Virginia is not im-
mune to the ravages of opioid addic-
tion. In 1999, approximately 23 people 
died from abuse of fentanyl, 

hydrocodone, methadone, and 
oxycodone, the leading prescription 
opioids abused. By 2013, that number 
jumped to 386 prescription opioid 
deaths, a staggering increase of 1,578 
percent. 

In 2013 alone, deaths attributed to 
fentanyl use increased by more than 
100 percent. Data also shows a sharp 
rise in heroin deaths in Virginia. In 
2010, 49 deaths were attributed to her-
oin use. By 2013, just 3 years later, that 
figure had risen to 213, an increase of 
334 percent. The number of drug over-
dose deaths in Virginia surpassed the 
number of traffic fatalities for the first 
time in 2014. 

This is a problem that affects Ameri-
cans in all regions of the country, 
across all socioeconomic levels, and 
one that Congress will address with 
passage of H.R. 5046, the Comprehen-
sive Opioid Abuse Reduction Act of 
2016, and other opioid legislation ap-
proved by the House this week. 

H.R. 5046, sponsored by Crime, Ter-
rorism, Homeland Security, and Inves-
tigations Subcommittee Chairman JIM 
SENSENBRENNER, provides resources to 
States, localities, Indian tribes, and 
others to help fight the historic prob-
lem of opioid abuse. I am pleased to be 
an original cosponsor of this bill. 

H.R. 5046 is an important, reasonable 
piece of legislation that will do a great 
deal to combat the opioid epidemic. It 
creates a comprehensive opioid abuse 
reduction program at the Department 
of Justice, which will direct Federal re-
sources for drug abuse programs tar-
geted at the opioid problem within our 
criminal justice system. By styling 
this as a competitive grant program for 
opioids, this bill will give States and 
localities maximum flexibility to at-
tack opioid abuse issues unique to 
their communities. 

States will be able to use the grant 
funds for a variety of important crimi-
nal justice programs, including alter-
natives to incarceration, treatment 
programs for incarcerated individuals, 
juvenile opioid abuse, investigation 
and enforcement of drug trafficking 
and distribution laws, and significant 
training for first responders in car-
rying and administering opioid over-
dose reversal drugs like naloxone. 

States will also be allowed to enlist 
nonprofit organizations, including 
faith-based organizations, in the fight 
against opioid abuse. The bill author-
izes this new program at $103 million 
annually over 5 years. 

Importantly, the comprehensive 
grant program created by H.R. 5046 is 
fully offset in accordance with the 
House CutGo protocol. This means that 
Congress has successfully directed 
funds to address the opioid epidemic by 
taking advantage of existing funding 
streams to Department of Justice 
grant programs. The result is no net 
increase in spending authorizations 
and no additional burden on the Amer-
ican taxpayer, which is a responsible, 
good government approach to this epi-
demic. 
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H.R. 5046 is thoughtful, historic legis-

lation that, once enacted, will help ful-
fill Congress’ duty to protect the 
American people. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Chairwoman, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am pleased to rise in support of 
H.R. 5046, the Comprehensive Opioid 
Abuse Reduction Act. 

H.R. 5046 is an important com-
plement to a wide range of legislation 
being considered in the House this 
week that is aimed at combating the 
devastating impact of drug abuse and 
addiction that is afflicting commu-
nities across our Nation. 

We are, in fact, in the midst of a 
major public health crisis caused by 
prescription and opioid abuse. It is a 
crisis that affects Americans of all 
ages, races, and income levels in our 
cities, suburbs, and rural areas across 
the United States. 

Drug overdoses are now the leading 
cause of death in our Nation. In my 
State of Michigan, for example, there 
were 1,745 drug overdose deaths in 2014, 
and more than half of these overdose 
deaths were attributed to opioids and 
heroin. In fact, 78 Americans die from 
an opioid overdose every single day. I 
am very familiar with the devastation 
heroin can exact over people and their 
communities. 

Heroin took a deadly toll on Detroit 
in the 1970s and is now threatening to 
take hold of a new generation of ad-
dicts. Armed with lessons learned from 
that era and the crack epidemic of the 
1980s, we are wiser and more capable. 
This time we can and must do more to 
respond to this crisis. 

Fortunately, a number of States have 
undertaken various innovative meas-
ures to better respond to the rapid in-
crease of individuals addicted to pre-
scription opioids and heroin and to pre-
vent individuals from dying as a result 
of drug overdose. 

For instance, the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations Sub-
committee held a hearing last year 
that examined, among other things, 
the promising use of the law enforce-
ment-assisted diversion approach em-
ployed in cities such as Seattle and 
Santa Fe. 

We have learned that there are suc-
cessful ways to get addicts to treat-
ment and to quickly provide them with 
needed services that address their ad-
diction and prevent recidivism. We 
know that evidence-based treatment 
and treatment alternatives to incarcer-
ation work. 

The Comprehensive Opioid Addiction 
Recovery Act, as authorized by H.R. 
5046, would establish a competitive 
grant program to provide funds to 
State and local governments to con-
tinue and improve their efforts to pro-
tect Americans from the dangers of 
opioid and heroin abuse and to make 

sure that addicts have access to the 
services that are provided. 

Funds from the new grant program 
could be used for the following pur-
poses: treatment alternatives to incar-
ceration, collaboration between State 
criminal justice agencies and State 
substance abuse systems, for first re-
sponders to purchase and be trained in 
the use of naloxone, medication-as-
sisted treatment programs by criminal 
justice agencies, investigating the 
legal distribution of opioids, prescrip-
tion drug monitoring programs, ad-
dressing juvenile opioid abuse, and for 
comprehensive opioid abuse response 
programs. 

b 1245 

Our communities need our assistance 
in meeting the threat of opioid abuse, 
and this bill before us will fund innova-
tive approaches to the problem such as 
the LEAD program developed in Se-
attle that I mentioned earlier. 

H.R. 5046 would go a long way toward 
providing that critical help, and so, ac-
cordingly, I support this bill. I urge all 
my colleagues to give it their support 
as well. 

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Chair, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER), the 
chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, 
and Investigations of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and the chief author 
of this legislation. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam 
Chairman, I rise in support of H.R. 5046, 
the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Re-
duction Act. 

The misuse of and addiction to 
opioids, such as heroin, morphine, and 
other prescription pain medications, 
has had a devastating hold on this 
country. It affects every State and 
every district. Prescription painkillers 
and heroin are the primary driving 
forces behind this epidemic. According 
to the Federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, in 2014, 45 percent 
of the people who used heroin reported 
that they were also addicted to pre-
scription painkillers. 

Additionally, drug overdoses now 
surpass automobile accidents as the 
leading cause of injury-related death 
for Americans between the ages of 25 
and 64. Nearly a half million Americans 
lost their lives to drug overdoses in 
2015. More than 800 of those deaths oc-
curred in my home State of Wisconsin, 
double the number of deaths from 
overdoses in 2004, just 11 years earlier. 
Yet, despite these staggering numbers, 
the crisis is getting worse. Drug over-
dose deaths have increased 137 percent 
since 2010, with opioid-related overdose 
deaths increasing by 200 percent. 

The moment to reverse our current 
course and make a genuine and lasting 
impact in the fight against addiction is 
here. All over the country, people are 
calling on Congress to find solutions. 
In townhall meetings, on the campaign 

trail, and through social media, law-
makers are hearing heartbreaking sto-
ries from families and friends of ad-
dicted individuals and leaders of im-
pacted communities. 

There is no single solution to this 
epidemic. The most effective way to 
approach addiction is to pursue a com-
prehensive response, which must in-
clude a strict focus on prevention, law 
enforcement strategies to stop drug 
dealers and traffickers, a plan to ad-
dress overdosing, and a plan to 
strengthen opioid abuse treatment and 
recovery options for those struggling 
with their addiction. 

The Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Re-
duction Act is an important piece of 
this puzzle. While State and local offi-
cials and community organizations 
must be at the forefront of confronting 
this challenge, the Federal Govern-
ment should help support these efforts. 
My legislation authorizes the Attorney 
General to make grants available to 
States and localities for a number of 
services related to opioid and heroin 
abuse. 

The grant program contains eight al-
lowable uses of the grant funds, which 
are broadly construed to give States 
flexibility in responding to the epi-
demic within their borders, meaning 
not a one-size-fits-all program. These 
include alternatives to the incarcer-
ation programs; collaboration between 
criminal justice agencies and sub-
stance abuse systems; training for first 
responders in carrying and admin-
istering opioid overdose reversal drugs, 
including naloxone; and prescription 
drug monitoring programs. 

It is imperative that we pursue ag-
gressive measures to stint opioids’ dan-
gerous progression, for a stronger, 
more prosperous America. The Com-
prehensive Opioid Abuse Reduction Act 
is a commonsense and bipartisan ap-
proach that addresses the issue head-on 
and will make a positive impact on our 
fight against addiction. H.R. 5046 is 
fully offset and contains strong ac-
countability provisions to ensure fund-
ing is spent wisely. 

I want to thank Chairman GOOD-
LATTE and my colleagues in the Senate 
for their tremendous work while ad-
dressing the opioid epidemic. I am opti-
mistic that, with passage of this bill 
and the additional opioid measures the 
House of Representatives is considering 
this week, we can go quickly to con-
ference and send meaningful legisla-
tion to the President for his signature. 
I urge my colleagues to vote for H.R. 
5046. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Chairwoman, 
I yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE), the 
ranking member on the Subcommittee 
on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Secu-
rity, and Investigations of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, who has done 
tremendous work on this subject. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Chair, I 
thank the distinguished ranking mem-
ber and the dean of this institution for 
yielding and for his leadership; but it is 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:42 May 12, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12MY7.021 H12MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2298 May 12, 2016 
even more powerful that the leadership 
joins with our distinguished chairman 
of the full committee, Mr. GOODLATTE, 
because this is the beginning of our ef-
fort of criminal justice reform that 
certainly has been one of the guiding 
focuses of the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Home-
land Security, and Investigations, Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER, who has, likewise, 
been a former chair of the full com-
mittee but has steadily worked on 
thoughtful legislation dealing with the 
overall issue of criminal justice re-
form. 

I am delighted to be a partner in this 
legislation and to be a cosponsor and to 
work on this whole concept of dealing 
with opioids but, as well, to deal with 
the question of criminal justice reform 
with a whole new attitude. 

I might say that I heard words from 
Leader PELOSI yesterday evening as she 
received the Hubert H. Humphrey Civil 
and Human Rights Award. She indi-
cated that there are three major issues 
that we should be governed by in this 
Congress: number one, children; num-
ber two, children; and number three, 
children. 

One might ask: Why are we dis-
cussing children? I thought we were 
discussing the Comprehensive Opioid 
Abuse Reduction Act of 2016, and that 
we are. I am very pleased that it is a 
very forthright and thoughtful ap-
proach to this issue. I support it. But it 
is a compilation, if you will, of many 
thoughts about how we should deal 
with the question of mass incarcer-
ation. 

What does mass incarceration deal 
with? It deals with human beings. It 
deals with men and women. It deals 
with families. It deals with mothers 
who have children. Previously, if you 
were on any manner of drugs or you 
possessed drugs, you were nonviolent, 
you were incarcerated. If you were on 
crack or cocaine, you were incarcer-
ated. 

I commend the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Home-
land Security, and Investigations, Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER, for his work, as I said, 
and Chairman GOODLATTE and Ranking 
Member CONYERS because we now have, 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
a legislative initiative that does not 
have mandatory minimums. In fact, it 
deals with a passionate and compas-
sionate approach, and it deals with the 
issue of addiction and recovery, the bill 
that I was a sponsor of earlier, a prede-
cessor to this one, the Comprehensive 
Addiction and Recovery Act. 

I would be happy to see the com-
mittee pass that bill, but I am pleased 
that we have been able to work to-
gether to produce an alternative bill 
that will help address issues related to 
opioid abuse—again, I emphasize, no 
mandatory minimums, but a way of ad-
dressing this question, Madam Chair, 
that I think will be long term. 

I look forward to continued collabo-
ration with my colleagues to find addi-
tional solutions to the drug crisis 

America now faces. We must take ac-
tion because today a leading killer of 
Americans is drug overdose. Between 
2000 and 2014, almost a half million peo-
ple died from drug overdoses. Many of 
these deaths were preventable. In 2014 
alone, more than 47,000 people died of 
drug overdoses. The largest percentage 
of overdose deaths in 2014 was attrib-
utable to opioids like prescription 
painkillers, methadone, morphine, and 
heroin. Therein lies the origin of this 
massive impact, including our juve-
niles, who find them in many different 
ways. Specifically, 28,647 people 
overdosed and died because of an opioid 
in 2014. 

We are experiencing an emergency 
that impacts citizens in every State, 
city, and town in this country—that is, 
prescription painkiller and opioid 
abuse. This emergency is compounded 
due to the perilous connection between 
prescription painkillers and heroin. I 
get it. We understand that physicians 
who did take their oath very seriously 
wanted to provide the medical care, the 
legitimate medical care when there 
was a massive response to pain from all 
of their patients and others. 

Prescription painkiller abuse is the 
strongest risk factor for future heroin 
use, but it came about maybe not 
through the prescription and the ini-
tial prescription, but from lack of in-
formation that patients should have 
about the impact of opioids: what it 
does to the brain, what it does when 
you do not have it, how you become ad-
dicted. So out of this, approximately 
three out of four new heroin users re-
port that their use began with their 
abuse of prescription painkillers ini-
tially given to them legitimately for 
medical reasons. 

Heroin use becomes appealing to 
those addicted to prescription pain-
killers because it is cheaper and easier 
to obtain. Due to its potency, heroin 
use tends to lead to addiction. The 
same kind of lack of information 
maybe led to a young woman, in my 
district, on hydrocodone with two lit-
tle babies in the car driving and side-
swiping two cars and killing an inno-
cent person on a motorcycle. 

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Chair, I yield 
the gentlewoman an additional 2 min-
utes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Or the mother 
who gave hydrocodone and alcohol as a 
prom gift to her son and his date. That 
date wound up dead at the end of that 
prom. 

The rate at which the occurrence of 
heroin overdose deaths increased is 
cause for alarm. In the 4 years between 
2010 and 2014, heroin overdoses more 
than tripled. 

This legislation encourages the de-
velopment of alternatives to incarcer-
ation that provide treatment as a solu-
tion to the underlying motivation for 
criminal behavior or conduct associ-
ated with mental disorders. We must 
make our best efforts. It puts police in 

a position to be trained to use those 
drugs that will help when they come 
upon an unconscious person, like 
naloxone. It allows the criminal justice 
system to talk to the substance abuse 
system. In essence, it increases the use 
and availability of those drugs. Addic-
tion is a disease; we recognize that. 

Finally, if I might say, I started with 
children, children, children. Just 
today, Dr. Phil is here discussing the 
foster care system. He said that most 
children are taken away because of ne-
glect, and that neglect is based upon 
the use of drugs. That is a wrong direc-
tion. The direction should be that we 
keep families together, we invest, and 
we provide the training to provide 
them parental skills and, if they are 
addicted, to get them off of those ad-
dictive ways to be able to keep families 
together. 

Today I will introduce a bill that pro-
vides for nurseries in the Federal pris-
on system for women in short-term 
nonviolent offenses, mostly drug of-
fenses, to reinforce the value of moth-
ers and children being together. This 
bill, even though it may not point to 
that, is an overall change of attitude 
that looks to America and says: We 
want you not to be addicted. We don’t 
want you to be on prescription drugs 
and lead you to addiction after your 
illness is over. We want you to be cared 
for medically, but we don’t want you to 
become addicted. In order to do that, 
we are not going to criminalize you. 
We are going to give you treatment 
and allow the criminal justice system— 
police, prosecutors, and others—to 
have an alternative to ensure that that 
can be done. 

I am very pleased that we are on the 
floor today. I know that we will have 
an omnibus tomorrow. I hope that you 
will support the underlying bill. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Chairman, 
it is now my pleasure to yield 21⁄2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. ROGERS), the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam 
Chair, I thank the chairman and con-
gratulate him on a great bill. 

When the abuse of prescription medi-
cations silently took hold of rural 
towns in Appalachia over a decade ago, 
we knew we had to do something to 
curb the rising tide of addiction and 
overdose deaths. 

b 1300 
We gathered individuals from all dis-

ciplines and backgrounds—teachers, 
preachers, parents, judges, cops, doc-
tors, pharmacists, community leaders, 
and others—to brainstorm as to what 
we could do to address the staggering 
problem. 

We quickly realized there was no sil-
ver bullet that could easily solve the 
crisis, but we responded by creating a 
holistic, multidisciplinary organiza-
tion called Operation UNITE: Unlawful 
Narcotics Investigations Treatment 
and Education. 

Since 2003, UNITE’s law enforcement 
agents have confiscated more than $12 
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million worth of these drugs and ar-
rested over 4,300 bad actors. But we 
also established 30 drug courts so that 
the nonviolent offenders could get 
their lives back on track. 

UNITE established a toll-free treat-
ment referral helpline, receiving 1,200 
calls a month. We have provided 4,000 
free vouchers to individuals who other-
wise would be unable to access treat-
ment for their addiction. 

UNITE also works hard to engage our 
young people through community coa-
litions of thousands of people as well as 
UNITE clubs in our schools. Over 
100,000 students have taken part in 
antidrug education activities to warn 
about the dangers of prescription 
drugs. 

Today it is difficult to imagine a sin-
gle town in the country that has eluded 
the devastating grasp of opioid addic-
tion. So UNITE took its model to the 
national stage. 

Over the past 5 years, the National 
Prescription Drug Abuse and Heroin 
Summit in Atlanta has brought to-
gether thousands of our country’s 
brightest, most dedicated minds. 

At the Federal level, we should be 
replicating UNITE’s holistic, 
multipronged approach. I am, there-
fore, proud to support this bill, which 
will enable communities around the 
country to unite to implement similar 
strategies, incorporating law enforce-
ment, treatment, and education. 

There is no silver bullet, Mr. Chair-
man, to bring an end to addiction, but 
together we can certainly save lives 
and restore hope in every community. I 
think this bill allows that to occur. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. RYAN), who is very concerned 
about this issue. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I 
want to thank the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER for all their good work on 
this. This is really one of the great 
days, great weeks, I think, on this 
House floor because of what we are 
doing here to address the heroin and 
opioid crisis in America. 

It is sad to watch someone from Vir-
ginia and someone from Wisconsin and 
someone from Michigan and someone 
from Ohio and someone from Texas all 
get up and really kind of embody and 
express how deep this problem is in our 
country today. I know we have all been 
to calling hours and we have all been 
to funerals and seen up close and per-
sonal how devastating this epidemic is 
here in the United States. 

Like many of my colleagues, unfortu-
nately, Ohio has now seen accidental 
deaths by overdose surpass even car ac-
cidents. So we all need to come to-
gether, Democrats and Republicans, to 
try to solve this problem. I think this 
week is a major step in that direction. 

I am supporting the Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Reduction Act and many 
other bills that are coming to this floor 
this week. 

In Trumbull County alone, one of my 
biggest counties, a few months back we 

had 22 overdoses and, of that, 7 deaths 
in that one county. This is pervasive in 
Cuyahoga County, which is Cleveland. 
We have almost one death a day that 
we are dealing with in Ohio. 

So the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse 
Reduction Act program creates at the 
Department of Justice a real oppor-
tunity for us to fix this program. It fo-
cuses on how we can tackle substance 
abuse through preventative programs, 
expansion of the prescription drug pro-
grams, and resources for veteran treat-
ment court programs. That is one of 
the key elements of this: how we are 
going to make sure our veterans can 
get diverted through veterans courts. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. DONOVAN). 
The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
the gentleman an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. In Ohio alone, we 
have seen first responders use 
naloxone. In 2013, over 12,000 doses were 
administered. This is a huge problem. 
We have seen the men and women and 
we have seen the families that have 
been destroyed because of this. 

I hope that, as we get the Senate bill 
out of conference, we make sure that it 
is comprehensive, that it is addiction, 
treatment, and recovery, and, as we 
move through the budget process, 
through the appropriations process, we 
make sure that there is the appropriate 
revenue, the appropriate amount of 
money, going to these programs that 
will ultimately hit the ground and help 
us get our arms around this program. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. MIMI WALTERS), a 
member of the Judiciary Committee. 

Ms. MIMI WALTERS of California. 
Mr. Chairman, across the United 
States we are faced with a substance 
abuse epidemic that results in 
overdoses, addiction, and, for too 
many, death. From opioids to heroin, 
no community—not even Orange Coun-
ty, the place I have called home for 50 
years—is immune. 

Statistics show that nearly 130 peo-
ple die every single day from drug 
abuse. Though this is a nationwide epi-
demic, there is not a one-size-fits-all 
cure to addiction. That is why the 
Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Reduc-
tion Act is so important. 

This bill will create a grant program 
to help State and local governments 
combat opioid addiction in their com-
munities and give them flexibility to 
dedicate resources to the needs of their 
specific community, whether that 
means prescription drug monitoring 
programs, overdose treatment training 
for first responders, or rehabilitation 
programs. 

This legislation passed the Judiciary 
Committee with unanimous support. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill because its passage 
will save lives and help Americans suf-
fering from addiction reclaim their 
lives. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
3 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. FRANKEL). 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of 
this critical legislation to address the 
nationwide opioid epidemic which has 
affected south Florida, where I am 
from, as it has communities from Cali-
fornia to New Hampshire. 

Today I want to tell you about a re-
lated crisis that is obstructing the re-
covery of addicts and damaging the 
character of south Florida neighbor-
hoods, and neighborhoods across the 
Nation. I am talking about the over-
proliferation in residential areas of 
group homes for recovering addicts 
called sober homes. 

In theory, it is a very good thing, a 
way to reintegrate addicts back into 
the community. It is activity protected 
by two historic laws that prohibit dis-
crimination in housing against persons 
with disabilities. 

But this civil rights protection is 
being abused by two many unscrupu-
lous actors who are luring young 
adults away from their families and 
placing them in group homes that have 
no standards and then leaving them to 
their own devices until their insurance 
runs out. The result is an overdosing 
nightmare as well as an increase in 
homelessness, code enforcement viola-
tions, and crime. 

Making matters worse, cities and 
towns feel regulation and consumer 
protection would be in violation of 
Federal law. As a consequence, we are 
seeing thousands of sober homes in 
south Florida disrupting services and 
the health and safety of neighborhoods 
and leaving young people who are try-
ing to repair their lives spiraling back 
into hopelessness. 

Mr. Chair, I urge this Congress and 
the President to work with folks in my 
area and around the country to find the 
proper balance between protecting the 
rights of addicts and getting them re-
covered and keeping the integrity and 
character of our neighborhoods. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN). 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 5046. I 
thank the gentleman from Wisconsin 
for his work to combat the Nation’s 
opioid epidemic. 

This legislation is important to the 
whole country and will especially have 
positive impacts in Arkansas by free-
ing up new grants for funds for drug 
courts. Drug courts have a positive im-
pact on people’s lives and are integral 
to countering our Nation’s opioid epi-
demic. 

Drug courts in Arkansas have a 
strong record of success. Last week I 
visited with Judge Berlin Jones in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. His Jefferson County 
drug court has a recidivism rate of 
only 4.9 percent. 

Drug courts have also saved billions 
of taxpayer dollars, on average, be-
cause it costs $14 a day to send a person 
to a drug court whereas incarceration 
costs $58 per day in my State of Arkan-
sas. Taxpayers also save money be-
cause these individuals can return to 
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the workforce and provide for their 
families. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask my colleagues to 
support H.R. 5046 to counter this epi-
demic ruining our families and commu-
nities. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr. GUINTA). 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Chairman, I am 
proud to rise in support of H.R. 5046, 
the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Re-
duction Act, which will provide more 
effective cooperation between our law 
enforcement and treatment agencies, 
grow our treatment capabilities, and 
strengthen programs for training and 
veterans. This bill is an important step 
in combating the growing costs of the 
terrible opioid epidemic. 

Just last year, in my home State of 
New Hampshire, deadly overdoses fol-
lowing the abuse of heroin killed over 
430 people. That staggering figure 
marks the rising toll of this epidemic. 

I commend my colleagues for offering 
this legislation as part of the response 
to the epidemic and as part of a wider 
plan moving through the House this 
week. 

This bill aims to bring sorely needed 
resources to different groups and agen-
cies working to help families and indi-
viduals in need, sometimes in des-
perate need. 

For too long, too many of those help-
ing our sons and daughters and our vet-
erans have been underfunded in their 
efforts. This week we have heard and 
shared stories of people suffering from 
this epidemic all over the country. 
These stories help us draft and pass ef-
fective response to the needs of our 
communities. 

We know that no one bill or amend-
ment on its own is equal to the massive 
scale of this epidemic, but together 
they can begin to address some of its 
worst effects and harshest con-
sequences. We need to incorporate the 
best practices that have emerged 
across disciplines and different agen-
cies, and we need to ensure cooperation 
between actors on the ground. 

As part of the House response to the 
Senate-passed Comprehensive Addic-
tion and Recovery Act, this bill rep-
resents our commitment to restoring 
hope in shattered communities. I have 
been a proud sponsor of many of the 
bills coming forward this week, and I 
am pleased that so many have passed 
and many more are expected to pass 
today. 

We provide a cohesive, unified, and 
far-reaching legislative package to 
meet the enormity of this epidemic, 
and I believe we have begun to move in 
that direction. I thank my colleagues 
for their dedication and tireless work 
to support this effort. 

I particularly want to commend 
Chairman GOODLATTE on his leadership 
and his efforts as we continue to help 
and provide hope for people not just in 
New Hampshire, but all across the 
country. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 5046, the Comprehensive Opioid 
Reduction Act of 2016, because we need 
to ensure that every State has the 
tools they need to fight the opioid 
abuse epidemic. 

H.R. 5046 establishes a comprehensive 
opioid abuse grant program to provide 
training to first responders, criminal 
investigation for the distribution of 
opioids, resident treatment centers, 
and drug courts. 

Approximately 47,000 Americans died 
from drug overdoses in 2014, and ap-
proximately 21.5 million people ages 12 
and older suffer from substance abuse. 
As a lifelong pharmacist, I have seen 
firsthand the struggles that these peo-
ple face. 

H.R. 5046 seeks to fight the opioid 
epidemic through a grant program that 
would provide States with the re-
sources to provide programs to help 
Americans fight this disease. 

It would help improve prescription 
drug monitoring programs, help ad-
dress juvenile opioid abuse, give first 
responders the training to reverse 
opioid overdoses, and improve access 
for veterans in treatment court. 

The only way we are going to be able 
to fight this battle is if we work to-
gether as a team to educate and help 
victims of the opioid abuse. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

b 1315 
Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I con-

tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, at 
this time, it is my pleasure to yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Chairman, like 
many States across the country, heroin 
and opioid addiction is shattering peo-
ple’s lives in my State of Michigan as 
well. 

To the families that are suffering, we 
are here to offer solutions, to provide 
hope, and help them recover and get 
back on their feet. 

There are many community-based 
programs and groups in my district 
working on the front lines to raise 
awareness and combat this public 
health crisis; groups like the Monroe 
County Substance Abuse Coalition, the 
Eaton County Substance Abuse Advi-
sory Council, Andy’s Angels in Jack-
son, and many more. 

In Lenawee County, my home coun-
ty, community stakeholders recently 
came together to hold an addiction 
summit, and a recovering addict from 
Monroe County recently organized a 
march to show there is hope after her-
oin. Their work on the local level is ab-
solutely critical. 

Here at the Federal level, we must 
work side-by-side with our State and 
local partners to stop the damaging 
trends of addiction in its tracks. 

The bipartisan legislation we are 
considering today establishes a com-
prehensive opioid abuse reduction pro-
gram, and gives State and localities 
the flexibility to tailor prevention and 
treatment efforts to the specific needs 
of their communities. 

I want to thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative SENSENBRENNER, for his 
leadership on the Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Reduction Act, and I en-
courage its passage so we can help re-
build and save lives in our commu-
nities. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, at 
this time, it is my pleasure to yield 11⁄2 
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. MEEHAN). 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Chairman, I want 
to thank the gentlemen from Virginia 
and from Wisconsin for their great 
work on this important issue. 

I rise in strong support of the Com-
prehensive Opioid Abuse Reduction Act 
for many reasons, but one in par-
ticular, for the support that it now 
gives to Veterans Treatment Courts. 

As a former prosecutor, I saw first-
hand the effectiveness of this. But we 
are also seeing amongst those who are 
struggling with opioid addiction a 
unique cohort being veterans. Many of 
them are returning—in fact, 67 percent 
of our returning vets face mental 
health challenges, and too many of 
them are choosing to self-medicate, or 
are dealing with injuries that they 
have acquired, through opioids. It has 
led to not only addiction, but other 
kinds of behaviors. 

When we are able to bring them into 
the court system under the guidance, it 
creates not only the oversight of the 
system but, as well, the promotion of 
this peer-to-peer in which other vet-
erans enable them to work together to 
get back not only their dignity and 
their lives, but they take advantage of 
the kinds of resources that we have 
within the veterans system to deal 
with the underlying addiction and 
other kinds of issues. 

This is a tremendous additional ef-
fort to authorize a program which we 
have been able to support here in Con-
gress and create permanence for it. I 
believe this is another important op-
portunity for us not to leave our in-
jured back on the battlefield. 

I thank the gentlemen for their sup-
port. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, at 
this time, it is my pleasure to yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. LAHOOD). 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of this measure. 

As a former State and Federal pros-
ecutor who has been in charge of pros-
ecuting narcotics cases, I have seen 
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firsthand the devastating effect that 
opioid and heroin addiction has had. 
This nationwide opioid and heroin epi-
demic stretches home into my district 
in central and west central Illinois. 

Seventy-eight people die from heroin 
or opioid overdoses each day. That has 
quadrupled since 1999. Now it is the 
leading cause of death, far surpassing 
deaths by motor vehicle accidents. 

Just last week I hosted a series of 
roundtable forums across my district 
to personally hear from law enforce-
ment officers, medical professionals, 
treatment providers, local government 
officials, and those who have lost loved 
ones due to overdose. 

They shared with me the reality of 
the situation back home. Law enforce-
ment has had to double its on-hand 
stock of Narcan, and expand training 
for police officers when it comes to 
these overdoses. 

Heroin is now the primary abused 
substance in drug court programs like 
the one in Springfield, Illinois, but 
those programs are at capacity. Treat-
ment centers have waitlists over 40 
days. 

The consensus is clear. This is a pub-
lic health crisis. To end it, we need to 
do a number of things. Update medical 
best practices for coping with pain. We 
need to expand access to addiction spe-
cialists and treatment centers. We need 
to give law enforcement the tools they 
need, and we must continue to promote 
programs like drug courts. 

Because this problem is complex, it 
must be addressed from all angles, and 
that is precisely what we are doing in 
the House this week. 

This bill will address this epidemic, 
and the concerns I heard last week. It 
would establish a comprehensive opioid 
abuse reduction program at the De-
partment of Justice, target Federal re-
sources directly at the opioid problem, 
give States flexibility, and create a 
streamlined comprehensive opioid 
abuse grant program. 

Without raising taxes, this measure 
authorizes $103 million each year for a 
variety of programs, including residen-
tial substance abuse treatment, drug 
courts, training for law enforcement 
and first responders. 

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, it 
is my pleasure to yield an additional 1 
minute to Mr. LAHOOD. 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Chairman, this 
funding includes treatment for law en-
forcement and first responders, and 
criminal investigations for the unlaw-
ful distribution of these opioids. 

Opioid addiction transcends socio-
economic boundaries, racial, gender, 
regional, and educational boundaries. 
We need to address this crisis now. 

I thank my colleague, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, and Chairman GOODLATTE, 
for bringing this legislation forth. This 
is a problem that is preventable, and 
we are doing something about it this 
week in the Congress. 

I am proud to support this legisla-
tion. I look forward to supporting it. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I am 
pleased now to yield as much time as 
she may consume to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chairman, it 
has been refreshing and important to 
listen to the many Members from all 
over the country discussing this impor-
tant initiative and, more proudly, it is 
from the Judiciary Committee, which 
is the holder of the laws and the Con-
stitution of this land. We are here indi-
cating an admittance and a recognition 
that addiction, and opioids, and all 
kinds of addictions are not necessarily 
a crime, and that we do not come to 
this floor, in this bill, with mandatory 
minimums. 

So I want to follow up on some state-
ments that I made on the floor yester-
day and also in the Rules Committee 
concerning the contrast in the way we 
are dealing with the opioid crisis and 
the way we addressed crack cocaine in 
the 1980s. 

Many of those individuals from 
neighborhoods like mine, many of 
them still are incarcerated. And at 
that time, we—I was not here—Con-
gress took action that we are still try-
ing to rectify. 

At one point, more than 80 percent of 
the defendants sentenced for crack co-
caine offenses were African Americans, 
despite the fact that more than 66 per-
cent of crack users were either White 
or Hispanic. 

As we work on other legislation to 
address the enforcement and sen-
tencing disparities related to crack 
issues, we must reexamine our ap-
proach to that and other drug issues. I 
think we are on the right track. I 
think we are being fair. 

This week, the House has been en-
gaged in a comprehensive approach to 
addressing a serious public health cri-
sis involving heroin and other opioids. 

In my earlier statement, I com-
plimented my chairman of the full 
committee and my chairman of the 
subcommittee because we are working 
together. 

Overdoses and deaths involving her-
oin are on the rise. While law enforce-
ment has an appropriate role, the bills, 
including H.R. 5046 before us now, re-
flect a broader strategy that reflects 
the fact that this is an addiction issue. 

I know that Mr. CONYERS and many 
others who are on this floor, Mr. DAVIS, 
we come from inner-city communities, 
and we have watched the young people 
of our community die and lose their fu-
ture life through crack cocaine. 

Accordingly, we are not raising sen-
tences or impacting mandatory mini-
mums, but we are funding anti-addic-
tion mechanisms such as treatment al-
ternatives to incarceration, and we are 
bringing in the police persons, the po-
lice departments. What a great idea: 
criminal justice and substance abuse 
and police persons dealing with this 
issue in a non-incarceration mode. 

We are not adding to mass incarcer-
ation with all of the related and dev-
astating collateral consequences but, 

instead, we are incentivizing State and 
local governments to prevent, treat, 
and heal. That is what we should be 
doing, and that is what we should have 
done for crack and cocaine addicts. 

We are learning. We understand now 
that we have a different pathway, but 
it is not too late. So I am saying to my 
colleagues here as we are working to-
gether, we should find a way before 
Congress has completed its work on 
this legislation and send a bill to the 
President that applies a more com-
prehensive approach, or a comprehen-
sive approach that adds to this very 
strong foundation, including treatment 
alternatives for those who may still be 
suffering from crack and cocaine addic-
tion. 

I remember signing the sentencing, 
the reduction bill that we had in 2009 
dealing with the crack cocaine dispari-
ties. We came together as a bipartisan 
group. So I know that these are things 
that we can do. 

I have had this issue and discussed it 
with the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. CONYERS), and I hope that we can 
work together as we move forward and 
that our colleagues can work together 
as we move forward to look at these 
issues because if we walk our neighbor-
hoods today, from one inner city to the 
next, and maybe our rural commu-
nities, we will find those crack cocaine 
addicts. 

Mr. CONYERS. Will the gentlewoman 
yield? 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I yield to the 
gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. CONYERS. I just want the gen-
tlewoman to know that her recollec-
tion of the years before, where we have 
come from a more narrow focus, more 
punitive, and we now are seeing a 
newer strategy that is far more useful, 
far more successful than before. And I 
want to congratulate her for her perse-
verance and determination that we will 
still get it even better under control 
through our looking carefully at the 
results of our activities. 

I thank the gentlewoman. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank the gen-

tleman. I look forward to working with 
all of my colleagues. 

As I finish, let me just say that 
today, again, I will be introducing the 
recidivism—to End Infant Mortality 
and Reduce Recidivism bill dealing 
with incarcerated women. Many of 
those women are incarcerated because 
of drug addiction issues that involve 
the possession or sale of narcotics. 

What we are attempting to do, if a 
baby is born in prison, we are attempt-
ing to recognize that they should not 
be separated from that mother, and to 
have some postnatal nursery situation 
in a pilot program to examine how that 
works, because we know that addic-
tion, in many instances, has caused 
women to be incarcerated. 

There are many issues that we can 
look at, and I hope, as we work our way 
through this, we will find some solu-
tions for those who are still addicted to 
crack cocaine and need some of the 
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same or similar services that this un-
derlying legislation has. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 5046, 
the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Reduction 
Act of 2016, of which I am an original cospon-
sor. 

I commend the Chairman of the Sub-
committee on Crime, JIM SENSENBRENNER, for 
his work on this bill and I also commend 
Chairman GOODLATTE and Ranking Member 
CONYERS for their ability to find common 
ground on this very important issue. 

I also note that I was a cosponsor of a simi-
lar bill that was the predecessor to this one, 
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery 
Act. 

I would have been happy to see the Com-
mittee pass that bill, but I am pleased that we 
have been able to work together to produce 
an alternative bill that will help address issues 
related to opioid abuse. 

I look forward to continued collaboration 
with my colleagues to find additional solutions 
to the drug crisis America now faces. 

We must take action because today a lead-
ing killer of Americans is drug overdose. 

Between 2000 and 2014, almost half a mil-
lion people died from drug overdoses. 

Many of these deaths were preventable. 
In 2014 alone, more than 47,000 people 

died of drug overdoses. 
The largest percentage of overdose deaths 

in 2014 was attributed to opioids—like pre-
scription painkillers, methadone, morphine, 
and heroin. 

Specifically, 28,647 people overdosed and 
died because of an opioid in 2014. 

We are experiencing an emergency that im-
pacts citizens in every state, city, and town in 
this country—that is prescription painkiller and 
opioid abuse. 

This emergency is compounded due to the 
perilous connection between prescription pain-
killers and heroin. 

Prescription painkiller abuse is the strongest 
risk factor for future heroin use. 

Approximately three out of four new heroin 
users report that their use began with their 
abuse of prescription painkillers. 

Heroin use becomes appealing to those ad-
dicted to prescription painkillers because it is 
cheaper and easier to obtain. 

Due to its potency, heroin use tends to lead 
to addiction. 

Heroin addiction is often deadly, leading to 
overdose or other chronic diseases. 

The rate at which the occurrence of heroin 
overdose deaths increased is cause for alarm. 

In the four years between 2010 and 2014, 
heroin overdoses more than tripled. 

More than 10,500 people died from heroin 
overdoses in 2014. 

In 2013, more than 8,200 people died from 
heroin overdoses. 

In that same year, 11 million people admit-
ted to improper use of prescription of pain-
killers. 

Not only were 11 million people at risk of 
overdosing due to their abuse of prescription 
painkillers, 11 million people were also at high 
risk of becoming addicted to heroin—with its 
attendant risks and dangers. 

This current crisis requires an immediate 
and comprehensive response and the bill be-
fore us today is one element of a broader 
strategy. 

This bill will establish a grant program, to be 
administered by the Department of Justice, to 

assist states and local governments, particu-
larly by helping criminal justice agencies to 
tackle the opioid problem from a variety of an-
gles. 

This bill encourages the development of al-
ternatives to incarceration that provide treat-
ment as a solution to the underlying motivation 
for criminal behavior or conduct associated 
with mental disorders. 

We must make our best efforts to prevent 
individuals from moving from painkillers to her-
oin by making treatment for addicts more ac-
cessible by encouraging the use of evidence- 
based programs, such as medication-assisted 
treatment. 

Life-saving overdose reversal drugs, like 
naloxone, are most valuable in the hands of 
trained individuals who regularly come in con-
tact with individuals who are prone to drug 
overdoses. 

This bill will increase the use and availability 
of naloxone and other overdose reversal drugs 
to first responders. 

Addiction is a disease that affects the brain 
and eventually changes the behavior of ad-
dicts, causing them to experience mental 
health issues and encounter legal problems. 

Treatment is the most reasonable and effec-
tive approach to diverting these individuals 
away from homelessness and prison. 

There are also specific provisions in this bill 
that allow for a wide range of services to be 
offered to our veterans who tend to suffer from 
mental health issues and addiction. 

I support this bill because I believe that it 
will help save lives and prevent and treat 
opioid addiction. 

The approach Congress is taking with the 
crisis of heroin and other opioids is thoughtful 
and comprehensive. 

I hope it signals a departure from some of 
the failed approaches concerning other drug 
crises in the past. 

For instance, our response to the surge in 
crack cocaine in the 1980s was to enact dra-
conian mandatory minimum penalties with 
vastly disparate treatment for crack and pow-
der cocaine. 

Unfortunately, that exacerbated the dis-
proportionate minority impact of our drug laws 
and their enforcement. 

Today, no matter who is suffering from the 
effects of illegal drugs, we must learn from the 
past and embrace new ways of addressing the 
problem. 

The bill before us today, and the ap-
proaches contained in other legislation passed 
by the Senate and introduced in the House, 
reflect our experience in dealing with drug pre-
vention, addiction, treatment, and recovery. 

While there is still work to do in Congress 
to address the mistakes of the past with re-
spect to mandatory minimum sentences that 
are unjust, unwise and financially 
unsustainable, I commend my colleagues for 
embracing drug treatment, alternatives to in-
carceration, and improved training to first re-
sponders and the criminal justice system on 
how to put substance abusers on a better 
path. 

With those considerations in mind, and a 
hopeful note about the progress we are mak-
ing in our approach to these issues, I ask that 
my colleagues join me in voting in favor of this 
important bill. 

I want to follow up on my earlier statement 
concerning the contrast in the way we are 
dealing with the opioid crisis and the way we 
addressed crack cocaine in the 1980s. 

At that time, we Congress took action that 
we are still trying to rectify. 

At one point, more than 80% of the defend-
ants sentenced for crack offenses were Afri-
can American, despite the fact that more than 
66% of crack users are white or Hispanic. 

As we work on other legislation to address 
the enforcement and sentencing disparities re-
lated to the crack issue, we must re-examine 
our approach to that and other drug issues. 

This week, the House has been engaged in 
a comprehensive approach to addressing a 
serious public health crisis involving heroin 
and other opioids. 

Overdoses and deaths involving heroin are 
on the rise. 

While law enforcement has an appropriate 
role and the bills’ recognize that, the bills—in-
cluding H.R. 5046 before us now—reflect a 
broader strategy that reflects the fact that this 
is an addiction issue. 

Accordingly, we are not raising sentences or 
impacting mandatory minimums but we are 
funding anti-addiction mechanisms such as 
treatment alternatives to incarceration. 

We are not adding to mass incarceration— 
with all of the related and devastating collat-
eral consequences—but instead we are 
incentivizing state and local governments to 
prevent, treat, and heal. 

That is what we should be doing, and that 
is what we should have done for crack and 
cocaine addicts. 

But it is not too late—we should find a way, 
before Congress has completed its work on 
this legislation and sends a bill to the Presi-
dent, to apply this more comprehensive ap-
proach, including treatment alternatives, to 
those suffering from crack and cocaine addic-
tion. 

I urge my colleagues to work with me to do 
this. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I am prepared to yield back after 
the gentleman from Michigan yields 
back. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1330 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Members of the Committee, we have 
had a very interesting and important 
discussion. As an original cosponsor of 
H.R. 5046, we see more clearly how it 
will provide critical grants to prevent 
and treat opioid abuse and addictions, 
and, most importantly, because it will 
help save lives. 

So, in closing, I want to commend 
my colleagues on the Judiciary Com-
mittee in particular for their work on 
this measure, starting with our chair-
man, Mr. GOODLATTE, and our sub-
committee chairman, JIM SENSEN-
BRENNER, for his extraordinary leader-
ship in crafting this important bill, 
and, of course, our gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for her con-
tinuing vigilance to improve our ap-
proaches towards dealing with this 
opioid abuse and addiction challenge. 

This bill before us has the power to 
fortify America’s fight against the 
opioid epidemic. I am extremely proud 
to not only support it, but I urge all of 
my colleagues to join with me. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-

man, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Chairman, let me say I appre-
ciate the huge, bipartisan support that 
this legislation has attracted. 

I have been working on legislation to 
deal with Department of Justice grants 
in the opioid addiction area for over 2 
years. It took a while, and, unfortu-
nately, it took the expansion of a prob-
lem into an epidemic to show this Con-
gress that we have to act, we have to 
act comprehensively, and we have to 
act in a manner that actually goes 
down to our communities to help out 
those communities and, more impor-
tantly, the people who are addicted and 
their families. 

The package of bills that the House 
has debated yesterday and is debating 
today does exactly that. For those who 
criticize Congress for not doing any-
thing, this is something that is prob-
ably going to have a very, very mean-
ingful impact on the lives and liveli-
hoods of people who have gotten 
hooked on something, and it gives 
them a way out in a compassionate and 
effective manner. 

Let me say I am not sure that the 
American public is going to realize the 
importance of what we are doing today, 
because I see the wide-open spaces in 
the press gallery above the Speaker’s 
rostrum. I think that is unfortunate 
because this is something, number one, 
that is important; number two, it will 
help people; number three, it is bipar-
tisan, which shows very clearly that we 
don’t spend all of our time here argu-
ing and fighting amongst ourselves; 
and number four, it is bicameral. This 
is Congress the way it should work and 
the way it is working in a lot more 
cases than many in the American pub-
lic think it is. 

So I guess my message to everybody 
today is, number one, we are doing our 
job, and we are doing our job with this 
legislation in a vitally important man-
ner to help turn some lives around and 
to prevent tragedy; and number two, 
the fact that we can get together to 
deal with a national problem in a bi-
partisan manner shows that we take 
our job seriously, whether we sit on the 
Democratic side of the aisle or the Re-
publican side of our aisle, and we are 
rising to the occasion. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. THOMPSON of 
Pennsylvania). All time for general de-
bate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

It shall be in order to consider as an 
original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the 5-minute rule an 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 114–52. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall 
be considered as read. 

The text of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute is as follows: 

H.R. 5046 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Reduction Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. COMPREHENSIVE OPIOID ABUSE GRANT 

PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title I of the Omnibus Crime 

Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
3711 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘PART LL—COMPREHENSIVE OPIOID 
ABUSE GRANT PROGRAM 

‘‘SEC. 3021. DESCRIPTION. 
‘‘(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—From amounts 

made available to carry out this part, the Attor-
ney General may make grants to States, units of 
local government, and Indian tribes, for use by 
the State, unit of local government, or Indian 
tribe to provide services primarily relating to 
opioid abuse, including for any one or more of 
the following: 

‘‘(1) Developing, implementing, or expanding 
a treatment alternative to incarceration pro-
gram, which may include— 

‘‘(A) pre-booking or post-booking components, 
which may include the activities described in 
part HH of this title; 

‘‘(B) training for criminal justice agency per-
sonnel on substance use disorders and co-occur-
ring mental illness and substance use disorders; 

‘‘(C) a mental health court, including the ac-
tivities described in part V of this title; 

‘‘(D) a drug court, including the activities de-
scribed in part EE of this title; and 

‘‘(E) a veterans treatment court program, in-
cluding the activities described in subsection (i) 
of section 2991 of this title. 

‘‘(2) In the case of a State, facilitating or en-
hancing planning and collaboration between 
State criminal justice agencies and State sub-
stance abuse systems in order to more efficiently 
and effectively carry out programs described in 
paragraph (1) that address problems related to 
opioid abuse. 

‘‘(3) Providing training and resources for first 
responders on carrying and administering an 
opioid overdose reversal drug or device approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration, and pur-
chasing such a drug or device for first respond-
ers who have received such training to carry 
and administer. 

‘‘(4) Investigative purposes to locate or inves-
tigate illicit activities related to the unlawful 
distribution of opioids. 

‘‘(5) Developing, implementing, or expanding 
a medication-assisted treatment program used or 
operated by a criminal justice agency, which 
may include training criminal justice agency 
personnel on medication-assisted treatment, and 
carrying out the activities described in part S of 
this title. 

‘‘(6) In the case of a State, developing, imple-
menting, or expanding a prescription drug moni-
toring program to collect and analyze data re-
lated to the prescribing of schedule II, III, and 
IV controlled substances through a centralized 
database administered by an authorized State 
agency, which includes tracking the dispensa-
tion of such substances, and providing for data 
sharing with other States. 

‘‘(7) Developing, implementing, or expanding 
a program to prevent and address opioid abuse 
by juveniles. 

‘‘(8) Developing, implementing, or expanding 
an integrated and comprehensive opioid abuse 
response program. 

‘‘(b) CONTRACTS AND SUBAWARDS.—A State, 
unit of local government, or Indian tribe may, 
in using a grant under this subpart for purposes 
authorized by subsection (a), use all or a por-
tion of that grant to contract with or make one 
or more subawards to one or more— 

‘‘(1) local or regional organizations that are 
private and nonprofit, including faith-based or-
ganizations; 

‘‘(2) units of local government; or 
‘‘(3) tribal organizations. 
‘‘(c) PROGRAM ASSESSMENT COMPONENT; 

WAIVER.— 
‘‘(1) PROGRAM ASSESSMENT COMPONENT.—Each 

program funded under this subpart shall con-
tain a program assessment component, devel-
oped pursuant to guidelines established by the 
Attorney General, in coordination with the Na-
tional Institute of Justice. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER.—The Attorney General may 
waive the requirement of paragraph (1) with re-
spect to a program if, in the opinion of the At-
torney General, the program is not of sufficient 
size to justify a full program assessment. 

‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more than 
10 percent of a grant made under this subpart 
may be used for costs incurred to administer 
such grant. 

‘‘(e) PERIOD.—The period of a grant made 
under this part may not be longer than 4 years, 
except that renewals and extensions beyond 
that period may be granted at the discretion of 
the Attorney General. 
‘‘SEC. 3022. APPLICATIONS. 

‘‘To request a grant under this part, the chief 
executive officer of a State, unit of local govern-
ment, or Indian tribe shall submit an applica-
tion to the Attorney General at such time and in 
such form as the Attorney General may require. 
Such application shall include the following: 

‘‘(1) A certification that Federal funds made 
available under this subpart will not be used to 
supplant State, local, or tribal funds, but will be 
used to increase the amounts of such funds that 
would, in the absence of Federal funds, be made 
available for the activities described in section 
3021(a). 

‘‘(2) An assurance that, for each fiscal year 
covered by an application, the applicant shall 
maintain and report such data, records, and in-
formation (programmatic and financial) as the 
Attorney General may reasonably require. 

‘‘(3) A certification, made in a form acceptable 
to the Attorney General and executed by the 
chief executive officer of the applicant (or by 
another officer of the applicant, if qualified 
under regulations promulgated by the Attorney 
General), that— 

‘‘(A) the programs to be funded by the grant 
meet all the requirements of this part; 

‘‘(B) all the information contained in the ap-
plication is correct; 

‘‘(C) there has been appropriate coordination 
with affected agencies; and 

‘‘(D) the applicant will comply with all provi-
sions of this part and all other applicable Fed-
eral laws. 

‘‘(4) An assurance that the applicant will 
work with the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion to develop an integrated and comprehensive 
strategy to address opioid abuse. 
‘‘SEC. 3023. REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS. 

‘‘The Attorney General shall not finally dis-
approve any application (or any amendment to 
that application) submitted under this part 
without first affording the applicant reasonable 
notice of any deficiencies in the application and 
opportunity for correction and reconsideration. 
‘‘SEC. 3024. GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY. 

‘‘The Attorney General shall ensure equitable 
geographic distribution of grants under this part 
and take into consideration the needs of under-
served populations, including rural and tribal 
communities. 
‘‘SEC. 3025. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this part: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘first responder’ includes a fire-

fighter, law enforcement officer, paramedic, 
emergency medical technician, or other indi-
vidual (including an employee of a legally orga-
nized and recognized volunteer organization, 
whether compensated or not), who, in the 
course of professional duties, responds to fire, 
medical, hazardous material, or other similar 
emergencies. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘medication-assisted treatment’ 
means the use of medications approved by the 
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Food and Drug Administration for the treatment 
of opioid abuse. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘opioid’ means any drug, in-
cluding heroin, having an addiction-forming or 
addiction-sustaining liability similar to mor-
phine or being capable of conversion into a drug 
having such addiction-forming or addiction-sus-
taining liability. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘schedule II, III, or IV con-
trolled substance’ means a controlled substance 
that is listed on schedule II, schedule III, or 
schedule IV of section 202(c) of the Controlled 
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812(c)). 

‘‘(5) The terms ‘drug’ and ‘device’ have the 
meanings given those terms in section 201 of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 321). 

‘‘(6) The term ‘criminal justice agency’ means 
a State, local, or tribal— 

‘‘(A) court; 
‘‘(B) prison; 
‘‘(C) jail; 
‘‘(D) law enforcement agency; or 
‘‘(E) other agency that performs the adminis-

tration of criminal justice, including prosecu-
tion, pretrial services, and community super-
vision. 

‘‘(7) The term ‘tribal organization’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 4 of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (25 U.S.C. 450b).’’. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Sec-
tion 1001(a) of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3793(a)) is 
amended by inserting after paragraph (26) the 
following: 

‘‘(27) There are authorized to be appropriated 
to carry out part LL $103,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2017 through 2021.’’. 
SEC. 3. AUDIT AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF GRANT-

EES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘covered grant program’’ means a 

grant program operated by the Department of 
Justice; 

(2) the term ‘‘covered grantee’’ means a recipi-
ent of a grant from a covered grant program; 

(3) the term ‘‘nonprofit’’, when used with re-
spect to an organization, means an organization 
that is described in section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, and is exempt from 
taxation under section 501(a) of such Code; and 

(4) the term ‘‘unresolved audit finding’’ means 
an audit report finding in a final audit report of 
the Inspector General of the Department of Jus-
tice that a covered grantee has used grant funds 
awarded to that grantee under a covered grant 
program for an unauthorized expenditure or 
otherwise unallowable cost that is not closed or 
resolved during a 12-month period prior to the 
date on which the final audit report is issued. 

(b) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—Beginning in fiscal 
year 2016, and annually thereafter, the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Justice shall 
conduct audits of covered grantees to prevent 
waste, fraud, and abuse of funds awarded 
under covered grant programs. The Inspector 
General shall determine the appropriate number 
of covered grantees to be audited each year. 

(c) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A grantee that 
is found to have an unresolved audit finding 
under an audit conducted under subsection (b) 
may not receive grant funds under a covered 
grant program in the fiscal year following the 
fiscal year to which the finding relates. 

(d) REIMBURSEMENT.—If a covered grantee is 
awarded funds under the covered grant program 
from which it received a grant award during the 
1-fiscal-year period during which the covered 
grantee is ineligible for an allocation of grant 
funds under subsection (c), the Attorney Gen-
eral shall— 

(1) deposit into the General Fund of the 
Treasury an amount that is equal to the amount 
of the grant funds that were improperly award-
ed to the covered grantee; and 

(2) seek to recoup the costs of the repayment 
to the Fund from the covered grantee that was 
improperly awarded the grant funds. 

(e) PRIORITY OF GRANT AWARDS.—The Attor-
ney General, in awarding grants under a cov-
ered grant program shall give priority to eligible 
entities that during the 2-year period preceding 
the application for a grant have not been found 
to have an unresolved audit finding. 

(f) NONPROFIT REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) PROHIBITION.—A nonprofit organization 

that holds money in offshore accounts for the 
purpose of avoiding the tax described in section 
511(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
shall not be eligible to receive, directly or indi-
rectly, any funds from a covered grant program. 

(2) DISCLOSURE.—Each nonprofit organization 
that is a covered grantee shall disclose in its ap-
plication for such a grant, as a condition of re-
ceipt of such a grant, the compensation of its of-
ficers, directors, and trustees. Such disclosure 
shall include a description of the criteria relied 
on to determine such compensation. 
SEC. 4. VETERANS TREATMENT COURTS. 

Section 2991 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797aa) 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (i) as sub-
section (j); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) ASSISTING VETERANS.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) PEER TO PEER SERVICES OR PROGRAMS.— 

The term ‘peer to peer services or programs’ 
means services or programs that connect quali-
fied veterans with other veterans for the pur-
pose of providing support and mentorship to as-
sist qualified veterans in obtaining treatment, 
recovery, stabilization, or rehabilitation. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED VETERAN.—The term ‘quali-
fied veteran’ means a preliminarily qualified of-
fender who— 

‘‘(i) served on active duty in any branch of 
the Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
or Reserves; and 

‘‘(ii) was discharged or released from such 
service under conditions other than dishonor-
able. 

‘‘(C) VETERANS TREATMENT COURT PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘veterans treatment court pro-
gram’ means a court program involving collabo-
ration among criminal justice, veterans, and 
mental health and substance abuse agencies 
that provides qualified veterans with— 

‘‘(i) intensive judicial supervision and case 
management, which may include random and 
frequent drug testing where appropriate; 

‘‘(ii) a full continuum of treatment services, 
including mental health services, substance 
abuse services, medical services, and services to 
address trauma; 

‘‘(iii) alternatives to incarceration; or 
‘‘(iv) other appropriate services, including 

housing, transportation, mentoring, employ-
ment, job training, education, or assistance in 
applying for and obtaining available benefits. 

‘‘(2) VETERANS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General, in 

consultation with the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, may award grants under this subsection to 
applicants to establish or expand— 

‘‘(i) veterans treatment court programs; 
‘‘(ii) peer to peer services or programs for 

qualified veterans; 
‘‘(iii) practices that identify and provide treat-

ment, rehabilitation, legal, transitional, and 
other appropriate services to qualified veterans 
who have been incarcerated; or 

‘‘(iv) training programs to teach criminal jus-
tice, law enforcement, corrections, mental 
health, and substance abuse personnel how to 
identify and appropriately respond to incidents 
involving qualified veterans. 

‘‘(B) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under 
this subsection, the Attorney General shall give 
priority to applications that— 

‘‘(i) demonstrate collaboration between and 
joint investments by criminal justice, mental 
health, substance abuse, and veterans service 
agencies; 

‘‘(ii) promote effective strategies to identify 
and reduce the risk of harm to qualified vet-
erans and public safety; and 

‘‘(iii) propose interventions with empirical 
support to improve outcomes for qualified vet-
erans.’’. 
SEC. 5. EMERGENCY FEDERAL LAW ENFORCE-

MENT ASSISTANCE. 
Section 609Y(a) of the Justice Assistance Act 

of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10513(a)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘September 30, 1984’’ and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2021’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. No amendment 
to that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute shall be in order except 
those printed in part B of House Report 
114–551. Each such amendment may be 
offered only in the order printed in the 
report, by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered read, shall 
be debatable for the time specified in 
the report, equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. DONOVAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 1 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 2, line 6, strike ‘‘part HH’’ and insert 
‘‘part DD or HH’’. 

Add at the end of the bill the following: 
SEC. 6. INCLUSION OF SERVICES FOR PREGNANT 

WOMEN UNDER FAMILY-BASED SUB-
STANCE ABUSE GRANTS. 

Part DD of title I of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act (42 U.S.C. 3797s 
et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 2921(2), by inserting before 
the period at the end ‘‘or pregnant women’’; 
and 

(2) in section 2927— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘preg-

nant or’’ before ‘‘a parent’’; and 
(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘or preg-

nant women’’ after ‘‘incarcerated parents’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. DONOVAN) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today in support of the amendment of-
fered by myself and Mr. TURNER. This 
amendment expands eligibility for ex-
isting family-based substance abuse 
treatment grants to include pregnant 
women. 

In New York State alone, over 1,700 
pregnant women pass through our cor-
rections system each year. On any 
given day, there are 12 to 15 pregnant 
women in New York State prisons and 
110 in local jails, and many of these 
women are coming in with drug addic-
tions that pose harm to not only them-
selves, but to their unborn children. 

States across the country have 
passed laws and implemented programs 
to provide community and family- 
based alternatives to incarceration for 
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nonviolent parent offenders. However, 
State programs targeting offenders 
who are parents-to-be are not currently 
eligible for grants. This peculiarity 
makes it difficult for States to develop 
programs addressing the particularly 
vulnerable population of nonviolent 
pregnant offenders. This amendment 
would make clear that such funding 
could be provided to States to develop 
and expand family-based substance 
abuse treatment programs that focus 
on expectant mothers. 

When a drug-addicted pregnant 
woman comes through the criminal 
justice system, we make every effort to 
help that expectant mother beat her 
drug addiction both for herself and for 
her child. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TURNER), 
my friend and cosponsor of this amend-
ment. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to thank my colleague from New 
York (Mr. DONOVAN) for yielding and 
for his work on this amendment, which 
I am proud to cosponsor. 

Mr. Chairman, the purpose of this 
amendment is simple: increase access 
to substance abuse treatment for preg-
nant women. We accomplish this by 
making clear that States receiving 
grants from an existing Department of 
Justice program may use them to pro-
vide family-based treatment. 

Currently, nonviolent mothers and 
fathers have access to family- and com-
munity-based substance abuse treat-
ment options that help keep their fam-
ilies together, and that should be true 
for expectant mothers as well. Our 
amendment would help provide this ac-
cess to the 60 pregnant women in Ohio 
State prisons last month and countless 
others across the country, all of whom 
are ineligible for it today. 

I have met with doctors, nurses, hos-
pitals, law enforcement, and treatment 
professionals, and have seen firsthand 
the devastating effects that heroin and 
opioid abuse have inflicted on pregnant 
women and newborns in my own south-
west Ohio community. In December of 
2013, I toured Soin Medical Center in 
Beavercreek, Ohio, and discussed the 
concerning trend the hospital was ob-
serving: increasing numbers of infants 
born addicted to opiates. 

At the Dayton Children’s Hospital 
neonatal intensive care unit, I wit-
nessed the hardship that heroin and 
opioid addiction inflicts on both 
women and their babies. I met with 
mothers struggling with substance 
abuse who had given birth to infants 
who had become addicted in the womb. 
I watched newborns just starting their 
lives suffering through the painful 
symptoms of neonatal abstinence syn-
drome. 

At the Women’s Recovery Center in 
Xenia, Ohio, I spoke to young women 
participating in opiate abuse interven-
tion and treatment programs. One 
former heroin user I spoke to shared 
with me her story about how the inter-
vention and treatment she received at 

the center allowed her to overcome her 
addiction before giving birth to her 
son. 

It is vital that we provide women ac-
cess to this treatment—for their own 
health and for the health of the chil-
dren that they will bring into the 
world. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge adoption of this 
amendment. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition, although 
I do not oppose the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Texas is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chairman, 

let me congratulate the proponents of 
the amendment and indicate to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. DONO-
VAN) that I think many of us are on the 
same page. 

The Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act authorizes the Attorney 
General to make grants to State and 
local governments for prison-based 
family substance abuse treatment pro-
grams for the incarcerated parents of 
minor children. 

These programs can provide a com-
prehensive response to the needs of in-
carcerated parents of minor children, 
not only substance abuse treatment, 
but also a range of family-related serv-
ices. These can include child early 
intervention services, family coun-
seling, medical care, mental health 
services, parental skills training, pedi-
atric care, physical therapy, and pre-
natal care. 

The importance of the value of these 
programs to pregnant women who find 
themselves incarcerated as well as to 
women who are already mothers is be-
yond dispute. We want to give our chil-
dren—no matter who they are and 
where they are born in this country—a 
great and wonderful pathway to suc-
cess. This amendment makes pregnant 
women equally eligible to participate 
in such programs. 

As indicated earlier on the floor 
today, I am planning to introduce the 
Stop Infant Mortality and Recidivism 
Reduction Act of 2016, which is to re-
spond to women who have children 
while they are incarcerated, to provide 
them with some sort of support system 
where their babies are not separated 
from them. Those babies may be born 
addicted. I think it is important that 
this amendment looks at those preg-
nant women who may be incarcerated; 
and in this instance, this looks at preg-
nant women to provide them alter-
natives. It can be of tremendous ben-
efit to these mothers-to-be as well as 
their children and families. 

This effort has my wholehearted sup-
port, and I strongly urge my colleagues 
to support this amendment to the un-
derlying bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the distinguished gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER). 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing and commend him for offering this 
amendment. 

The amendment makes reasonable 
and appropriate changes to the Justice 
Department’s Family-Based Substance 
Abuse Treatment Program, a program 
authorized under the Second Chance 
Act. The program supports State and 
local government agencies and feder-
ally recognized Indian tribes in estab-
lishing or enhancing residential sub-
stance abuse treatment programs in 
correctional facilities that include re-
covery of family supportive services. 
This amendment ensures that the pro-
gram’s definition of an incarcerated 
parent with minor children includes 
pregnant women. 

As a person who believes life begins 
at conception, I believe it is entirely 
appropriate for this program to provide 
services to pregnant women to meet 
their unique needs and those of their 
unborn children. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to support the amendment. 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Chair, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. DONOVAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. DANNY K. 

DAVIS OF ILLINOIS 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 2 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Chairman, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as 
follows: 

Page 2, line 14, strike ‘‘and’’. 
Page 2, line 17, strike the period at the end 

and insert ‘‘; and’’. 
Page 2, after line 17, insert the following: 
‘‘(F) a focus on parents whose incarcer-

ation could result in their children entering 
the child welfare system.’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Chairman, I am pleased to join with 
my colleague from Indiana, Represent-
ative TODD YOUNG, in offering our 
amendment to strengthen families by 
addressing parental substance abuse 
and decreasing the number of children 
entering foster care. 

Our amendment is common sense. It 
simply allows the CARA substance 
abuse treatment diversion grants to 
focus on parents whose incarceration 
could result in their children entering 
foster care. 

I am deeply troubled that almost 8 
percent of children placed into foster 
care each year enter due to parental in-
carceration. This is approximately 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:16 May 13, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12MY7.034 H12MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2306 May 12, 2016 
20,000 young children every year. In 
some States like Arkansas, Idaho, Indi-
ana, and South Dakota, over 20 percent 
of children enter foster care due to par-
ent incarceration. 

We also know that substance abuse 
underlies a substantial percentage of 
child welfare cases. 

b 1345 

Aside from neglect, alcohol or other 
drug use is the number one reason for 
removal from the home. In 2014, over 
77,000 youth were removed from their 
homes due to drug abuse. 

What is exciting is that we have 
strong, empirical evidence that work-
ing with parents experiencing sub-
stance abuse significantly helps chil-
dren and families experience fewer 
days in foster care, higher reunifica-
tion rates, less recurrence of child mal-
treatment, and better permanency over 
time. 

Neither the Senate nor the House 
CARA bill addresses this critical inter-
section of criminal justice, substance 
abuse, and foster care. Yet, this inter-
section underlies the surging numbers 
in both the judicial and child welfare 
systems. 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation, an 
amazing champion for foster youth, 
just released a report 2 weeks ago that 
recommended that judges consider the 
impact on kids and families when mak-
ing sentencing and confinement deci-
sions. 

Our amendment is necessary to dem-
onstrate congressional intent that the 
Department of Justice improve our ju-
dicial system to decrease the horrible 
family impact of incarceration that 
swells our child welfare system and un-
dermines child well-being. 

That is why over a dozen key child 
welfare advocates support our amend-
ment, including the American Public 
Human Services Association, the 
American Psychological Association, 
Children’s Defense Fund, Children’s 
Home Society of America, Child Wel-
fare League of America, National Asso-
ciation of Counsel for Children, Na-
tional Foster Family-Based Treatment 
Association, National Foster Parent 
Association, North American Council 
on Adoptable Children, Ray E. Helfer 
Society, Voice for Adoption, and Zero 
to Three. 

I urge support of our amendment 
that will do much to strengthen fami-
lies and improve child welfare. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I ask unanimous consent to claim 
the time in opposition, although I am 
not opposed to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-

man, I thank the gentleman for offer-
ing this amendment, and I support it. 

The opioid epidemic has victimized 
countless Americans, including the 

most vulnerable among us—our chil-
dren. We are all aware of the grim sta-
tistics surrounding prescription opioid 
abuse by teenagers. However, a young 
child who loses a parent to addiction is 
also a victim that needs our help. 

I support this effort, which will pro-
mote family unity while holding cer-
tain offenders accountable and ensur-
ing community safety. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Chairman, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentleman from Illi-
nois for introducing this amendment, 
shedding light on one of the most vul-
nerable populations affected by this na-
tional opioid epidemic: our children. 

As communities, non-profits, and pol-
icymakers search for solutions to ad-
dress this harrowing drug epidemic, it 
is essential that we not lose sight of 
the children whose lives have been fun-
damentally and forever altered by this 
nationwide crisis. 

Kids across the country are having 
their lives turned upside down. They 
are watching parents taken into cus-
tody. They are forced to leave homes, 
wondering whether they will ever be 
able to see their father or mother 
again. These are things children 
shouldn’t have to worry about and 
shouldn’t have to go through. 

The national opioid epidemic has hit 
my home State of Indiana particularly 
hard. A small Hoosier community of 
4,300 was catapulted into the spotlight 
last spring. We had over 190 Hoosiers 
diagnosed with HIV primarily due to 
intravenous drug use. It is a tragedy 
the CDC has cited as one of the worst 
documented HIV outbreaks among 
users in the past 2 decades. 

This localized epidemic, similar to 
others across the country, is linked to 
the use of a powerful painkiller, a very 
highly addictive opiate. 

In addressing this nationwide prob-
lem, we are going to have to overcome 
the negative stigmas of drug addiction. 
We need to treat these individuals—and 
I say this literally—treat them as pa-
tients who need our encouragement 
and our support to get well. 

That is what this amendment accom-
plishes. Under this amendment, thou-
sands of children who would otherwise 
see their parent destined for a prison 
cell will instead see the parent they 
love and depend on get the treatment 
they need. 

The need for this amendment is ur-
gent. The Indiana Department of Child 
Services estimates 2,600 children had to 
be removed from homes due to parental 
drug abuse in just a 6-month period 
that ended last March. That is a 71 per-
cent jump from 2 years earlier. 

We, as legislators, have a real respon-
sibility to look out for these children. 

When States develop a substance 
abuse treatment program that can be 
an alternative to incarceration, this 
amendment allows them to focus on 
treating parents whose incarceration 
could result in their children lan-
guishing in an overwhelmed child wel-
fare system. More than a dozen child 
welfare organizations support this bi-
partisan endeavor. 

I want to thank Mr. DAVIS, as I close 
here, and his staff for collaborating 
with me and Jaymi Light in my office 
in order to ensure that we can help this 
vulnerable population. 

I ask my colleagues to support the 
amendment and help us ensure our 
most vulnerable children are no longer 
caught up in this epidemic. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. DELBENE 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 3 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 2, line 14, strike ‘‘and’’. 
Page 2, line 17, strike the period at the end 

and insert ‘‘; and’’. 
Page 2, after line 17, insert the following: 
‘‘(F) a community-based substance use di-

version program sponsored by a law enforce-
ment agency.’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentlewoman 
from Washington (Ms. DELBENE) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington. 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today to offer a simple clarifying 
amendment to ensure that State, local, 
and tribal governments can develop 
and implement community-based pro-
grams that have demonstrated success 
in reducing recidivism and getting peo-
ple the help that they need. I am hope-
ful everyone in this Chamber can sup-
port it. 

The growing epidemic of heroin use 
and prescription drug abuse is having a 
devastating effect on the health and 
safety of our families and our commu-
nities both in my home State of Wash-
ington and across the country. 

The problem has become so severe 
that adults in the United States are 
now more likely to die from a drug 
overdose than a car accident. With 
more than 120 deaths occurring from 
drug overdoses in this country every 
day—more than half of which are from 
prescription drugs—it is clearer than 
ever that Congress must take action. 
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That is why I am so pleased to see 

my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
coming together to combat the epi-
demic of addiction. This legislation 
represents an important first step. It 
authorizes much-needed funding for the 
opioid abuse reduction programs that 
will expand substance abuse prevention 
and intervention efforts, boost re-
sources for law enforcement officers 
and first responders to administer 
overdose reversal drugs, improve sub-
stance abuse treatment for individuals 
in the criminal justice system, and 
help prevent the illegal distribution of 
opioids in our streets. 

Among the programs authorized 
under the bill are treatment alter-
native to incarceration programs, an 
important tool for law enforcement 
agencies in the fight against opioid 
abuse. My amendment simply clarifies 
that this provision includes a model 
with demonstrated success in Seattle 
and King County. 

First launched in 2011, the Law En-
forcement Assisted Diversion program, 
or LEAD, is a community-based pilot 
program that offers a helping hand 
rather than jail time for those suf-
fering from substance abuse. 

According to an initial study, it suc-
cessfully reduces recidivism by as 
much as 60 percent. Other cities have 
taken notice, with Santa Fe and Al-
bany already working to implement 
the model in their communities. 

Instead of arresting and prosecuting 
low-level drug offenders, we should be 
supporting successful programs like 
LEAD that direct them to the commu-
nity-based services and help that they 
need. 

My amendment will do just that. It 
will ensure resources are available to 
expand successful models that are al-
ready working and make a meaningful 
difference in addressing this crisis. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to support it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-

man, I ask unanimous consent to claim 
the time in opposition, although I am 
not opposed to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-

man, I thank the gentlewoman from 
Washington for offering this amend-
ment, and I support it. 

This amendment clarifies that grant 
monies authorized by H.R. 5046 can be 
used to fund community-based sub-
stance abuse diversion programs spon-
sored by law enforcement agencies. 

There are a variety of programs 
across the country administered by 
State and local law enforcement and 
prosecuting agencies that offer diver-
sion to drug treatment and other serv-
ices as an alternative to incarceration. 

In my home State of Wisconsin, 
Treatment Alternatives and Diversion, 

or TAD, programs ‘‘offer offenders the 
opportunity to enter and do voluntary 
substance abuse treatment, case man-
agement, and other risk reduction 
services as a safe alternative to jail or 
prison confinement. Diverting non-
violent offenders into substance abuse 
treatment keeps them out of jail and 
correctional facilities, thereby saving 
bed space and taxpayer dollars, as well 
as treating the underlying addiction 
that may have influenced the commis-
sion of a crime or may contribute to 
future criminal behavior.’’ 

These are precisely the types of 
treatment alternatives to incarcer-
ation programs that I believe should be 
eligible for funding through this new 
Department of Justice grant. 

I thank the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington for working with us on drafting 
the amendment. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentlewoman. I rise 
in support of her amendment. I also 
rise to state my unyielding support for 
the underlying legislation introduced 
by my friend, JIM SENSENBRENNER from 
Wisconsin, literally an institution of 
statutory production in the halls of 
this Congress. I appreciate it. 

This DelBene amendment would en-
able States and local governments to 
use grant monies for treatment alter-
natives to incarceration programs, in-
cluding community-based abuse diver-
sion programs sponsored by a law en-
forcement agency. 

H.R. 5046 authorizes the attorney 
general to make grants to State and 
local governments for the develop-
ment, expansion, or implementation of 
opioid abuse treatment programs as an 
alternative to incarceration. This 
amendment would expand eligibility 
for such grants to community-based 
substance abuse diversion programs 
sponsored by a law enforcement agen-
cy. 

The cooperation and involvement of 
local law enforcement agencies is an 
important component in any com-
prehensive effort to combat opioid 
abuse. Diversion programs can play a 
key role in improving outcomes and re-
habilitating opioid drug offenders. 

Diversion programs also benefit law 
enforcement by conserving law en-
forcement resources, judicial and penal 
resources, while enabling police agen-
cies and courts to focus on drug traf-
fickers and other serious criminals. 

Based on those facts, I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-

tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
DELBENE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. DESAULNIER 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 4 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Chairman, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 3, line 21, insert after ‘‘providing for’’ 
the following: ‘‘interoperability and’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DESAULNIER) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

b 1400 
Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Chairman, let 

me say how happy I am to be here in a 
bipartisan spirit on this important 
issue of the opioid epidemic in this 
country. 

I rise, obviously, to support this par-
ticular amendment, and I thank my 
colleague from Georgia (Mr. CARTER) 
for being a partner in this effort. 

Our amendment simply clarifies that 
grants authorized under this bill may 
be used to develop multi-State inter-
operable Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Programs. PDMPs are one of the most 
important tools in the fight against 
prescription drug abuse. 

All of us come here today from sepa-
rate starting points. For me, like many 
others, it was because of parents of 
children who were lost to this epi-
demic. 

Bob and Carmen Pack were constitu-
ents in an affluent suburb of San Fran-
cisco, which is in my district and is 
formerly in my State legislative dis-
trict, who took their two young chil-
dren, Troy and Alana Pack, out for a 
walk to the local ice cream shop for a 
treat on a beautiful Sunday afternoon. 
Unfortunately, a woman, who was later 
convicted of abusing and doctor shop-
ping for opioids and also of using alco-
hol, swerved across the street, killing 
Troy and Alana and almost killing Car-
men Pack, who was expecting at the 
time. Fortunately, she survived and 
had a child. 

Bob, a software engineer, proceeded 
to put his energies into updating the 
California PDMP to make it electronic, 
to make usable in realtime, and to 
make it effective in trying to control 
opioid addictions. He partnered with 
multiple attorneys general in Cali-
fornia to see this effected. 

As a State senator, I was able to 
partner with them to institute a pro-
gram and fully fund CURES, the Cali-
fornia PDMP that allows for the 
realtime monitoring of prescriptions. 
It went from 13,000 users in the course 
of a year to over 200,000 users, and it is 
now fully implemented. 

One of the weak points of the CURE 
system in California is its inability to 
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communicate with other systems as 
they are developed around the country 
and the ability for people who abuse 
these products, including organized 
crimes, to go to other States. So it is 
important at this point, as States start 
to develop these sophisticated but very 
cost-effective systems, that we estab-
lish them in such a way that they are 
interoperable. 

While doctors and pharmacies work 
hard to prevent anyone from filling 
unneeded orders, it is more difficult to 
stop doctor shopping by individuals 
who visit multiple doctors and phar-
macists in an attempt to obtain more 
opioids. Some individuals who are ad-
dicted will cross State lines—and, obvi-
ously, organized crime will do so—to 
avoid their States’ prescription drug 
monitoring systems. Unfortunately, 
many State programs are not inter-
operable with neighboring States and 
do not coordinate and share this infor-
mation effectively. 

To improve the success of these pro-
grams, our amendment explicitly 
states that these funds can be used to 
promote interoperability and data 
sharing between States. Our amend-
ment is a small step towards improving 
existing systems, and it will help 
States better understand patterns of 
interstate drug trafficking. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 

ask unanimous consent to claim the 
time in opposition, although I am not 
opposed to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Virginia is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia and the gentleman from Georgia 
for offering this amendment. 

This amendment makes a small but 
important change to H.R. 5046 to clar-
ify that grants can be used to improve 
the interoperability of Prescription 
Drug Monitoring Programs, or PDMPs, 
which are a valuable tool in combating 
the opioid epidemic and have been es-
tablished across the country. This 
amendment will help medical practi-
tioners see what potentially dangerous 
medications a patient has received in 
another State before writing a pre-
scription. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CAR-
TER). 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding, and I thank 
him for his support of what I consider 
to be a very important amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of 
this amendment to H.R. 5046 because 

Prescription Drug Monitoring Pro-
grams and their effectiveness are key 
to fighting prescription drug abuse in 
this country. 

As a lifelong pharmacist and as the 
author of the Georgia Prescription 
Drug Monitoring Program while I was 
a member of the Georgia General As-
sembly, I believe PDMPs are one of the 
most important tools in the fight 
against prescription drug abuse. To in-
crease the success of these programs 
throughout the country, interoper-
ability and data sharing between 
States is paramount. 

I commend Chairman GOODLATTE and 
the Judiciary Committee for their 
work on this bill; but to continue the 
growth and the success of PDMPs, 
interoperability should be included in 
any discussion to improve these sys-
tems so States can better share infor-
mation about patients and the patterns 
that occur with interstate prescription 
drug trafficking. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for his work on this important 
issue, and I encourage my colleagues to 
support this commonsense amendment. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. I thank Mr. CAR-
TER and my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle for supporting this 
commonsense amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
urge my colleagues to support the 
amendment. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
DESAULNIER). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. BISHOP OF 

MICHIGAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 5 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Chair-
man, I have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as 
follows: 

Page 4, after line 3, insert the following: 
‘‘(9) Developing, implementing, or expand-

ing a program (which may include dem-
onstration projects) to utilize technology 
that provides a secure container for prescrip-
tion drugs that would prevent individuals, 
particularly adolescents, from gaining access 
to opioid medications that are lawfully pre-
scribed for other individuals.’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. BISHOP) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. I thank the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
Chairman GOODLATTE, and Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Home-
land Security, and Investigations, for 
their leadership in bringing this bill to 
the floor today. 

Mr. Chairman, I am also pleased to 
be here in the spirit of bipartisanship 
because, as you all know, this problem 
affects all Members’ districts. It is a 
problem that sheriffs and local law en-
forcement in my district deal with on a 
daily basis. Admittedly, my amend-
ment is not the silver bullet that will 
end this epidemic, but it is a common-
sense step in the right direction, some-
thing we can take to address the prob-
lem at its roots, which is within the 
home. 

The National Institutes of Health es-
timates that 800,000 children between 
the ages of 12 and 17 try opioids for the 
first time each year and that 70 percent 
of the opioids obtained by kids are 
from their families, friends, and rel-
atives. It also found that 62 percent of 
kids say prescription medicines are 
easy to get from their families’ medi-
cine cabinets and that one in two kids, 
alarmingly, thinks pills are available 
everywhere. 

In response to these statistics, my 
amendment would allow the State and 
local governments to invest in pro-
grams that utilize secure containers 
for prescription drugs. It is important 
to note that this amendment does not 
mandate such programs; it merely 
makes available the opportunity 
should local governments voluntarily 
choose to take advantage of the pro-
gram. 

While there may not be an easy fix to 
cure all of the alarming statistics, 
there are things that we can do and 
have done. In fact, in the 1960s, chil-
dren were dying at an alarming rate 
from ingesting medications that were 
not meant for them. Congress re-
sponded, and it responded by passing 
the Poisoning Prevention Packaging 
Act of 1970, which requires child-resist-
ant caps for a number of different 
medications. That was the last time 
major changes were made to drug con-
tainers. 

As we all know, technology has ad-
vanced significantly in every category 
since 1970. Today, new technologies 
exist that make it harder to steal 
medications out of the family medicine 
cabinet, but they are not widely used. 
Secure containers, clearly, will not fix 
this problem, but they will act as a de-
terrent to the source of the problem. 

As a father of three, I know that kids 
face all sorts of pressures at school and 
in their daily lives. Oftentimes, they 
don’t respond in the appropriate way, 
and they sometimes give in to those 
pressures. That doesn’t make them bad 
kids, but we cannot continue to turn a 
blind eye in denial while it is hap-
pening. My amendment would allow for 
the implementation and the develop-
ment of a program that utilizes secure 
containers for prescription drugs. 

This is a commonsense solution that 
addresses a problem at its source. It is 
a common practice to lock up things 
that we deem valuable and that could 
be dangerous to others. We lock up our 
cars, we lock up our bikes, we lock the 
doors of our homes; some of us may 
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even lock the drawers of our desks or 
lock up valuables and weapons in safe 
places in our homes. Therefore, it only 
makes sense when it comes to dan-
gerous pills that are being stolen and 
that are leading us down dangerous 
paths to addiction, that we lock up 
these medicines and deter them from 
being stolen in the first place. 

This is not a mandate and it is not a 
directive for anyone to do this. My 
amendment simply allows States and 
localities to utilize funds or programs 
that provide for secure containers. 
Again, it is not to be considered the be- 
all and end-all solution, but it is a gen-
uine step in the right direction to 
thwart this tragic epidemic. 

I urge all Members to support my 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in opposition to the gentle-
man’s amendment, though I do not op-
pose the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Chair-

man, this amendment authorizes 
grants for programs to develop secure 
prescription drug containers to prevent 
individuals, particularly children, from 
gaining access to opioid medications 
that have been lawfully prescribed to 
others. 

This amendment addresses a serious 
problem—the unauthorized access to or 
use of lawfully prescribed prescription 
opioid medications by a person other 
than the individual for whom the drugs 
were prescribed. 

The use of prescription opioid medi-
cations is controlled for a good reason. 
The misuse of such medications can 
have serious, even fatal, consequences. 
Perhaps the most tragic situation is 
one in which a child finds and, out of 
innocent curiosity, takes a prescrip-
tion medication that is in the home, 
with the drugs having been prescribed 
for a parent or other family member, 
and that person then suffers an over-
dose. This amendment will help pre-
vent this problem by providing funding 
for programs that utilize technology to 
help develop secure containers for pre-
scription drugs. 

The advancement of such potentially 
lifesaving technology deserves our full 
support. For that reason, I urge my 
colleagues to support this amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. GOODLATTE), the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, I commend the gen-
tleman from Michigan for offering this 
amendment and for his commitment to 
combating opioid abuse, including join-
ing as an original cosponsor of H.R. 
5046. 

In a recent poll, 62 percent of Amer-
ican teenagers stated that prescription 
drugs are easy to get from the family 
medicine cabinet. According to the 
Drug Enforcement Administration, a 
full 70 percent of prescription drug 
medications that are obtained by ado-
lescents are acquired from family, rel-
atives, or friends. 

According to the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse, of the 2.4 million peo-
ple annually who use prescription 
drugs nonmedically and for the first 
time, a shocking 800,000 are aged 12 to 
17. Often, the drugs are pilfered, which 
means a child or a visitor takes one or 
two from a bottle at a time in order to 
escape detection from a parent or a 
friend. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment that addresses this prob-
lem. 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BISHOP). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MR. GUINTA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 6 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 4, line 3, insert before the period at 
the end the following: ‘‘, including preven-
tion and recovery programs’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from New Hampshire (Mr. GUINTA) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Hampshire. 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of my amendment that I intro-
duced with my colleague, Congress-
woman KUSTER. 

This amendment would add preven-
tion and recovery programs to the list 
of allowable uses in this legislation. 

While the opioid misuse and overdose 
epidemic is taking a terrible toll on 
our Nation, with proper treatment and 
recovery support systems, individuals 
can and do recover. 

b 1415 

Today, 23 million Americans are in 
recovery from substance use disorders 
and are contributing to our society and 
to our economy. 

In my home State of New Hampshire, 
over 430 people died of opioid overdose 
just last year. This number, unfortu-
nately, is expected to rise in 2016. 

By allowing prevention and recovery 
programs to receive this important 
grant money, individuals who need the 
long-term recovery support have a bet-
ter chance of surviving and thriving as 
they beat their addiction. 

Beyond the work that we are doing 
here in Congress, I would like to thank 

all of those heroes who are helping our 
communities to address this widening 
crisis. Specifically, in New Hampshire, 
people like my friend, Melissa Cruz, are 
among the many who are working be-
hind the scenes to end this epidemic. 
Her work with Hope for New Hamp-
shire Recovery to create another treat-
ment and recovery center in our 
State’s largest city, Manchester, my 
hometown, is essential to getting ad-
dicted Granite Staters back on their 
feet for long-term success. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important amendment. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. GUINTA. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentleman for offer-
ing this amendment. 

As the gentleman knows, addiction 
treatment and recovery in a non-
criminal justice context are not within 
the Judiciary Committee’s jurisdiction 
and, therefore, were not included in 
H.R. 5046, as reported by the com-
mittee, since this bill establishes a 
grant program in the Department of 
Justice. 

I do not oppose the amendment since 
I recognize that treatment and recov-
ery are important functions in address-
ing this epidemic. However, I would 
like to work with the gentleman in 
going forward to ensure that treatment 
and recovery are appropriately tailored 
to DOJ functions or are otherwise ad-
dressed through appropriate grant pro-
grams, such as those administered by 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

We must ensure that the grant pro-
grams to address the opioid epidemic 
are appropriately tailored to and ad-
ministered by the Federal agencies 
with expertise in the areas for which 
they will be awarding funding. Other-
wise, we are not fulfilling our duty to 
use taxpayer dollars efficiently. 

With that caveat, I support the 
amendment and urge my colleagues to 
do the same. 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER) for his support in this 
area and appreciate his willingness to 
continue to work in this arena. I cer-
tainly will continue to do that. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I claim 

the time in opposition, although I am 
not opposed to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from New 
Hampshire is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I thank 

Congressman GUINTA for introducing 
this amendment. As my partner and as 
co-chair of the Bipartisan Task Force 
to Combat the Heroin Epidemic, we ap-
preciate his tireless work on this issue. 
I also want to thank the authors of this 
important legislation, Congressman 
SENSENBRENNER and Congressman CON-
YERS, for bringing forward the bill that 
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makes such important progress in au-
thorizing $103 million annually in 
grants through the Department of Jus-
tice. 

I am proud of the work that we are 
accomplishing here together this week. 
But that being said, we have many 
areas in which we have an opportunity 
to improve upon the legislation on the 
floor. And one of those areas is im-
proved assistance for prevention, treat-
ment, and lifelong recovery programs. 

Substance use disorder can be a life-
long challenge, and those struggling 
with this illness need access to the life-
long support required, just as we assist 
those with diabetes or heart disease. 

This critical amendment makes a 
simple change that would allow the 
grants authorized by this legislation to 
be used for prevention and recovery 
programs. We must address this crisis 
in a holistic way that includes efforts 
to treat addiction and strengthen life-
long recovery. 

I urge my colleagues to pass this 
critical amendment and to pass the un-
derlying legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Chairman, I thank 

Chairman GOODLATTE for his leadership 
and work in this area. 

Prevention and recovery is incredibly 
important as we try to help those who 
deal with substance abuse challenges 
and addiction challenges, not just in 
New Hampshire, but around the coun-
try. 

I would urge again support of the 
amendment. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
GUINTA). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MR. ROTHFUS 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 7 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 4, after line 3, insert the following: 
‘‘(9) Developing, implementing, or expand-

ing a program to prevent and address opioid 
abuse by veterans.’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my friend from Wisconsin for his 
leadership on this very important piece 
of legislation, and the chairman and 
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee for working together to bring it 
to the floor today. 

The United States is being ravaged 
by skyrocketing levels of prescription 
opioid and heroin abuse. This brutal 
epidemic accounted for more than 

28,000 American deaths in 2014. It is de-
stroying families and devastating our 
local communities. 

Tragically, our Nation’s veteran pop-
ulation has been particularly hard-hit 
by this crisis. Veterans suffer signifi-
cantly higher rates of opioid abuse 
than their civilian counterparts. And 
according to some estimates, the num-
ber of opioid use disorders among vet-
erans has increased 55 percent in the 
past 5 years. Worst of all, the death 
rate from opioid overdose among vet-
erans is nearly double the national av-
erage. Clearly our veteran population 
has a unique set of needs when it comes 
to dealing with addiction that must be 
addressed through specialized program-
ming. We need meaningful and evi-
dence-based solutions, including treat-
ment for co-occurring illnesses, such as 
depression and PTSD. 

I have been working to help develop 
those solutions as part of the Bipar-
tisan Task Force to Combat the Heroin 
Epidemic and by holding a series of 
roundtables with stakeholders in my 
district. I strongly believe that the leg-
islation we are considering here today 
is another step forward in that process. 

Specifically, the Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Reduction Act will direct 
$103 million in Federal funds toward 
abuse programs focused squarely on ad-
dressing the opioid epidemic. By struc-
turing this funding as a competitive 
grant program, the bill provides States 
and localities with maximum flexi-
bility to attack opioid abuse that is 
unique to their communities. 

Among other things, States will be 
able to use the grant funds for various 
types of anti-opioid programs, includ-
ing veteran treatment courts. These 
specialized courts, which seek to divert 
veterans away from traditional justice 
systems and provide them with both 
treatment and tools for rehabilitation, 
are certainly worthwhile and should be 
supported. But it is also my sincere 
hope that we can reach many veterans 
who are at risk of opioid or heroin 
abuse long before they enter our court 
system in the first place. And that is 
the goal of my amendment. 

Specifically, my amendment would 
expand the list of permissible uses for 
funds from the newly created Com-
prehensive Opioid Abuse Grant Pro-
gram to include efforts to develop, im-
plement, or expand programs to pre-
vent and address opioid abuse by vet-
erans. As currently drafted, the legisla-
tion permits similar funding for efforts 
to prevent and address opioid abuse by 
juveniles. My amendment will simply 
ensure that the same resources are 
available to treat our veterans. 

We have a solemn obligation to stand 
with our veterans. It is the principle of 
solidarity. They stood for us; we need 
to stand for them. Let us keep that 
commitment today by ensuring that 
our veterans have the resources and 
support they need to combat this hor-
rible epidemic. 

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER). 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) for yield-
ing and for offering this amendment. 

The amendment adds a purpose area 
to the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse 
Grant Program established under H.R. 
5046, which would allow grantees to use 
funds awarded under the program to 
develop, implement, or expand the pro-
gram to prevent and address opioid 
abuse by veterans. 

I strongly support programs to pro-
vide services to our Nation’s veterans, 
who have done so much to protect our 
freedom and our way of life. As the 
gentleman is no doubt aware, the un-
derlying bill recognizes that many vet-
erans, particularly those who have 
been wounded in defense of our Nation, 
in a tragic irony, have become addicted 
to the medications they were pre-
scribed to deal with pain from their 
wounds of war. And the bill includes 
provisions supporting Veterans Treat-
ment Courts and other mechanisms to 
provide services to veterans. 

I would like to work with the gen-
tleman going forward as we move to 
conference with the Senate to stream-
line the provisions in my bill with the 
gentleman’s amendment and to ensure 
that the bill contains appropriate, non- 
redundant provisions to protect our 
Nation’s veterans. 

I support the amendment and urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. SENSENBRENNER) for his work on 
this important legislation. 

To close, I simply urge my colleagues 
to support this commonsense amend-
ment to ensure that the funds provided 
in this legislation can be used for pro-
grams that will provide direct assist-
ance to our veterans in the fight 
against opioid and heroin abuse. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Chair-

man, I rise in opposition, although I 
don’t oppose the underlying amend-
ment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Chair-

man, this amendment would expand 
the list of eligible grant uses for the 
new program under H.R. 5046 to include 
efforts to develop, implement, or ex-
pand a program to prevent and address 
opiate abuse by veterans. This amend-
ment would add programs for veterans 
to prevent and address opiate abuse to 
the list of grants authorized under H.R. 
5046. 

The bill creates a grant program 
geared toward addressing opiate abuse. 
As currently drafted, the bill defines 
eight areas of uses for which grants 
may be awarded. 

This amendment makes clear that 
veterans programs are among the pur-
poses for which the grants may be 
used. Our veterans have sacrificed for 
us, and we should take appropriate 
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steps to assist those veterans who suf-
fer from opiate abuse and heroin abuse. 

I support this amendment and I en-
courage my colleagues to support it. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ROTHFUS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. KEATING 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 8 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 4, after line 3, insert the following: 
‘‘(9) Developing, implementing, or expand-

ing a prescription drug take-back program.’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. KEATING) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
to offer an amendment to H.R. 5046 to 
include drug take-back programs in the 
list of funds made available under the 
bill’s Comprehensive Opioid Abuse 
Grant Program. 

The Centers for Disease Control re-
ports that healthcare providers in the 
U.S. write 259 million prescriptions for 
opioids a year, enough for every Amer-
ican adult to have their own bottle of 
pills. 

In Massachusetts alone, 4.4 million 
opioid prescriptions, including 240 mil-
lion pills, capsules, or tablets were dis-
pensed in 2014. Further, nearly half of 
the people in my State report that it is 
too easy to get prescription opioids 
from those who have leftover pills. And 
the people who share these leftover 
pills are usually unaware of the signifi-
cant dangers that they represent. 

The National Institute on Drug 
Abuse reports that nearly 4 in 5 people 
addicted to heroin say their habit 
began by misusing prescription medi-
cations. Over half of those people re-
port they got their prescription pain-
killers from a friend or a relative for 
free. And this includes adolescents. 

My amendment would help give these 
people ways to stop their problem be-
fore it starts. More than ever, commu-
nities need to supply safe disposal serv-
ices to their residents to get excess 
pills out of the hands of people who 
don’t need them. My amendment would 
make sure that our communities have 
access to the resources they need to do 
so. 

The American Medical Association 
recognizes this point in its strong sup-
port of drug take-back programs, and 
the FDA has published information re-
garding proper disposal of unused medi-
cations as well. 

When I was a district attorney, I 
worked with local and State police to 

combat the flow of drugs coming into 
our neighborhoods. Yet, as the public 
supported these efforts to keep dan-
gerous drugs off the streets, they didn’t 
realize that the greatest supply of 
these dangerous drugs was sitting in 
their own medicine cabinets. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
GOODLATTE and Chairman SENSEN-
BRENNER. I also thank my colleagues— 
Mr. ROTHFUS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Dr. 
ROE of Tennessee, and Mr. BERA—for 
cosponsoring this amendment and join-
ing me in this effort to add a common-
sense step toward solving this impor-
tant public health epidemic. 

I yield 1 minute to the gentleman 
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER). 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, I ap-
preciate the gentleman’s courtesy, and 
I strongly support everything he just 
said. We are in a situation today where 
we have a massive epidemic of opioid 
abuse. We are prescribing it in un-
imaginable volumes, and many times 
people are getting supplies that are far 
more than they need. 

We are finding that young people, in 
particular, 62 percent of teens who 
abuse prescription drugs do so because 
they are easy to get from a parent’s 
medicine cabinet or from a medicine 
cabinet of a neighbor or a friend or peo-
ple who break into homes. We need to 
have a systematic effort to be able to 
safely dispose of drugs. 

One of the problems in some cases is 
people are flushing them down the toi-
let. As a result, we are finding in our 
water supply traces of these medica-
tions. We are slowly medicating the 
American population. That itself is ex-
traordinarily dangerous, and it is ex-
pensive for our water treatment sys-
tems. 

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chair, I yield an 
additional 15 seconds to the gentleman. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, I 
hope this is a first step for us to have 
a systematic effort at the Federal level 
to be able to support these important 
programs to keep it out of the medi-
cine cabinets and out of the sewer sys-
tems. 

I have introduced legislation that 
would provide a tax credit for providers 
to be able to provide these services. I 
hope that we can continue this con-
versation going forward. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. BERA). 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to thank my colleagues. I would 
also like to thank my colleague and 
fellow physician, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROE), for partnering 
with me on the Dispose Responsibly of 
your Pills Act, the DROP Act. 

As a doctor, I have seen firsthand the 
devastation that misused prescription 
drugs can have on families. Deb Simp-
son, from Sacramento County, shared 

her family’s story with me. Her son be-
came addicted to prescription medica-
tions he found in the family’s medicine 
cabinet. By the time Deb realized what 
was happening, he was already ad-
dicted. Thankfully, through help and 
rehabilitation facilities, her son recov-
ered, but far too many families suffer 
the tragic loss of a child or a loved one. 
We can easily prevent this. Let’s make 
it easier to dispose of medications by 
supporting this simple amendment. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
ask unanimous consent to claim the 
time in opposition, although I am not 
opposed to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Virginia is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KEATING) and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) for 
offering this amendment, and I support 
it. 

According to the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, more Americans 
are now dying every year from drug 
overdoses than in car accidents, and a 
majority of those overdoses involve 
prescription medications. In 2012, 
healthcare providers wrote 259 million 
prescriptions for opioid pain medica-
tions, enough for every American adult 
to have a bottle of pills. 

In 2010, the House Committee on the 
Judiciary and Committee on Energy 
and Commerce shepherded through 
Congress the Secure and Responsible 
Drug Disposal Act, which amended the 
Controlled Substances Act to allow pa-
tients to legally return unused or ex-
pired prescription drugs to local phar-
macies, police stations, and commu-
nity drug disposal programs. 

That same year, the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration began hosting 
National Prescription Drug Take-Back 
events. At the previous 10 take-back 
day events, over 5.5 million pounds of 
unwanted, unneeded, or expired medi-
cations were surrendered for safe and 
proper disposal. On April 27, I was 
pleased to host, along with Committee 
on Appropriations Chairman ROGERS, a 
drug take-back event here on Capitol 
Hill. 

At this year’s National Take-Back 
Day, held on April 30, Americans dis-
posed of more unused prescription 
drugs than during any of the previous 
10 events. The DEA and over 4,200 
State, local, and tribal law enforce-
ment agencies collected 893,498 pounds 
of unwanted medicines, about 447 tons, 
at almost 5,400 sites spread through all 
50 States, surpassing the previous high 
of 390 tons in the spring of 2014. 

This amendment will allow grant 
funds to be used to sponsor these im-
portant drug take-back events. I urge 
my colleagues to support the amend-
ment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
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ROTHFUS), a lead sponsor of this 
amendment. 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Chair, I thank 
the chairman. I also want to thank my 
colleagues, particularly the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. KEATING), my 
friend, for inviting me to work with 
him on this important amendment, 
which adds drug take-back programs to 
the list of authorized uses under the 
Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Grant 
Program created by this legislation. 

While prescription drugs can be life-
saving when used properly, they can 
also be harmful and even lethal if they 
end up in the wrong hands. As recog-
nized by Mr. KEATING, unused prescrip-
tion medications can pose a real safety 
concern and public health risk, par-
ticularly in homes with children. These 
unused drugs can be accidentally in-
gested, stolen, or misused, which is 
why it is absolutely essential that we 
take appropriate steps to provide both 
a safe and responsible means of dis-
posing of them. This amendment en-
sures that Federal grant funds can be 
used for that purpose. 

I believe this is a positive step and 
will offer real benefits in reducing acci-
dental overdose deaths. For that rea-
son, I urge my colleagues to support 
this important amendment. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chair, I yield 
1 minute to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ROE), a sponsor of the 
amendment. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I thank the 
chairman for yielding. I rise in support 
of this amendment. 

Prescription drug abuse is a growing 
problem throughout the United States, 
particularly in east Tennessee, where I 
live. There is no question that a sig-
nificant source of the supply for pre-
scription drug abuse is unused prescrip-
tions. We need to do everything pos-
sible to encourage the safe disposal of 
drugs that may be ripe for abuse. 

I worked with the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA), my friend, on a 
bill to establish a grant program to 
fund programs to help law enforcement 
agencies, pharmacies, narcotic treat-
ment programs, hospitals, clinics, and 
long-term care facilities to properly 
dispose of outdated or unused prescrip-
tion medications. I am pleased that the 
passage of this amendment will create 
a similar funding stream. 

Currently there are no existing 
grants available for programs to prop-
erly dispose of prescription drugs, and I 
believe this effort could help curb the 
widespread prescription drug abuse we 
are seeing throughout the country. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this amendment. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KEATING). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. LYNCH 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 9 printed in 
part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 4, after line 3, insert the following: 
‘‘(9) Developing, implementing, or expand-

ing a program to ensure the security of 
opioids in medical facilities.’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, first, I 
would like to commend Chairman BOB 
GOODLATTE and Mr. SENSENBRENNER, as 
well as Mr. CONYERS and Mr. JOHNSON, 
for their effort in bringing this impor-
tant bill to the floor. 

I rise today in support of my amend-
ment to H.R. 5046, the Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Reduction Act of 2016. 
Mr. Chairman, my amendment, if 
adopted, will allow grants authorized 
under the underlying bill to provide for 
developing, implementing, or expand-
ing programs to ensure security and 
custody of opioids at medical facilities. 

The issue of abuse of prescription 
painkillers is not a new one, but the 
rise of this epidemic has really been 
fueled by the increased strength of and 
proliferation of these addictive drugs. 
It is well documented that the road to 
the use and abuse of an illicit opioid 
drug like heroin frequently begins with 
the legitimate use or diverted use of 
prescription opioid painkillers like 
OxyContin or Vicodin. 

Through a variety of ways, these 
powerful drugs end up in the hands of 
individuals struggling with their dis-
ease. One of the most frequent ways 
that these drugs make it to the street 
is after they have been stolen from a 
medical facility in which they are 
stored for legitimate use. 

In the wake of our nationwide pre-
scription drug abuse epidemic, these 
drug diversion crimes have increased 
across the country. I will give you a 
few examples, but there are many. 

At a Georgia hospital, according to 
the Georgia Board of Pharmacy con-
sent order, a theft scheme lasted for 
more than 4 years and diverted more 
than 1 million doses of controlled 
drugs. 

In my own district at home, two 
nurses at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital diverted nearly 16,000 pills, 
mostly OxyContin, resulting in the 
hospital paying a $2.3 million fine. 

In New York, a doctor stole 200,000 
pills of oxycodone with a $5.6 million 
street value. 

In Utah, at the Utah VA, a phar-
macist there stole 7,000 units of pre-
scription drugs for sale on the street. 

I am not criticizing these institu-
tions. I am merely underscoring that 

the addictive nature and the power of 
these drugs is really driving these 
crimes. I am just trying to underscore 
that there is a need to address the drug 
diversion issue. 

The Controlled Substances Act re-
quires that registrants notify the Drug 
Enforcement Agency in writing of a 
theft or significant loss of any con-
trolled substance, but we need to try to 
prevent the diversion of these drugs 
and work together to improve and 
strengthen the systems in place to 
deter the thefts that put these addicts 
in this position and put the addictive 
drugs on the street. 

If adopted, my amendment will help 
do that. My amendment will give 
States and local governments the re-
sources to work with their hospitals 
and community health centers, physi-
cian clinics, and treatment facilities to 
identify areas in which they can im-
prove the security and custody of these 
prescription drugs. By regularly re-
viewing best practices and updating 
protocols and existing systems, we can 
keep these drugs secure and save some 
lives in the process. 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
and the cities I represent and others 
across the country are combating this 
effort from all sides. My amendment is 
another tool in the toolbox. Quite sim-
ply, we need to do everything we can to 
keep these drugs off the street. 

I urge my colleagues to support my 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Virginia is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I first want to commend the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LYNCH) for his support of this under-
lying bill and for his sincere desire to 
improve the bill. 

While I appreciate that desire to en-
sure that opioids are secured appro-
priately in medical facilities, that is 
the responsibility of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, and there are al-
ready rigorous standards in place to 
ensure this. So I must oppose the 
amendment as being duplicative and 
causing waste of resources and divert-
ing some of the resources provided 
under this bill from some of the other 
good purposes that are already pro-
vided for in the bill. The amendment 
creates a new grant purpose area for 
developing, implementing, or expand-
ing a program to ensure the security of 
opioids in medical facilities. 

The DEA regulations set forth exten-
sive physical security requirements for 
the transportation, storage, and dis-
pensing of opioids and other narcotic 
prescription drugs. The DEA regula-
tions also place tight restrictions on 
which individuals can access and han-
dle these drugs. 
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The responsibility for regulating and 

enforcing the rules governing the dis-
tribution and storage of schedule II and 
schedule III narcotics, including 
opioids, lies with the DEA, and it is not 
a task that can be undertaken by a 
grant recipient through the program 
created by H.R. 5046. 

For these reasons, I must oppose the 
amendment; although, I would say to 
the gentleman that, if he would like to 
withdraw the amendment, as we move 
to conference with the Senate, I would 
be happy to undertake his concerns and 
see if there was some other way to 
work to incorporate them into the bill 
that we ultimately send to the Presi-
dent’s desk. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, I have 
great respect for the gentleman from 
Virginia, and I applaud him on the 
great work he has done here. However, 
I started up an adolescent rehab center 
because of the huge problem I have got 
in my district with young people. I un-
derstand this bill is focused on vet-
erans as well. That is another very vul-
nerable population, with our folks com-
ing back after multiple tours, but I 
really feel strongly about the need for 
securing these opioids. 

I have got a lot of hospitals in my 
district. We are having problems with 
the clinics and hospitals. This is really 
a problem that we all own and not just 
the DEA. So I would have to insist on 
my amendment and ask Members to 
support it. 

Mr. Chairman, may I inquire how 
much time I have remaining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts has 2 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

b 1445 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
Lynch amendment. It expands the list 
of eligible grant uses for the grant pro-
gram created by H.R. 5046 to include 
programs that ensure the security of 
opioids in medical facilities. 

This amendment would add programs 
that ensure the security of opioids in 
medical facilities to the list of grant 
uses authorized under H.R. 5046. Main-
taining opioids securely in medical fa-
cilities protects the public by helping 
to ensure that the drugs will not fall 
into the hands of individuals who will 
use them or sell them improperly or il-
legally. 

If State or local governments wish to 
take steps to better secure these facili-
ties, grant funding under this program 
should be available to them. 

Therefore, I support the amendment. 

Mr. LYNCH. In closing, Mr. Chair-
man, there is a gap out there in terms 
of the security and custody of these 
opioids within medical facilities. I am 
trying my best, just as the chairman is 
trying his best, to address the problem 
that we have in our districts. It is a 
real problem. 

So it is a great bill. There is just this 
one gap, and I am trying to close that. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 

yield myself the balance of my time. 
I appreciate the gentleman’s dedica-

tion to the issue. However, according 
to the DEA, the vast majority of diver-
sion does not occur because employees 
are stealing drugs from hospitals or 
distribution centers. The vast majority 
of diversion occurs through the over-
prescribing of opioid pain medication. 

Is this amendment intended to pre-
vent pharmacy robberies? Who is the 
grantee that the gentleman believes 
will be able to do what this amendment 
contemplates? 

Given the limited resources avail-
able, I very strongly believe grantees 
must use their money for the most ap-
propriate and efficient purposes avail-
able and not for a purpose that is al-
ready covered by the strict regulations 
administered by a Federal agency. 

So I oppose the amendment. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LYNCH). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts will 
be postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MR. ISRAEL 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 10 printed 
in part B of House Report 114–551. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 7, strike lines 3 through 7, and insert 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 3024. EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS. 

‘‘In awarding grants under this part, the 
Attorney General shall ensure equitable dis-
tribution of funds based on the following: 

‘‘(1) The geographic distribution of grants 
under this part, taking into consideration 
the needs of underserved populations, includ-
ing rural and tribal communities. 

‘‘(2) The needs of communities to address 
the problems related to opioid abuse, taking 
into consideration the prevalence of opioid 
abuse and overdose-related death in a com-
munity.’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ISRAEL) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today to offer a commonsense, bipar-
tisan amendment that I think will 
have significant impact on the Com-
prehensive Opioid Abuse Grant Pro-
gram. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MCKINLEY) and the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
MULLIN) for working with me on this. 

This amendment basically would di-
rect the Attorney General, when 
awarding grants, to consider the preva-
lence of opioid abuse and opioid-related 
overdoses in a community. 

The underlying legislation already 
properly ensures an equitable geo-
graphic distribution of funds. This 
amendment simply makes sure that 
the areas hardest hit by the epidemic 
are getting the resources that they 
need. 

I happen to represent Suffolk County 
on Long Island in New York. We have 
suffered with more opioid and related 
deaths than any other county in my 
State. Between 2009 and 2013, 334 people 
lost their lives to heroin or opioids. By 
comparison, Brooklyn, which has 1 mil-
lion more residents, had only one-half 
the number of opioid deaths in the 
same time. 

Treatment admissions for opioid ad-
diction on Long Island rose from 12,887 
in 2010 to 16,681 in 2014. That is a 29 per-
cent increase. These are percentages 
and statistics, Mr. Chairman, and all of 
us in this body know how this epidemic 
is affecting real lives. 

Just over 2 weeks ago I met with stu-
dents from Half Hollow Hills High 
School West’s One World Youth Orga-
nization. I met with a young woman 
named Alexa Wasser. She shared with 
me that her brother, Zachary Wasser, 
died of an overdose in January at 23 
years old. 

He was friendly. He was outgoing. He 
loved to spend time with his family. He 
was a good kid who got caught up in an 
epidemic that is impacting way too 
many Long Island families and way too 
many American families, so much so 
that they have nicknamed the Long Is-
land Expressway the ‘‘Heroin High-
way.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, for the sake of the 
Wassers and for the hundreds of Long 
Island families whose lives have 
changed forever, I urge support for my 
amendment and I urge passage of the 
underlying bill. I again want to thank 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
for their cooperation and support for 
this amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 

claim the time in opposition even 
though I do not oppose the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman from Virginia is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, as 

we have said repeatedly, the opioid epi-
demic affects every Member’s district, 
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every region of our country, and every 
socioeconomic level. 

In order to ensure these grants are 
dispensed broadly, as is needed, the un-
derlying bill includes language requir-
ing the Attorney General to also con-
sider the needs of rural and tribal com-
munities in making grants. 

This amendment builds upon that re-
quirement by directing the Attorney 
General to also consider the prevalence 
of opioid abuse and overdose-related 
deaths in a community. This is a good 
amendment which will help ensure 
these grant funds reach across the Na-
tion and are directed where they will 
help the most. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
MULLIN), a strong supporter of this 
amendment and the underlying pur-
pose. 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today in support of my colleague’s 
amendment to this important bill. 

This amendment would make sure 
that rural and tribal areas receive the 
funding they need to combat the grow-
ing drug use epidemic. 

My district is very rural. My district 
also has two of the five counties in the 
entire State that have the highest 
rates of unintentional painkiller 
overdoses. 

In 2014, Oklahoma had the 10th high-
est drug overdose rate in the Nation 
and more people died from uninten-
tional overdoses than in car crashes. 

Rural areas have some of the highest 
overdose death rates in the entire 
country, and this is a growing epi-
demic. We must ensure that these rural 
areas are getting the tools they need. 

This is why I am offering this amend-
ment with my colleagues, Mr. ISRAEL 
and Mr. MCKINLEY, to ensure that rural 
and tribal areas receive the proper Fed-
eral drug abuse prevention efforts they 
deserve. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this amendment. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I again 
want to commend the chairman, the 
gentleman from Oklahoma, and the 
gentleman from West Virginia for their 
cooperation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ISRAEL). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MS. CLARK OF 

MASSACHUSETTS 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 11 printed 
in part B of House Report 114–551. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Chairman, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Add at the end of the bill the following: 

SEC. 6. GAO STUDY AND REPORT ON DEPART-
MENT OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS AND 
RESEARCH RELATIVE TO SUB-
STANCE USE AND SUBSTANCE USE 
DISORDERS AMONG ADOLESCENTS 
AND YOUNG ADULTS. 

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States shall conduct a study on 
how the Department of Justice, through 
grant programs, is addressing prevention of, 
treatment for, and recovery from substance 
use by and substance use disorders among 
adolescents and young adults. Such study 
shall include an analysis of each of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The research that has been, and is 
being, conducted or supported pursuant to 
grant programs operated by the Department 
of Justice on prevention of, treatment for, 
and recovery from substance use by and sub-
stance use disorders among adolescents and 
young adults, including an assessment of— 

(A) such research relative to any unique 
circumstances (including social and biologi-
cal circumstances) of adolescents and young 
adults that may make adolescent-specific 
and young adult-specific treatment protocols 
necessary, including any effects that sub-
stance use and substance use disorders may 
have on brain development and the implica-
tions for treatment and recovery; and 

(B) areas of such research in which greater 
investment or focus is necessary relative to 
other areas of such research. 

(2) Department of Justice non-research 
programs and activities that address preven-
tion of, treatment for, and recovery from 
substance use by and substance use disorders 
among adolescents and young adults, includ-
ing an assessment of the effectiveness of 
such programs and activities in preventing 
substance use by and substance use disorders 
among adolescents and young adults, treat-
ing such adolescents and young adults in a 
way that accounts for any unique cir-
cumstances faced by adolescents and young 
adults, and supports long term recovery 
among adolescents and young adults. 

(3) Gaps that have been identified by offi-
cials of the Department of Justice or experts 
in the efforts supported by grant programs 
operated by the Department of Justice relat-
ing to prevention of, treatment for, and re-
covery from substance use by and substance 
use disorders among adolescents and young 
adults, including gaps in research, data col-
lection, and measures to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of such efforts, and the reasons for 
such gaps. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of the Congress a report 
containing the results of the study con-
ducted under subsection (a), including— 

(1) a summary of the findings of the study; 
and 

(2) recommendations based on the results 
of the study, including recommendations for 
such areas of research and legislative and ad-
ministrative action as the Comptroller Gen-
eral determines appropriate. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 720, the gentlewoman 
from Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Chairman, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Virginia for his work and 
leadership on the underlying bill. 

We know that addiction does not 
wait until adulthood. A majority of 
adults in substance use treatment start 
using before turning 18. 

My amendment would direct the GAO 
to study research and programs carried 
out by the Department of Justice and 
its grantees and report on those pro-
grams’ findings and work regarding 
substance use and substance use dis-
orders among adolescents and young 
adults. 

The amendment would require GAO 
to report on any gaps in the research 
around adolescent and young adult 
substance use that have been identified 
by experts or Department of Justice of-
ficials. 

We need to understand what extended 
opioid use means for young brains and 
how it affects development and growth. 
We also need to understand how early 
exposure to opioids might change 
young people’s needs with respect to 
treatment and support on the road to 
recovery. 

I would like to tell you about a con-
stituent of mine named Chip. Chip was 
an athlete. He excelled at hockey and 
baseball. Playing sports was extremely 
important to him. But then, in eighth 
grade, he started drinking. Shortly 
after, drugs entered the picture, and 
Chip stopped caring about everything. 

As a young husband and father by the 
time he was 22, Chip always felt like 
something was missing. Anytime there 
was a problem, Chip reached for drugs 
as a solution. He received two OUIs in 
1 year. He lost his license. He lost his 
family. He overdosed on heroin and be-
came homeless. 

The addiction ruined his life and dev-
astated anyone who cared for him. It 
was only when serving a jail sentence 
for a third OUI that Chip finally heard 
a recovering addict who came to speak 
to inmates, and for some reason he 
connected. 

Chip has been in recovery and has 
been clean and sober for 7 years. He 
works today as a recovery coach in my 
district, walking together with others 
with substance use disorder on the long 
road to recovery and a future. 

We owe it to young adults like Chip 
who were successful, ambitious, and 
energetic before opioids to understand 
what happened to them and how we can 
prevent it from happening to other 
adolescents and young adults. We owe 
it to them to understand how to help 
them seek and gain effective treat-
ment. 

The more information we can collect 
about how addiction begins in adoles-
cents and how to treat young adults, 
the clearer we can see where there are 
gaps in our understanding and the bet-
ter chance we have of combating this 
horrific epidemic. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-

man, I ask unanimous consent to claim 
time in opposition, although I am not 
opposed to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
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The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the gentlewoman for of-
fering this amendment. 

The amendment directs the Govern-
ment Accountability Office to study 
and report on Justice Department pro-
grams and research relative to sub-
stance abuse and substance use dis-
orders among adolescents and young 
adults. 

I share the gentlewoman’s desire for 
additional information on the pro-
grams available to combat the opioid 
epidemic. This is an appropriate piece 
of the legislative package. 

Having said that, I am concerned 
that, as drafted, the amendment re-
quires the GAO to study things DOJ 
might not be doing and does not have 
the expertise to do so effectively. 

Specifically, the amendment directs 
the GAO to study and report on DOJ 
programs relative to substance abuse 
and substance use disorders by adoles-
cents with no nexus to the criminal 
justice system. 

I do not oppose the amendment, but 
I would like to work with the gentle-
woman going forward to ensure the 
provisions of the amendment are ap-
propriately tailored to the responsibil-
ities and programs within the Justice 
Department’s jurisdiction. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Chairman, I am grateful to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin not only for the 
support of this amendment, but for all 
the work and leadership he has shown 
around this issue. 

We look forward to working with him 
to make sure this amendment is tai-
lored to meet the needs of the under-
lying bill and to be in line with the De-
partment of Justice’s work and re-
search. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair-

man, I thank the gentlewoman for her 
offer of working together. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
CLARK). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I 

move that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDING) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. WESTMORELAND, Acting Chair of 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, reported that 
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 5046) to amend 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 to authorize the At-
torney General to make grants to as-
sist State and local governments in ad-
dressing the national epidemic of 

opioid abuse, and for other purposes, 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

b 1500 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

APRIL 21, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to section 
451 of the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (Pub. L. 113–128), I am pleased to 
appoint Mr. James T. Brett of Massachusetts 
to the National Council on Disability. 

Thank you for your consideration of this 
appointment. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY PELOSI, 

House Democratic Leader. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1540 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DOLD) at 3 o’clock and 40 
minutes p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 12, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 12, 2016 at 3:18 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 2028. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE OPIOID ABUSE 
REDUCTION ACT OF 2016 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 720 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5046. 

Will the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. WESTMORELAND) kindly resume 
the chair. 

b 1541 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5046) to amend the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to au-
thorize the Attorney General to make 
grants to assist State and local govern-
ments in addressing the national epi-
demic of opioid abuse, and for other 
purposes, with Mr. WESTMORELAND 
(Acting Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. When 

the Committee of the Whole rose ear-
lier today, amendment No. 11 printed 
in part B of House Report 114–551 of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. CLARK) had been disposed 
of. 

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. LYNCH 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, the unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LYNCH) on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the noes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 190, noes 225, 
not voting 18, as follows: 

[Roll No. 186] 

AYES—190 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Ashford 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 

Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fitzpatrick 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Gibson 
Graham 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 

Honda 
Hoyer 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
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McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Norcross 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Rice (NY) 

Richmond 
Rokita 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Stefanik 

Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 

NOES—225 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Clawson (FL) 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis, Rodney 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Doggett 
Dold 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Farenthold 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 

Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hensarling 
Hice, Jody B. 
Hill 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Knight 
Labrador 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Long 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (PA) 

Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Pearce 
Perry 
Peterson 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price, Tom 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rooney (FL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce 
Russell 
Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 

Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 

Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (IN) 

Zeldin 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—18 

Bilirakis 
Duncan (SC) 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Garamendi 
Hastings 

Herrera Beutler 
Huffman 
LaMalfa 
Latta 
Maloney, Sean 
Mooney (WV) 

Nolan 
Pelosi 
Pitts 
Titus 
Webster (FL) 
Whitfield 

b 1602 

Messrs. ABRAHAM, CARTER of 
Georgia, RICE of South Carolina, 
BISHOP of Michigan, Mrs. ROBY, and 
Mr. KING of Iowa changed their vote 
from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Chair, on rollcall No. 

186, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Nay.’’ 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment in the nature of a 
substitute, as amended. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIR. Under the rule, 

the Committee rises. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. WESTMORELAND, Acting Chair of 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, reported that 
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 5046) to amend 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 to authorize the At-
torney General to make grants to as-
sist State and local governments in ad-
dressing the national epidemic of 
opioid abuse, and for other purposes, 
and, pursuant to House Resolution 720, 
he reported the bill back to the House 
with an amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered. 

Is a separate vote demanded on any 
amendment to the amendment re-
ported from the Committee of the 
Whole? 

If not, the question is on the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute, as 
amended. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

MR. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 5- 
minute vote on passage of the bill will 
be followed by 5-minute votes on mo-
tions to suspend the rules with regard 
to H.R. 1818 and H.R. 4586. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 413, nays 5, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 187] 

YEAS—413 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Ashford 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boustany 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 

Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Dold 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Graham 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 

Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Knight 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Marchant 
Marino 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
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Neal 
Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Price, Tom 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney (FL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 

Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Ryan (OH) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 

Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NAYS—5 

Amash 
Brooks (AL) 

Gohmert 
Massie 

Sanford 

NOT VOTING—15 

Fattah 
Fincher 
Garamendi 
Hastings 
Herrera Beutler 

Latta 
Maloney, Sean 
Mooney (WV) 
Nolan 
Norcross 

Pitts 
Scott, David 
Titus 
Webster (FL) 
Whitfield 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1611 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

VETERAN EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECHNICIAN SUPPORT ACT OF 2016 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1818) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide grants to 
States to streamline State require-
ments and procedures for veterans with 
military emergency medical training 
to become civilian emergency medical 
technicians, as amended, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 

GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 1, 
not voting 17, as follows: 

[Roll No. 188] 

YEAS—415 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Ashford 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boustany 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 

Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Dold 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Graham 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 

Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Knight 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 

Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Nunes 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Price, Tom 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 

Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney (FL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Ryan (OH) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 

Stivers 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NAYS—1 

Amash 

NOT VOTING—17 

Amodei 
Cramer 
Diaz-Balart 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Garamendi 

Hastings 
Herrera Beutler 
Latta 
Maloney, Sean 
Mooney (WV) 
Nolan 

Pitts 
Titus 
Walker 
Webster (FL) 
Whitfield 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1618 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LALI’S LAW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4586) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize grants 
to States for developing standing or-
ders and educating health care profes-
sionals regarding the dispensing of 
opioid overdose reversal medication 
without person-specific prescriptions, 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2318 May 12, 2016 
and for other purposes, as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 4, 
not voting 14, as follows: 

[Roll No. 189] 

YEAS—415 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Ashford 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boustany 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 

Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Dold 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Graham 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 

Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Knight 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
MacArthur 

Maloney, 
Carolyn 

Marchant 
Marino 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Norcross 
Nugent 
Nunes 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 

Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Price, Tom 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney (FL) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Ryan (OH) 
Salmon 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 

Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NAYS—4 

Amash 
Brooks (AL) 

Massie 
Sanford 

NOT VOTING—14 

Fattah 
Fincher 
Garamendi 
Hastings 
Herrera Beutler 

Latta 
Maloney, Sean 
Mooney (WV) 
Nolan 
Pitts 

Sánchez, Linda 
T. 

Titus 
Webster (FL) 
Whitfield 

b 1625 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained for voting on Thursday, May 12th, 
Had I been present and voting, I would have 
voted accordingly: ‘‘Aye’’ on rollcall No. 186 
(Lynch Amendment to H.R. 5046); ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall No. 187 (Final Passage of H.R. 5046); 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 188 (Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 1818, Veteran Emer-
gency Medical Technician Support Act of 
2016); and ‘‘aye; on rollcall No. 189 (Motion to 
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 4586, Lali’s 
Law). 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
S. 524, COMPREHENSIVE ADDIC-
TION AND RECOVERY ACT OF 
2016 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 114–564) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 725) providing for 
consideration of the bill (S. 524) to au-
thorize the Attorney General to award 
grants to address the national 
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse 
and heroin use, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

PERMISSION TO FILE SUPPLE-
MENTAL REPORT ON H.R. 4909, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent the Committee 
on Armed Services be authorized to file 
a supplemental report on the bill, H.R. 
4909. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ABRAHAM). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE REINSTATE-
MENT OF MILITARY BURIAL 
HONORS TO THE WASP 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as 
the sponsor of the bill that awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots, known 
as WASP, I applaud the passage by the 
House and Senate of legislation that 
will reinstate burial rights at Arling-
ton National Cemetery to these women 
pioneers. 

I would like to congratulate my dear 
friend and colleague Congresswoman 
MARTHA MCSALLY, sitting right in 
front of me, the first woman pilot in 
the U.S. Air Force to fly combat mis-
sions, who led this effort. 

I am humbled to represent a diverse 
south Florida community, home to 
some of these women trailblazers, like 
Ruth Shafer Fleisher, Shirley Kruse, 
and Bee Haydu, as well as the late 
Frances Rohrer Sargent and Helen 
Wyatt Snapp. I am so glad that we 
helped to bring them back their right 
to lay at Arlington Cemetery if they 
wish to do so. 

I am truly honored, Mr. Speaker, to 
have joined Congresswoman MCSALLY, 
and I thank those who joined us in this 
valiant effort. 

f 

b 1630 

GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I 

rise as a proud daughter to talk about 
a matter of government transparency. 

The families of those who lost their 
lives on September 11th and all Ameri-
cans deserve to know who was behind 
these terrible, horrific terrorist at-
tacks. 

I believe some of those answers can 
be found in the 28 classified pages from 
the joint inquiry into the attacks—28 
pages my father, Senator Bob Graham, 
has been advocating for the release of 
for 12 years. 

I have read the 28 pages. My father 
has read the 28 pages. Some of my col-
leagues in the Congress have read the 
28 pages; yet, still today, the American 
people aren’t able to read them. 

As elected officials, we answer to the 
people. Adlai Stevenson said it best: 
‘‘As citizens of this democracy, you are 
the rulers and the ruled, the lawgivers 
and the law-abiders, the beginning and 
the end.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, no one has been able to 
answer the question of why is it nec-
essary to continue to hide the truth 
from the public, so it is time to allow 
all Americans to read the 28 pages and 
make up their own minds, as is their 
American right. 

f 

CMS ON STATE EXCHANGES 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, thanks to 
a report by the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, we now know that a 
top CMS official misled Congress dur-
ing a hearing that was investigating 
wasted funds on ObamaCare State ex-
changes. I have the report right here in 
my hand. 

When ObamaCare was enacted, the 
President freely gave taxpayer money 
to States to establish these State ex-
changes. Since then, exchanges in Or-
egon, New Mexico, Hawaii, Nevada, 
among others, have failed and billions 
of taxpayer dollars have been squan-
dered. I think I speak for the American 
taxpayer when I ask: Where is all the 
leftover money? 

My legislation, H.R. 4262, addresses 
this problem by establishing a plan to 
recoup Federal funds and, most impor-
tantly, protect American taxpayers 
from having to pay back the balance. 

Clearly, State exchanges are a mess 
if a CMS administrator cannot speak 
correctly or accurately on them. 
Faulty State exchanges are not going 
away. It is a problem that is only just 
beginning, and it is going to get worse. 

I thank the committee for their in-
vestigation, and I urge my colleagues 
to support my legislation, the Trans-
parency and Accountability of Failed 
Exchanges Act. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HAROLD HAYES 

(Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-

sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize one of my constituents, Harold 
Hayes, who is retiring after more than 
35 years in broadcasting in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Harold has a lifelong connection to 
the city of Pittsburgh. Born in McKees-
port, Harold went on to graduate from 
South Hills High School and then from 
the University of Pittsburgh. 

He joined KDKA-TV as a reporter in 
1979, and he has been there ever since, 
providing the people of southwestern 
Pennsylvania with solid, objective re-
porting about the news that matters to 
them. 

There is no doubt that Harold Hayes 
has served as Pittsburgh’s reporter 
throughout his many years with 
KDKA. I want to commend Harold for 
his contributions to our community, 
congratulate him on his retirement, 
and wish him all the best as he begins 
the next phase of his life. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize one 
of my constituents, Harold Hayes, who’s retir-
ing after more than thirty-five years in broad-
casting in Pittsburgh, PA. 

Harold has a lifelong connection to the City 
of Pittsburgh. Born in McKeesport, Harold 
went on to graduate from South Hills High 
School and then from the University of Pitts-
burgh in 1975 with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Speech and Communications. After gradua-
tion, Harold worked as a research assistant in 
the ‘‘Reading is Fundamental’’ program, spon-
sored by the Urban League of Pittsburgh. 

In August of 1979, Harold joined KDKA–TV 
as a reporter, and he’s been there ever since, 
providing the people of southwestern Pennsyl-
vania with solid, objective reporting about the 
news that matters to them. Since joining the 
station, Harold has covered everything from 
military operations in the Middle East to land-
mark local court cases. He has amassed an 
impressive portfolio of overseas coverage, in-
cluding reporting on Operation Desert Shield 
in Saudi Arabia in 1990, the government of 
Kuwait’s memorial to the local lives lost during 
Operation Desert Storm in 1993, and the fu-
neral of Pope John Paul II in 2005. 

Yet his touch has really been felt locally, not 
only reporting on the day-to-day lives of 
Pittsburghers, but even making sure to follow 
up on stories that made headlines years ago. 
For example, he covered the 1981 court de-
segregation order that resulted in the creation 
of the Woodland Hills School District. Twenty 
years later, he found one of the students he 
had interviewed back then, and discovered 
that the former student now had a child who 
was about to graduate from Woodland Hills as 
well. It is this type of dedication and compas-
sion that has distinguished Harold from most 
other reporters in Pittsburgh for years. 

Harold has covered both tragedy and tri-
umph, as well as the personal stories of work-
ing people, Presidents, and protesters all with 
equal grace, fairness, compassion, and his 
special dry sense of humor. Harold brings 
both humility and perspective to his work 
every day, and because of that, has remained 
a consummate professional throughout his 37 
years of work. He represents that high level of 
personal integrity and the demanding work 

ethic that characterize the people of South-
western Pennsylvania. There is no doubt that 
Harold Hayes has served as ‘‘Pittsburgh’s Re-
porter’’ throughout his many years with KDKA. 
We will miss Harold’s presence on the air. 

Harold represents the best that there is in 
broadcast journalism, and he will be recog-
nized for his contributions by the National 
Academy of Television Arts & Sciences in 
September when he will receive a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at a ceremony in Phila-
delphia, PA. 

Harold’s commitment to our community ex-
tends far beyond his career as a newsman. 
He has also become a spokesperson for the 
Negro Educational Emergency Fund (NEED), 
and he created a scholarship in his mother’s 
name for local students. In addition, he helps 
raise money for the Rev. J. Harold Hayes 
Scholarship, named for his late father, a 
former pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
McKeesport. 

I want to commend Harold for his contribu-
tions to our community, congratulate him on 
his retirement, and wish him all the best as he 
begins the next phase of his life. 

f 

OPIOID ADDICTION 

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, opioid 
addiction is an epidemic that is tearing 
our communities apart. This devasta-
tion is acutely felt by families in 
southern Arizona, many of whom know 
all too well the pain of losing a loved 
one to an overdose. Nobody, no family, 
is immune. 

A recent analysis showed that Pima 
County, which I represent, has an over-
dose rate twice as high as any other 
county in Arizona, which had the 10th 
highest rate in the Arizona. 

Southern Arizona’s close proximity 
to the border exacerbates this problem, 
as more and more opioids come flowing 
into our communities. Reports show 
that, between 2010 and 2015, heroin sei-
zures spiked by more than 300 percent. 
Too many lives have been ruined by 
the tragic consequences of opioid 
abuse, which is why we must act. 

This week the House is voting on 18 
bills that take steps such as launching 
medication and treatment intervention 
programs, expanding resources to evi-
dence-based incarceration alternatives, 
and increasing the availability of life-
saving overdose reversal drugs. 

These are many important first steps 
to stopping the rise of opioid addiction, 
and I pledge to continue working to ad-
dress this very grave and urgent issue. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate National Police Week 
and to honor police officers killed in 
the line of duty. 
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Sobering stories of everyday heroes 

lost in the line of duty led me to intro-
duce H.R. 2350, Children of Fallen He-
roes Scholarship Act, along with my 
fellow Pennsylvania colleague, Con-
gressman MIKE FITZPATRICK. 

This is a commonsense bill that 
would ease the financial burden of fam-
ilies of fallen law enforcement as well 
as other first responders by increasing 
Federal student aid opportunities for 
those children to pursue a college edu-
cation. 

Every child should have a fair oppor-
tunity to pursue a college degree, espe-
cially those who have suffered the un-
imaginable loss of a parent in the line 
of duty. 

I commend the Senate for passing 
our companion bill earlier this week, 
and I call upon the House to pass our 
bill immediately. 

f 

DECLASSIFY DOCUMENTS 
(Mr. JONES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Senator BOB GRAHAM of Florida 
for taking the national lead to declas-
sify the 28 pages about 9/11, when so 
many Americans were killed. The in-
formation is critical to the freedom of 
America. 

Representatives LYNCH, MASSIE, and 
myself have introduced H. Res. 14. We 
have over 54 colleagues in both parties 
who have joined us to say to President 
Obama: You have the authority—you 
don’t even need Congress—to declassify 
this information. You promised the 9/11 
families that you would do this. 

Mr. President, keep your promise to 
the 9/11 families who are in so much 
pain. Keep your promise to the Amer-
ican people and let the American peo-
ple know the truth about 9/11. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair reminds Members to address 
their remarks to the Chair. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CARL 
WHITMARSH 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it 
is a special privilege to be able to come 
to the floor and acknowledge the gi-
ants that live among us. 

Today I want to honor a giant in my 
community, the 18th Congressional 
District, which I have the privilege of 
representing. That giant’s name is Carl 
Whitmarsh. 

If one were to think of those like 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, John F. 
Kennedy, William Jefferson Clinton, 
President Obama, and many other lead-
ers who invested in America, you 
would think of Carl Whitmarsh. 

He invested in the process of democ-
racy. He invested, yes, in the Demo-
cratic Party because he was known as 
a democratic activist, but he had a sin-
cere heart, being one of the members of 
the Texas Young Democrats. 

But in the course of being a demo-
cratic person and an activist, Carl 
worked with one of the first African 
Americans to integrate the Young 
Democrats in the name of Doris Hub-
bard. They worked together to say 
that, in this Nation, we are all equal. 

Yes, he was feisty. He was strong. He 
made us stand up and acknowledge our 
responsibilities of service. We lost him 
this past weekend. 

I want to thank Mr. and Mrs. Schlett 
for the great work that they have done 
to answer his need in the place he 
lived. I thank the Schletts for all they 
have done. 

Let me thank all of his friends for all 
they have done. Certainly, he was a 
friend of Hillary Clinton. He was a 
friend of mine and a friend of those 
who now mourn him. 

So among those of us who count our-
selves as activists, let me simply say 
that he was a public servant and he be-
lieved in helping people. 

Let me also give my sympathy to the 
Oak Forest Area Democrats and all of 
his friends and family. Because we 
know that not only is a voice of democ-
racy silenced, but we realize that a per-
son who loved all of us and loved life 
and was willing to share—that person 
is Carl Whitmarsh. 

May he rest in peace. We have lost 
you, but not your spirit, your memory, 
and your legacy. 

f 

PLANNING 2.0 
(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, today in 
the Natural Resources Committee here 
in the House we heard testimony about 
how the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Planning 2.0 rule might affect counties 
around this country that are dealing 
with Federal lands in their districts. 

FLPMA, which is the Federal Land 
Policy Management Act, is a law that 
was designed to give local government 
a lot of input especially in counties 
where there is a tremendous amount of 
Federal land. 

We heard today from counties that 
have 90 to 95 percent of their land 
owned by the Federal Government. 
They need input into what is going on 
in their districts. FLPMA con-
templated that. 

For Planning 2.0, the new proposed 
rule to change that and perhaps elimi-
nate some opportunities for local gov-
ernments to have input into Federal 
land management decisions would be a 
huge mistake. 

I ask the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to extend the time beyond the 30 
days they granted and allow 180 days 
for the time that local governments 
and other stakeholders are allowed to 
respond to the proposed new rule. 

f 

REACHING OUT TO CONSTITUENTS 
(Mr. MEEKS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, as I often 
do, I reached out to my constituents to 
find out what issues are most impor-
tant to them. 

I sent out a survey, and thousands re-
sponded. The top three issues on the 
minds of folks back home are afford-
able housing, gun control, and police- 
community relations. 

In every Congress since I have been 
here, I have pushed to raise funding for 
HUD and NYCHA so that we can ren-
ovate housing and increase both the 
amount of section 8 vouchers and af-
fordable housing units in New York 
City and this country. 

On gun control, I have cosponsored 
nearly every gun violence prevention 
bill in Congress, and I will continue to 
stand up to the NRA and the rest of the 
gun lobby. 

I am keenly aware of the need to im-
prove police-community relations. We 
need to force an honest dialogue with 
police and the communities they serve. 

So to the folks back home, I want to 
reassure you I hear you loudly and 
clearly and I will continue to stay fo-
cused on the issues most important to 
you. Thank you for participating in the 
survey we sent out. I will continue to 
fight for you, as I always have. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair reminds Members to address 
their remarks to the Chair. 

f 

OPIOID ADDICTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from 
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN of New 

Jersey. Mr. Speaker, for what feels like 
the first time this year, the House got 
to work on something that would genu-
inely help millions of Americans: ad-
dressing the opioid crisis. 

My home State of New Jersey is a 
perfect example of this epidemic in 
both reach and financial impact. Four 
of every five new heroin users started 
their drug abuse addictions with a pre-
scription opioid. By one estimate, New 
Jersey is now home to more than 
128,000 heroin addicts. 

b 1645 

In the past 10 years, heroin has 
claimed 5,000 lives in my State, and we 
fall just short of the top 10 in the per-
cent of healthcare costs we use on 
those suffering with opioid addiction. 

Opioids, both heroin and prescription 
painkillers, are driving the national 
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crisis of lethal overdose, with more 
than 60 percent of these deaths attrib-
uted to opiate abuse. 

Many have called this an epidemic, 
and they are absolutely right. It de-
serves our attention, and I applaud the 
bipartisan work we have done this 
week. 

But while we have taken a few vital 
steps, there are two very important 
things that I need my colleagues to un-
derstand. First, that although we have 
newly and rightly chosen to show those 
dealing with opioid addiction compas-
sion and clemency, the only thing new 
about the addiction epidemic is its 
face. 

The greatest spikes have been among 
White, suburban Americans, for whom 
we are opening doors for treatment, re-
habilitation, and alternatives to incar-
ceration. 

Meanwhile, communities of color 
have watched families arrested, con-
victed, and imprisoned for decades over 
nonviolent drug offenses. African 
Americans are three to four times 
more likely to be arrested for drug 
crimes, and when these offenders go be-
hind bars instead of to treatment beds, 
it breaks families and has lasting, dev-
astating impacts on both families and 
communities. 

We have now begun to take an evi-
dence-based approach to drug abuse, 
one that recognizes that arrest and 
long prison terms come at great cost 
and zero benefit. It is something that 
we should have done a long time ago. 

But now that we recognize the flawed 
policies of the past, we need to turn a 
critical eye to the victims of the older 
paradigm and offer them the doors to 
rehabilitation that we have created for 
today’s offenders. 

There is a second vital step here, Mr. 
Speaker, without which all of our bi-
partisanship today would be meaning-
less. We have authorized a variety of 
measures that have the potential to 
stop the advance of the opioid crisis, 
but without funding and continued re-
view, our work will be worthless. 

States and local municipalities need 
new resources to combat this crisis if 
we are going to make any kind of dif-
ference. That is why my Democratic 
colleagues put forward a proposal that 
will provide $600 million in new funds 
specifically to fight opioids and heroin. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle voted to block that proposal, 
which makes me concerned that they 
assume that the handful of authoriza-
tions we have worked on will be 
enough. 

With 78 Americans dying from opioid 
overdose every day, the American peo-
ple cannot afford for us to wash our 
hands of this issue without providing 
the resources necessary to halt this 
epidemic for all of those that are af-
fected. We need to keep pushing for-
ward. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague 
from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON), the 
honorable chairman of our Progressive 
Caucus. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding, and I 
also want to lend my voice to hers as I 
stand here before you to say that I was 
happy to vote for the legislation ad-
dressing opioid addiction today; sad 
that Republicans didn’t support Demo-
cratic initiatives, but overall happy 
with the work that has been done on 
this this week. 

I know many people fighting opioid 
addiction. It is debilitating. It is heart-
breaking in the lives that it has ruined. 
And I think that though the steps we 
took today were positive, we could 
have taken more. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to reflect 
upon an issue that is related to this, 
but give a little historic perspective 
because I think that Congress’ response 
to opioid addiction has, I think, in the 
main, been commendable. 

Unfortunately, if it were 20 years ago 
today, in the mid 1990s, perhaps the re-
sponse of Congress then to crack co-
caine was very different. 

The response to crack cocaine was 
massive incarceration. The effect of 
the crack cocaine epidemic was mas-
sive blanketing of police in certain 
neighborhoods, front-end loaders in 
poor neighborhoods. 

I hope that what this more humane, 
more medical-oriented response to 
drug addiction represents is America 
learning how to deal with drug addic-
tion because I think a more cynical 
person, not me, might say that because 
crack cocaine was associated with peo-
ple who were African Americans, a 
more harsh, police-oriented, prison-ori-
ented response was warranted and tol-
erable; and because opioid is more 
broad and affects the majority commu-
nity as well, that a more reasoned re-
sponse is warranted. 

Thinking about people like Kemba 
Smith, who got 24 years in prison when 
she was a student at Hampton Univer-
sity. She never touched 1 gram of crack 
cocaine; had a boyfriend who was a 
drug dealer. He housed some drugs in 
her house. She got convicted, ended up 
getting 24 years in prison. 

Thank goodness President Clinton 
gave her a commutation, but ruined 
her life. 

We now have about 2.4 million people 
in prison, many of them for nonviolent 
drug offenses, many who were arrested 
and given an enormous amount of time 
in the crack cocaine wars of the 1990s. 

I hope that the enlightened approach 
that we have now, which is not marked 
with helicopters and front-end loaders 
and all types of weaponry, literally 
militarizing Black neighborhoods 
across the United States back in the 
1990s—I am glad that that is not the re-
sponse we have taken this time. I hope 
it means we have learned something, 
but I hope it also means that we go 
back and ask ourselves if some of the 
exorbitant sentences that people got, 
life sentences in some cases, 10 years, 
20 years, we revisit these; we look at 
mandatory minimums for some of 
these offenders; that we look at how we 

have exploded massive prison rates all 
around crack, even though, in my opin-
ion, crack and powder cocaine are basi-
cally the difference between ice and 
water. They are essentially the same 
chemical. 

We incarcerate one much more se-
verely than the other. One is used pre-
dominantly by Whites; the other, more 
Blacks are found in possession of it, 
and the rates of incarceration are dra-
matically different. 

This Congress corrected a grievous 
injustice where we punished crack co-
caine 100 times more severely than we 
did powder. We changed that to 18 
times more. That is improvement; it is 
not equality. 

But I hope that today, the way we 
dealt with opioids, which I supported 
and I voted for—because I do believe 
that we do need to have more of a med-
ical approach to drug addiction than 
the militarized, police-oriented, incar-
ceration-oriented measure that we 
have used in the past—I hope that this 
new way of dealing with drug addiction 
is an advance in our understanding 
rather than a reflection of who is being 
hurt. 

I think that if we really want to dem-
onstrate that it is a reflection of what 
we have learned, then we have some 
unfinished business to achieve because 
there are still a lot of people who are 
dealing with the vestiges of mass incar-
ceration and the war on crack cocaine. 

Let me also just say that I remember 
being a young criminal defense lawyer 
in Minnesota, and I remember being in 
court when a courageous young judge 
named Pam Alexander, an African 
American female, found that the dif-
ference between powder and crack co-
caine sentencing was not warranted by 
the facts or the evidence; in fact, 
amounted to an equal protection viola-
tion under the Minnesota constitution. 

To the credit of the Minnesota State 
Supreme Court, they upheld her ruling, 
but Pam Alexander paid a heavy toll 
for her courageous judicial work be-
cause she was nominated to be a Fed-
eral district judge. That was blocked 
by people who wanted to maintain the 
status quo, and she never got to be a 
Federal district court judge. 

Now, she is still a distinguished jour-
nalist, to the pride of us all; but, you 
know, just showing that some people 
went to prison for this and others had 
their careers limited because of their 
willingness to speak up against these 
equal protection problems. 

So I just hope that today represents 
advancing our understanding rather 
than just the different treatment that 
different people historically have re-
ceived in our country. 

I definitely feel that I was proud to 
vote for the four measures today and 
enjoyed the debate and definitely was— 
my heart was in sync with all of my 
colleagues when they were talking 
about some of the very horrific prob-
lems that people suffer from opioid ad-
diction. I am right there with them and 
my heart is right there with them and 
my mind is right there with them. 
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But I cannot get it out of my head 

about how differently we dealt with the 
crack epidemic. According to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control, Blacks and 
Whites use crack about the same rate. 
And yet, there were whole jurisdictions 
in this country where there was lit-
erally no White person being charged 
with crack possession, and there were 
African Americans getting 5 years for a 
few grams, 10 years for a few more, and 
their lives absolutely devastated be-
cause of it. 

I mentioned 2.4 million Americans 
behind bars. Much of this is driven by 
the war on drugs. There are 2.7 million 
children whose parents are behind bars. 
When your parent goes to prison, it 
devastates family income. 

So I am just going to turn it back 
over; announce that I am proud of the 
votes that I took in favor of addressing 
opioid addiction today; say that I hope 
that it was because we learned some-
thing about the war on drugs; say that 
we must go, sort of fix some of the 
overzealousness of the war on crack 
years in the 1990s; and say that I really 
hope that our sympathies don’t return 
only in favor of people who look like 
us, but to all Americans. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. I thank 
the gentleman from Minnesota. I ap-
preciate the remarks that he has made 
and the issues that he has brought be-
fore this body this evening, particu-
larly his illuminating for us and re-
minding us of the disparities of the 
criminal justice system, of the way we 
dealt with drug addiction in the past. 

But we are in an enlightened period 
now, as evidenced by the work that we 
did just today; and I hope that we look 
at the issue of drug addiction and those 
addicted in the same humane manner, 
even if it is not an addiction to just 
heroin or an addiction to opiates, but 
it is an addiction to a drug that is 
harmful to their well-being. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. CAROLYN 
B. MALONEY). 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, I thank my good 
friend, Representative BONNIE WATSON 
COLEMAN, for hosting this Special 
Order to talk about opioids and drug 
policies. 

Our country is currently facing a 
great crisis. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, 78 Americans die 
each day from an opioid overdose. We 
are in the midst of an addiction epi-
demic, an epidemic robbing mothers 
and fathers of their children, and chil-
dren of their future. 

I cannot imagine the torture and 
hardship that not only those with these 
addictions suffer, but their families 
and friends as well, seeing their loved 
ones in pain, unable to help them. But 
that does not have to be the case. 

Congress can make a difference. Our 
actions here can help save lives, save 
people from suffering and having to 
bury a loved one. But we cannot stop 
this epidemic with just congressional 
authorization of new grant programs, 

studies, reports. We must fund these 
needed tools so that communities have 
the resources they so desperately need. 

Today the House passed, and I was 
proud to support the Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Reduction Act, a bipar-
tisan bill creating the Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Grant Program. And 
while I wholeheartedly support this 
new program, we have to make sure we 
provide the funding that is necessary 
to get the program up and running. 

This new program and any others we 
enact will be no help without funding 
to support it. 

Since 2000, there has been a 200 per-
cent increase in the rate of deaths at-
tributed to opioids. This problem is 
only getting worse, and has been for 
some time. 

b 1700 
Our actions are already too late for 

the 28,000 lives lost just in 2014. 
The leading cause of accidental death 

in New York State is now an overdose. 
An estimated 886 lives were lost city-
wide in 2015. That is 886 preventable 
deaths a year just in New York City, 
886 individuals that could still be here 
today had we acted sooner. 

Last month, Mayor de Blasio an-
nounced a new $5.5 million plan to 
combat deaths caused by overdose, 
building on the ThriveNYC initiative, a 
program to support those suffering 
with mental health problems. 

Actually, today, the first lady, 
Chirlane, was here in Washington 
meeting with the delegation on the 
Thrive initiative on ways that we were 
working in the city to combat the 
opioid epidemic. 

Earlier this week, Governor Cuomo 
of New York launched a statewide task 
force to face the heroin and opioid cri-
sis in the State head-on. But our 
States can’t do it alone, and they 
shouldn’t need to. This isn’t a problem 
confined to one district, one State, or 
one section of the country. It is a na-
tionwide epidemic that cannot be al-
lowed to continue unabated any longer. 

We owe it to all those suffering, 
those addicted and their families, to 
show we recognize this problem and 
that we are working for them, not only 
through our efforts, our votes author-
izing these new programs today, stud-
ies, and reports, but through actually 
putting the necessary support behind 
these efforts and funding them. 

We can and we must work to save 
lives. But all those votes are for 
naught if we don’t actually get these 
programs off the ground. Communities 
across the country need our help, and 
the time to act is now. We have already 
lost too many to this epidemic. I am 
proud of the votes on the floor today in 
support of moving forward to do some-
thing about it. 

I thank the gentlewoman for her 
leadership and for yielding. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
from New York. 

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to the gen-
tlewoman from the great State of 

Texas, the Honorable SHEILA JACKSON 
LEE. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Congresswoman BONNIE WATSON 
COLEMAN for leading this Special Order 
and for bringing us together around 
two very important issues, not only 
this question of opioids, but, as well, 
the question of the rights of women. 

Let me say that this has been a week 
for news, news coming from the most 
powerful lawmaking body in the Na-
tion. As I heard a Member say in the 
course of the debate on the list of 
opioids legislation, it is not that we 
needed it, for the record is established 
through the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, 
but that we would want to have those 
areas that are usually filled with media 
really take hold of what is being done 
on the floor of the United States House 
of Representatives and, of course, the 
complementary legislation of the other 
body. 

Over the past 2 days, we passed legis-
lation dealing with pregnant women, 
we passed legislation dealing with 
teenagers who lost their lives because 
of overdose of prescription drugs, and 
we passed legislation that gave a whole 
litany under the Judiciary Committee 
not of mandatory minimums and mass 
incarceration, but how do we bring law 
enforcement and substance abuse coun-
selors together? How do we provide 
training for police officers to use 
naloxone? How do we ensure that there 
is training or resources for those who 
are addicted? How do we get parental 
training as it relates to individuals 
who are addicted and their children are 
addicted? How do we monitor the 
issuance of prescription drugs with the 
respect for the medical profession that 
we all have in doing their job? 

Because we do realize that this pre-
scription journey started with the new 
approach to pain management that had 
been studied on an evidence-based basis 
that you would heal better if you could 
allow the pain not to be so devastating, 
then, of course, what happens are many 
things: the amount of prescription is 
more than you would need; or your 
children get ahold of it, or other peo-
ple’s children; or there is no place to 
dispose of it. 

In this discussion of opioids, I want it 
to be reflected that the Congress came 
together as Republicans and Democrats 
focusing on how we should address this 
as a sickness and an addiction and not 
as incarceration and punitive sen-
tencing. 

We followed the beginning, in 2009, 
where we removed some of the dispari-
ties between crack cocaine and didn’t 
have it in this large, unfair basis 
where, if you had a little bit of crack 
you were in prison for 400 years, if you 
had cocaine, you might skip by. We 
made that step. But now it is 2016, and 
we made a metamorphic change be-
cause we moved from the idea of mass 
incarceration to the idea of treatment. 

When I finished the debate on the 
floor on the most recent Judiciary 
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Committee bill authored by Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER working with Mr. GOOD-
LATTE, Mr. CONYERS, many Members, 
and me, I indicated that we missed a 
period of history of the crack cocaine 
users. Many of them are languishing in 
prisons. So I am hopeful about this bi-
partisan spirit, as we look to sen-
tencing reduction through H.R. 3713, 
for something miraculous, because it 
includes retroactivity. Many of those 
crack cocaine users are nonviolent. We 
will have the ability as this legislation 
works its way through Congress to in-
clude them in the scheme of treatment 
and the restoration part of what we are 
trying to do in the lives of people who 
are sick and addicted. 

I had someone come to me who said: 
Don’t forget the meth users. We know 
that meth was an epidemic—and still 
is—and how destructive it is to one’s 
physical look and body. 

So I am delighted to join my col-
leagues here to say that we did have a 
newsworthy great week and that we 
were taking a look at opioids in a dif-
ferent manner, that we are taking a 
look and working with physicians and 
the medical profession to be able to en-
sure that they do their work and that 
we find a way to provide a monitoring 
situation so that we can stem the tide 
of this horrific, horrible, and destruc-
tive drug addiction that destroys the 
lives of so many young people. 

I close by saying that some years 
ago, my late mother was in the hos-
pital. We know how we treat our par-
ents—but our mothers. I was flying 
back and forth from this House check-
ing and determining what her condi-
tion was. She had so many moments 
where she was on the brink but she 
came on back. 

One of the moments that I came to 
the hospital, there was erratic behav-
ior. It wasn’t my mother. That is the 
issue that we want. We want people to 
be explained to as to what is going on. 
It was a treatment that was dealing 
with trying to ease her pain. 

I had to ask them: What is she using? 
Percocet. 
The first time that I heard that word 

was 6 years ago—or even later, beyond 
6 years. That was 2010, so it was even 
earlier than that. I didn’t know the 
ramifications of Percocet. I am a law-
yer and not a doctor. But I realize that 
whatever it was, the cure was worse 
than the disease, and I asked them to 
take my mother off the Percocet and 
for me never to see that again. 

Now, how many families do that? 
She did get off of it. Thank God, she 

healed and walked out of that hospital. 
That wasn’t the time that she passed. 
She lived for another day. 

But we need, in this opioid discus-
sion, as we are moving against mass in-
carceration, to explain to families and 
physicians to talk about what these 
painkillers can do. Because, in essence, 
they are sometimes so toxic that they, 
in many instances, easily cause addic-
tion, as I have heard many parents say 
about their youngsters who had ath-
letic injuries. 

So I thank the Congresswoman for 
yielding to me because I think this 
week has been a magnificent week 
when we have opened the door and 
kicked the can not down the road, but 
we have kicked it to open the door to 
say to all of us in America that it is 
okay. Addiction can be cured. But we 
are going to work alongside of you so 
that you can openly seek that cure to 
relieve yourself of addiction, and we 
are not going to direct you down the 
path of incarceration and mandatory 
minimums. I want that for those who 
are languishing and who have been sen-
tenced on crack cocaine, and I am 
looking forward to working so that leg-
islation covers that aspect of those 
who are still incarcerated. 

With that, I thank the gentlewoman 
for yielding to me, and I thank the gen-
tlewoman for her leadership. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for 
always sharing with us in our Special 
Order Hour her wisdom, experience, 
unique observations, recommendations, 
and proposals. I thank the gentle-
woman very much. 

Mr. Speaker, let me add just one 
more thought to this topic. 

This week we demonstrated that bi-
partisanship is still possible on issues 
that matter to the American people. 
We need to take that same spirit and 
apply it to the countless other issues 
that have always been bipartisan. Re-
storing the Voting Rights Act, for one; 
addressing the significant dangers of a 
virus, in this instance, of the Zika 
virus is another illustration; and pass-
ing a budget that creates jobs and 
grows paychecks for American work-
ers. 

As we now shift topics here, Mr. 
Speaker, there is another issue that 
this body has been avoiding for dec-
ades. A few months ago, I joined my 
colleagues on the floor of the House to 
urge the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. We are here again, Mr. 
Speaker, and we will keep coming back 
until it is done. 

We have been avoiding ensuring pro-
tection for women in the Constitution 
for almost 100 years, and with enduring 
biases and discrimination against 
women, there is no better time than 
now. 

The ERA would give Congress the 
constitutional grounds to pass legisla-
tion that gives women victimized by 
gender-based violence recourse in Fed-
eral court and restoring elements of 
the Violence Against Women Act that 
have been deemed invalid by the Su-
preme Court. The ERA would give 
women a stronger legal platform from 
which to protest gender bias discrimi-
nation at work, giving cases like Betty 
Dukes’ 2011 suit against Walmart the 
standing they would need. When you 
prove statistically lower pay and slow-
er promotion, the biases are obvious 
and shouldn’t be allowed to continue 
just because they haven’t been specifi-
cally expressed. The ERA would keep 
women from being forced out of work 

during pregnancy, a protection that 
currently does not exist. 

Those are just a few of its benefits. 
For a long time, the push for the 

ERA has been viewed from a single per-
spective. But it is time for a coalition 
of women of every ethnicity, every re-
ligion, every nationality, and every 
race to stand united in the call for the 
ERA because it is for all of us. There 
are unique issues that every minority 
group faces, but they are all com-
pounded when you add the gender to 
that plate. We can and we must work 
together to level the gender playing 
field, and the ERA is the best route to 
that goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to a fierce 
fighter for women and the ERA, the 
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY). 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, I truly want to 
thank BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN for 
hosting this Special Order to talk 
about the Equal Rights Amendment. I 
can’t think of anything that is more 
important than protecting the rights of 
half the population of America. 

We in Congress and in our country 
have helped other countries win their 
independence and craft their constitu-
tions. One of the things we worked to 
place in that constitution is equality of 
treatment for all people. We have seen 
that countries that treat women well 
have less terrorism, less turmoil, and 
more economic stability, and that adds 
to the peace of the world. Yet we don’t 
have women in the Constitution of the 
United States of America. 

b 1715 

I think it is long past due, and it 
doesn’t cost any money. It just is an 
equality statement in a Constitution 
giving protection to half the popu-
lation. 

I have come to this Congress and re-
introduced the Equal Rights Amend-
ment. We know that it passed in the 
1970s. It fell three States short of rati-
fication. You need 38 States, and 35 
ratified it. It has already passed in this 
country before, and there is huge sup-
port. Currently, we have over 187 bipar-
tisan cosponsors that have joined 
Bonnie and me in this effort. 

There is an old Chinese saying that 
women hold up half the sky. But what 
most women are concerned about is 
how they are treated while they are on 
the Earth. We want to be treated fairly 
on the Earth. The exclusion of 
women—half the population—from the 
Constitution has dire consequences. 

Last month we commemorated Equal 
Pay Day, or more appropriately, ‘‘Un-
equal Pay Day,’’ when the average 
woman’s salary catches up with an av-
erage man’s earning from the previous 
year. To put it simply, women have to 
work 31⁄2 months more than a male col-
league doing the same job with the 
same pay to reach his equal pay. 

Now, I can say we have made 
progress. When I first entered the 
workforce, we were at 59 cents to the 
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dollar. We have made progress. We are 
now at 79 cents to the dollar. But 
economists say that, if we continue at 
the same rate, it will be the year 2025 
before anything near equality is 
reached in equality of pay. 

Given that fact, the economic state 
of women in the United States is un-
equal, unfair, and unacceptable if we 
want to ensure financial stability of 
American families and protect eco-
nomic growth. 

It is very interesting. One study was 
done by Heidi Hartmann, who is a Mac-
Arthur Award-winning economist. She 
stated that, if you just paid women 
equally, you would eliminate half the 
poverty in the United States. 

So everybody talks about job pro-
grams and everything else. Just pay 
women fairly and you would eliminate 
half the poverty in our country. That is 
an easy way to address opportunity and 
fair treatment. 

This unfairness of 79 cents to the dol-
lar is also much, much more unfair 
when it goes to women of color. The 
pay gap is even larger. The pay gap has 
narrowed slightly over the years, but 
its impact is perhaps more detrimental 
today than ever before because women 
are participating in the workforce in 
record numbers. 

Increasingly, women are sometimes 
absolutely necessary for the income of 
the family, and some are single par-
ents, as I am. I am a widow. When you 
treat a woman fairly, you are treating 
her husband fairly and her children 
fairly. With more women in the work-
force because they have to work, bring-
ing home a full, fair paycheck becomes 
more and more important. 

I recently asked the Joint Economic 
Committee democratic staff to study 
the effects of the gender gap, not just 
the 79 cents to the dollar, but what 
does it mean over a lifetime. This re-
port, which was probably the most 
comprehensive, in-depth report on the 
subject to date, looked at the pay gap 
by age, race, State, and congressional 
districts. 

What it showed is that, over the span 
of a lifetime, it compounded. Women 
are 75 percent more likely to live in 
poverty in their old age than their 
male counterparts. The unequal pay in 
the paycheck translates into lower 
pensions, lower Social Security, lower 
savings, and just less cash in the pock-
etbook. 

They say that, in 1 year over the life-
time of a woman, the average is that 
you lose over $500,000 in pay. That is 
just the pay. Then you have to com-
pound it into all of the savings aspects 
that all of us rely on in our older age. 

We found that the gender gap varies 
widely by race, age, and State. Work-
ing mothers—this is so interesting. For 
a country that says we honor the fam-
ily, we honor the mothers and the fa-
thers, if you become a mother—and 
many economists have written the 
same thing—you pay a penalty in the 
form of depressed wages when com-
pared to working fathers and women 
without children. 

Women that become mothers, the 
study showed that they are paid less— 
they call it the ‘‘mommy penalty’’— 
yet, men that become fathers are paid 
more. Men that become fathers are 
paid not only more than women, but 
they are paid more than men without 
children. So it is interesting. 

And the statistics are that men with 
children make 15 percent more than 
men without children and significantly 
more than women. Over a career, this 
disparity widens for women, making 
them more likely to live in poverty. 
Older women are the largest segment 
of poverty in our country. 

Women cannot support their families 
or fully participate in the economy 
when they are consistently paid less 
than men doing comparable work. This 
is bad for everyone. As you go through 
it, you wonder why does the gender gap 
persist and what can we do about it. 

In the past 30 years, the gender gap 
has been stuck at 79 cents to the dol-
lar. After controlling for the complex 
factors that contribute to the gender 
gap, which could be leaving work to 
take care of children, taking care of an 
elderly parent, or other reasons, there 
is a 40 percent gap which many econo-
mists attribute to discrimination. 
Without the ERA, there is little to do. 
There is no recourse to fight gender 
discrimination when it does exist. 

The late Justice Antonin Scalia 
agreed and famously said, ‘‘Certainly 
the Constitution does not require dis-
crimination on the basis of sex. The 
only issue is whether it prohibits it. It 
doesn’t.’’ 

I believe that Justice Scalia, who 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg called her closest 
friend on the Court, was doing the 
women’s movement and like-minded 
men who care about women a favor by 
making this crystal clear. 

He was a strict constitutionalist. He 
went by the Constitution. His state-
ment made it very clear: Women are 
not in the Constitution; therefore, I, as 
a Justice, and others would not protect 
them. 

We need to correct this. It is some-
thing that we could join hands and 
make happen. If we don’t explicitly 
protect women in the Constitution, 
there can be no expectation for equal-
ity in the workforce, government, 
sports, or academia. There is no rem-
edy for discrimination against women 
in the court. 

There have been some celebrated Su-
preme Court decisions that the dissent 
has said that this will be reversed in 
later years, and I believe it will. But 
they decided against women on the 
point that women aren’t in the Con-
stitution. Well, let’s change that. That 
is something we can do in this House: 
pass a bill that puts women in the Con-
stitution of our great country. 

Leaving women out of the Constitu-
tion and legally defenseless harms all 
of us in other areas of our lives. The 
progress women have made can too eas-
ily be rolled back, laws can be re-
pealed, and judicial attitudes can shift. 

Something as fundamental as equality 
of opportunity and rights should not be 
at the whim of who is on the Court, 
who is in the legislature, or any other 
law that could be put in place to roll 
rights back. 

I would say that equality for women 
is a fundamental right that the vast 
majority of this country supports. I 
polled it once, and 99 percent of the 
people in America said, yes, people 
should have equal rights, and, yes, they 
should have equality of opportunity. 

Yet, this fundamental aspect for half 
of the population of America—and it is 
an important half of the population. 
Every man had a mother. Women are 
there working in the home, in the soci-
ety, and in the communities. 

As we help and support and empower 
women, we empower our country and 
empower our economy. We can’t com-
pete and win in this world economy 
without using the strength of all of our 
people. That means not just talented 
men, but talented women, also. 

Ninety percent of the country actu-
ally thinks the Constitution already 
fully protects women because it seems 
so much like a no-brainer. If you asked 
anyone in this body, they would say 
‘‘Of course women should be treated 
equally,’’ ‘‘Of course I want my daugh-
ters and my sons to have equal oppor-
tunity.’’ 

Properly valuing women is the right 
thing to do for our daughters, sisters, 
mothers, and grandmothers. It is also 
the closest thing to a silver bullet to 
stimulate the economy. If you just paid 
women equally, you would move so 
much more money into the economy 
that would have to be consumed and 
spent in the economy. 

I want to really thank the like-mind-
ed men and women who support the op-
portunity and the goal for women to be 
treated fairly. I believe this is an issue 
that we could all agree on. It is a fun-
damental right. I think that people be-
lieve in opportunity. This is one way to 
make sure that all of our citizens have 
the same opportunity. 

I want to thank BONNIE for bringing 
this issue to the floor. She brings it to 
the floor once a month. That shows a 
persistence and a commitment that I 
want to follow and want to support. 

I can’t think of anything more im-
portant that we could spend our time 
on as a Nation or as individuals than 
helping people have the equal treat-
ment and the equal opportunity that 
they so justly deserve in this great 
country. 

I just want to close by saying I wake 
up every morning and I say a prayer 
and I kiss the ground and thank God 
that I was born an American. There is 
no question in my mind that we are the 
greatest country on Earth. We treat 
our people the best. It is amazing. 

We just did a report that came out of 
the President’s Office of Economic Ad-
visers that shows that our economy is 
leading the world. The only thing that 
is hurting our economy is the suffering 
other economies that are pulling us 
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down. We are a great country. But one 
of the reasons that we are so great is 
that we always strive to be better. 

I can’t think of doing anything more 
important or better than treating all of 
our citizens equally and allowing them 
to have the same equal opportunity 
under our great flag and under our 
great Constitution. It is long past due 
to put women in the Constitution. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
helping to make this dream of equality 
a reality in the great country of the 
United States of America. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank the gentle-
woman from New York. I welcome our 
partnership on this endeavor. We com-
mitted to one another that we are 
going to continue to raise the issue of 
the ERA on a monthly basis so that 
people will be reawakened to just how 
significant and important this is. 

I was very struck by the information 
that she shared with us with regard to 
the unequal pay as it relates to women 
versus men. While we cited sort of the 
general knowledge or norm that is as-
sociated with the ERA and with un-
equal pay, we recognize that there is 
an even greater disparity when it 
comes to African American women and 
Latin women to the tune of 63 cents on 
the dollar and 54 cents on the dollar. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE), 
who is also a fierce fighter for equality 
for all people. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as 
I listened to Congresswoman MALONEY, 
I heard her mention the Constitution 
and the importance of the Equal Rights 
Amendment and I am reminded of the 
constitutional amendment that was 
needed in 1920 to allow women the 
right to vote. 

If you took a broad assessment of the 
American people, they might allude to 
women have the right to vote. But 
what I would offer to say to them is 
that every time we wanted to be sure 
of a right given to a left-out group, we 
had to add to the Bill of Rights. 
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The Bill of Rights includes the Fifth 
Amendment, which is the protection of 
our property and due process. It in-
cludes the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amend-
ments, which codify, constitutionally, 
the wrongness of slavery and the con-
cept of equal protection under the law. 
But in all of that, it has not protected 
women in their rightful place in this 
society to have a legal basis to object 
to unequal pay. It did not provide the 
cover for Lilly Ledbetter, who went to 
protest the fact that she was paid less 
and was not given any respect by the 
employer who felt that there were no 
laws that protected her. 

I believe that, in all of my tenure in 
Congress, I have supported the Equal 
Rights Amendment legislation. So I 
just answer today, for those who may 
be querying ‘‘here they come again’’ or 
‘‘they already have a Bill of Rights’’ or 
‘‘they have the amendment allowing 

them to vote,’’ yes, we have sectors of 
rights—the right to vote—and maybe 
we join in and have the right to due 
process. 

What the Equal Rights Amendment 
does is it pierces the veil of govern-
mental leadership and governance, and 
it says to the 50 States: you must ad-
here to the Constitution as it is related 
to women and that, with every aspect 
of governmental action that impacts 
women, without discrimination against 
men, you must put them on an equal 
footing. 

We have title VII and we have title 
IX; but, Mr. Speaker, in spite of those 
statutes, women are still discriminated 
against because you can’t section off 
their rights and expect all of their 
rights to be protected. Discrimination 
under title VII fits one box, and title 
IX, with athletics, fits another box. 
Then, for some reason, we have all of 
these different aspects that seem either 
not to prevail under lawsuits under 
title VII or not to prevail under law-
suits under title IX, but women are 
still discriminated against. 

If there were an amendment that 
would cover all aspects of governance 
that States had to adhere to, that 
counties had to adhere to, that cities 
had to adhere to, and that, certainly, 
the Federal Government had to adhere 
to, because the Constitution is the 
Constitution of the United States for 
all people, then we would see the lift-
ing of those issues that impact women 
and that are not clarified through the 
statutory process. 

I rise today again to support the 
movement of this bill through the Ju-
diciary Committee, to the floor of the 
House, and, ultimately, through the 
Senate. For my colleagues, many of 
you know that there is a constitutional 
process that would engage the States. 
Then, ultimately, that would become 
an amendment to the United States 
Constitution. What better process of 
engaging the people of the United 
States in determining whether they 
want and recognize the importance of 
an Equal Rights Amendment than the 
process of amending the Constitution 
of the United States. 

I finish by saying we are doing what 
is right, and I am hoping that its con-
clusion will be in short order on behalf 
of the women and the men and the fam-
ilies of this great United States of 
America. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. I thank 
the gentlewoman from Texas for join-
ing us in this discussion as well. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been almost a 
century; so the time for the ERA is 
right now. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK: BLUE 
LIVES MATTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. REICHERT) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, to-
night, my colleagues and I come to the 
floor of the United States House of 
Representatives to spotlight and high-
light a very special week, a week that 
brings families and police officers to-
gether here in Washington, D.C. It is a 
week that is called National Police 
Week where these families and police 
officers from around the country come 
and gather to remember those police 
officers whose lives were tragically 
taken in the line of duty during the 
past year, and this happens every year. 
In that process, we not only remember 
those lives who were lost in the past 
year, but we also remember those lives 
who were lost in all of the years prior 
to that. Later on, I will talk about a 
couple of close friends of mine whose 
lives were taken early in their careers 
in the King County Sheriff’s Office. 

I should say that, prior to coming to 
Congress, I spent 33 years in the King 
County Sheriff’s Office in Seattle, 
starting in a patrol car, then as a de-
tective, then as a SWAT commander, a 
hostage negotiator, a precinct com-
mander, and, finally, as a sheriff, then 
coming here to Congress. 

To begin tonight, I honor Chehalis 
Police Officer Rick Silva and Wash-
ington State Trooper Brent Hanger, 
who both tragically died in the State of 
Washington in the line of duty. 

I begin with Washington State 
Trooper Brent Hanger. 

Trooper Hanger died on August 6, 
2015, while investigating a marijuana 
grow in a small town called Yakima, 
Washington. He was 47 years old. He 
had a wife, Lisa, and six children: 
Emily, Erin, Kailey, Erik, Kyle, and 
Kevin. Trooper Hanger served with the 
State Patrol for 17 years, all of which 
were spent in the State Patrol’s Dis-
trict 7, which includes Washington 
State’s Snohomish, Skagit, and 
Whatcom Counties. Early in his career, 
in 2000, Trooper Hanger received the 
Award of Merit from the State Patrol 
for assisting and saving the life of a su-
icidal person. 

It is one of the things we forget 
about with regard to police officers. We 
are really peace officers, and we are 
there to protect people and keep the 
peace. The vast majority of us who go 
into law enforcement enter into law 
enforcement to protect people and to 
save lives, and that is what Trooper 
Hanger did in 2000 on just one occasion 
that he was recognized for. 

I also recognize Chehalis Police Offi-
cer Rick Silva. 

Rick was 60. He died in Chehalis on 
June 18, 2015, in Centralia, Washington. 
He had a wife named Cindy and a 
daughter named Shannon. From 1986 to 
1988, he was a Lewis County correc-
tions officer. From 1988 to 2002, he was 
an officer with the Lewis County Sher-
iff’s Office; and he was employed, when 
he passed away, with the Chehalis Po-
lice Department. He was a self-taught 
master fabricator, race car driver, 
automotive restorer, and carpenter. 

Since the first known line of duty 
death in the year 1791, more than 20,000 
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U.S. law enforcement officers have 
made the ultimate sacrifice. A total of 
1,439 law enforcement officers died in 
the line of duty during the past 10 
years—an average of one death every 61 
hours, or 144 per year. There were 123 
law enforcement officers who were 
killed in the line of duty in 2015. Since 
the beginning of 2016, 36 law enforce-
ment officers have died in the line of 
duty—36 this year. So far, the number 
of firearm-related fatalities is up 50 
percent compared to the same time 
last year. In 2014 alone, there were 
15,725 assaults against law enforce-
ment, resulting in 13,824 injuries. Now, 
we hear sometimes in our own commu-
nities about those who lost their lives, 
but we don’t always hear about those 
who were injured in the line of duty. 

The next speaker I will introduce 
here in a moment is also a career law 
enforcement officer. He was also a 
sheriff, a sheriff in Florida, and I am 
sure that he and I together could trade 
police stories all night that would il-
lustrate for you, Mr. Speaker, and for 
others who are listening the danger 
that one experiences as a law enforce-
ment officer across this country. 

I yield to the sheriff, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. NUGENT). 

Mr. NUGENT. I thank Sheriff 
REICHERT so very much for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here at a very 
solemn time in the law enforcement 
community. National Police Week is 
the week that we honor those who have 
fallen the year before and in all of the 
prior years. 

When Sheriff REICHERT was talking 
about the statistics of assaults on law 
enforcement officers and about the 
number of law enforcement officers 
who are killed annually, behind each of 
those stories is a real person—a son or 
a daughter who is not coming home 
anymore, or a wife or a husband. 

I have been a police officer. I was a 
police officer for 38 years, and I was ul-
timately a sheriff in Hernando County, 
Florida. I have buried my share of fel-
low law enforcement officers in those 
38 years—too many to even talk about 
without bringing a tear. I can tell you, 
as a rookie police officer who was right 
out of the academy, in the first year I 
was on the street, one of the guys with 
whom I went through the academy was 
shot and killed. That was the first year 
out of the academy. I was held hostage 
at one point in time in my career by a 
guy who was intent on killing his wife. 

We all have stories like that. Sheriff 
REICHERT is one of those true heroes in 
law enforcement. He is too modest to 
talk about the times that he has been 
assaulted, stabbed, or of the folks he 
has put in jail—the Green River Mur-
derer. That is just the type of people 
we are. We are very humble. I was 
blessed to be in law enforcement for 38 
years, and 12 of those years were out-
side the city of Chicago. I will tell you 
this: the brotherhood in law enforce-
ment is the same wherever you go 
across this great Nation. 

We are made up of people, though, 
and we have flaws like anybody else. 

Whether you are a physician or a 
teacher or even a priest, sometimes 
they do wrong things, but 99.99 percent 
of those in law enforcement do it for 
all of the right reasons. It is not be-
cause they are going to make great 
pay, and it is not because: Oh, my gosh, 
I get to work the weekends or work 
holidays or work midnights or miss 
birthday parties. They do it because of 
the love that they have for the people 
whom they serve in whatever commu-
nity it may be—as large as New York 
City and as small as Apopka, Florida. 
It doesn’t matter. The feelings that go 
into being a law enforcement officer 
are those of service to his fellow man. 

I have been blessed. My wife and I 
have been married for 41 years, with 
three sons—all of them in the mili-
tary—but the one middle son, who is a 
Blackhawk pilot for the Florida Army 
National Guard, is also a deputy sheriff 
in Hillsborough County, Florida. I 
know the feeling that his wife has 
every time he dons that uniform and 
goes to work: Is he going to come home 
tonight? 

That is the feeling that all of our 
wives and mothers and grandmothers 
felt for their children as they went out 
the door wearing that uniform of what-
ever city, county, township they sup-
ported or State police agency. 

We have been blessed in America, and 
it is because of those people—that thin 
blue line—who are willing to stand in 
front of danger to protect the normal, 
average citizen, somebody they have 
never met and may never meet again. 
They run into burning buildings, just 
like on 9/11, to save people. They face 
down felons to save their fellow man. 
All they ask for is a little respect, and 
I don’t think that is too much to ask. 

This week we passed a piece of legis-
lation, the Fallen Heroes Flag Act, 
that allows us as Members of Congress 
and in the Senate to provide a flag. It 
is a small token of our everlasting ap-
preciation for the sacrifices their fami-
lies have made in the deaths of loved 
ones who served their country while 
wearing a law enforcement officer’s 
uniform. We passed that here, and the 
President is going to sign it. It gives us 
the ability to provide that flag at no 
cost to the families. Go figure. At the 
end of the day, it is really about recog-
nizing in a very small and symbolic 
way that it does matter. Blue lives 
matter, and all lives should matter. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the distin-
guished sheriff, the gentleman from 
Washington State, DAVE REICHERT. 

b 1745 
Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, Sheriff 

NUGENT served 35 years. I know he 
looks a lot younger than I do, but he 
served a couple of years longer than I 
did. 

Sometimes we call people heroes and 
we don’t readily accept those titles be-
cause, as the sheriff said, we just want 
to help. Cops just want to help. They 
want to help people. They want to 
serve the community and want to keep 
people safe. 

I am proud to have another Member 
here tonight who I am going to intro-
duce who has been a staunch supporter 
of law enforcement since his time in 
Congress. We actually came here to-
gether in 2005, and he happens to be a 
judge from Texas. 

So I yield to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE). 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank Sheriff REICHERT, Sher-
iff NUGENT, and all the Members in 
Congress who have served in law en-
forcement before they came to the 
House. 

This is a solemn week when we show 
our respect and honor to those who 
have worn the shield or the star. You 
notice, Mr. Speaker, the shield or the 
star is always over the heart, and it is 
symbolic of protecting us from out-
laws, from criminals. 

Law enforcement stands between us 
and those who would do us harm. That 
is why they wear the shield or the star 
over their heart, because they will give 
their lives and have for the rest of us, 
protecting us from those do-bads out 
there. 

I served as a prosecutor in Houston, 
Texas, for 8 years and then 22 years in 
the criminal courts trying all kinds of 
cases. I met a lot of police officers. I 
still know a lot of them. They are cer-
tainly a rare breed that would do what 
they do. 

Most Americans couldn’t go on pa-
trol one day and do what they do. They 
are to be admired. We honor those who 
have died last year, but we honor those 
who have died in previous years. 

Some in America don’t realize that 
the Capitol Police protect us around 
the Capitol. In 1998, two Capitol police 
officers, John Gibson and Jacob Chest-
nut, gave their lives protecting Mem-
bers of Congress. We should remember 
them. 

Last year, 128 peace officers were 
killed in the United States. Eleven of 
those were females. Twelve were killed 
in Texas, the highest of any State. 
There were also two K–9s who were of-
ficers that were killed in Texas. 

Three of those officers who were 
killed were from my hometown of 
Houston, Texas: Darren Goforth of the 
Sheriff’s Department, Officer Tronoski 
Jones of the Sheriff’s Department, and 
Officer Richard Martin of the Houston 
Police Department. 

About this time last year, there was 
a robbery in progress—we call those hi-
jackings in Houston—at a service sta-
tion on Sunday morning. The Houston 
Police Department responded. 

They get to the scene and see a sto-
len U-Haul van speeding away from the 
service station. There is a high-speed 
chase. The U-Haul got a distance on 
the Houston police officers, jumped out 
of the U-Haul, grabbed a lady that was 
getting in her minivan, pushed her out 
of the way, stole the minivan, took off, 
and are firing shots at the police offi-
cers. Meanwhile, most of Houston is 
asleep and safe. 

Their chase goes on for a long time. 
Officer Richard Martin was ahead of 
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the chase. He got his patrol car far 
enough ahead that he jumped out of 
the car and put spikes in the road to 
stop this outlaw from getting away. 

The outlaw sees Richard Martin, 
veers off the road, hits him and kills 
him and keeps driving for 20 miles be-
fore the Houston Police Department 
stopped him. 

Richard Martin was 47. He had only 
been a peace officer for 4 years. He had 
other careers before that, including 
serving in the United States Air Force. 
He has two children. I met Tyler last 
week. He is 11. It was a rough, rough 
conversation talking to him about his 
dad. 

As Sheriff NUGENT said, these are 
real people and they are good people. 
They are a rare breed, the American 
breed, who will wear that star, that 
badge, over their hearts to protect us. 

All that separates us from evil and 
criminals is the thin blue line. That is 
it. You either have anarchy or you 
have the rule of law. Those who want 
to cause anarchy and mischief and 
crime in our communities are stopped 
by the law. That is why we call them 
law officers, peace officers. 

They are protecting us from those 
that would do us harm, and we cer-
tainly should give them and their fami-
lies the respect and honor that they 
rightfully deserve because they make a 
sacrifice every day. They willingly 
make that sacrifice for us. 

Most peace officers I ever met have 
an extra job. They don’t make enough 
money being a peace officer; so, to sup-
port their families, they do something 
else. They work long hours all week 
doing everything they can to make an 
income to take care of their families, 
and we should recognize that they are 
the best that America has. 

In closing, I would just like to say, 
Mr. Speaker, peace officers are really 
the last strand of wire in the fence that 
protects good from evil, that protects 
the chickens from the coyotes. That is 
the peace officers. We appreciate what 
they have done. 

I want to thank Sheriff REICHERT for 
his service to our country, especially 
all those cases that you solved years 
ago. I am sure that the criminals are 
glad that you are in Congress and not 
back in Washington State chasing 
them down. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Judge POE for his service, too, and for 
his staunch support of law enforcement 
officers across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to intro-
duce Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, 
who has a real understanding of what it 
means to serve. His family is a family 
of military service. So he understands 
the service that law enforcement offi-
cers provide across this country as 
well. 

I yield to the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. WILSON). 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Sheriff DAVE 
REICHERT along with Sheriff RICHARD 
NUGENT and Judge TED POE for their 
service to law enforcement in Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, this Sunday marks the 
beginning of National Police Week, a 
time each year when we especially 
honor the service and sacrifice of our 
Nation’s police officers. Tragically, the 
citizens of South Carolina’s Second 
Congressional District lost two distin-
guished and courageous officers this 
year. 

Officer Gregory Alia, a 7-year veteran 
of the City of Forest Acres Police De-
partment, was beloved by his friends, 
family, and the entire community 
where he was born and raised. Gregory 
was an Eagle Scout, a graduate of 
Richland Northeast High School, and a 
graduate of the University of South 
Carolina. 

In 2003, I was grateful to accompany 
him along with my son, Hunter, with 
Troop 100 of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church of Columbia to the Philmont 
Scout Ranch in Cimarron, New Mexico, 
for a 100-mile trek. I knew he was a 
great fellow. 

A hardworking, dedicated, and hum-
ble man, he was the embodiment of a 
hero every day of his life. As a new fa-
ther, he loved his family, looked for 
the good in everyone, and was a selfless 
leader, one who brought people to-
gether. 

His end of watch was September 30, 
2015, when he was shot while pursuing a 
suspect. 

I am grateful his wife, Kassy; par-
ents, Dr. Richard and Alexis; aunt, 
Catherine Alia-Harding; and his infant 
son, Sal, are here in the gallery and 
community today. 

Gregory’s legacy lives on not only in 
the outpouring of love and appreciation 
from the community, but also in the 
actions of his family and friends. 

I would like to especially recognize 
his wife, Kassy, for her selfless service 
in the days, weeks, and months fol-
lowing the loss of Gregory. 

Less than a week—actually, even 
during the funeral service—after her 
husband was killed, the community 
was devastated by a 1,000-year rain, 
which caused widespread flooding. 

Days after Gregory’s funeral, Kassy 
volunteered at the Harvest Hope Food 
Bank. She also started Heroes in Blue, 
an organization dedicated to sharing 
and caring and providing courageous 
stories of police officers in South Caro-
lina and across the country. She found-
ed Gregory Alia Day on December 14, 
the date of what would have been their 
fourth anniversary. 

Hundreds of community members 
and local businesses honored his mem-
ory by providing hot meals to 13 police 
stations in the Midlands of South Caro-
lina. 

Nearly a month after Gregory Alia 
was provided final honors at St. Jo-
seph’s Church, our community faced 
another tragedy when Officer Stacy 
Case lost her life in the line of duty. 

Stacy, an Iraq war veteran, served 
the Army for 15 years, earning several 
commendations, including the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary 

Award, the Army Commendation 
Medal, and the Army Achievement 
Medal. 

Originally from Michigan, Stacy 
joined the City of Columbia Police De-
partment in 2011. She worked one of 
the most difficult beats of the depart-
ment and regularly sought opportuni-
ties for professional development. 
Stacy was killed in an automobile acci-
dent when responding to a shots-fired 
call on November 7, 2015. 

A highly respected member of the Co-
lumbia Police Department, her legacy 
will continue to live on. Indeed, last 
month the City of Columbia Police De-
partment commissioned a new K–9 offi-
cer named Case in Stacy’s memory. It 
is just one of the many tributes to her 
honor. 

As we mark National Police Week, I 
remember those that we have lost and 
stand in support of the men and women 
who risk their lives every day to pro-
tect us. 

God bless and protect our law en-
forcement and their devoted families. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. WILSON for his support and for 
being here tonight to help us highlight 
law enforcement Police Week and re-
member those who have died in the line 
of duty and those continuing to serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I would now like to in-
troduce Mr. GOWDY from South Caro-
lina, who also has a career in law en-
forcement and has continued that ef-
fort here to do the right thing and pro-
tect the American people here in Con-
gress. 

I yield to the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. GOWDY). 

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Sheriff Reichert for his service to the 
country and to the great State of 
Washington. I want to thank Judge 
POE, Sheriff Nugent, and my friend and 
colleague from South Carolina, JOE 
WILSON, who is the father of a pros-
ecutor. 

Mr. Speaker, Allen Jacobs was going 
to be a father again, but this time was 
going to be a little bit different. He was 
already the father of two precious lit-
tle boys, but he was going to be the fa-
ther of a little girl. His wife, Meghan, 
and he were expecting a child this 
July. 

Life had prepared Officer Jacobs very 
well to be a father. He was an out-
standing student, an athlete in Green-
ville, South Carolina. He put that 
athleticism and intelligence to work 
for our country in the United States 
Army. 

He was deployed to Iraq, Mr. Speak-
er, for 15 months and even volunteered 
to live in the neighborhoods of Bagh-
dad because he understood that all peo-
ple want to live in a peaceful, secure 
environment. 

After Iraq, he was deployed to Haiti 
because he wanted to help the Haitian 
people in the aftermath of their tragic 
earthquake. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, the tug of father-
hood is strong. So Allen decided to re-
turn to the Upstate of South Carolina, 
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but his desire to protect and serve oth-
ers and to provide peace and security 
to others never dissipated. 

So he left the uniform of the United 
States Army and put on the uniform of 
the Greenville City Police Department. 
He pursued that calling with the same 
vigor and the same strength and the 
same professionalism that epitomized 
every other facet of his life, whether it 
was service on the SWAT team or the 
Cops on the Court, as a patrol officer 
for schools or a gang resistance team. 

Mr. Speaker, Allen Jacobs would stop 
his patrol car from time to time to 
shoot basketball with young men in 
the inner city of Greenville who did not 
have the father figure that he was to 
his boys and that he would be to his 
daughter. 

b 1800 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I learned all of 
this from Allen’s mother in a telephone 
call we had 2 days before his funeral. 
This strong man who survived Iraq and 
Haiti and boot camp and police officer 
training couldn’t survive an encounter 
with a teenage gang member who had 
just been released from jail. He never 
even had a chance to unholster his 
weapon, Mr. Speaker. He was just try-
ing to protect, serve, enforce the law, 
and he was ambushed. 

His funeral gave all of us an oppor-
tunity to reflect not only on his life, 
but on the lives of all the other folks in 
the upstate of South Carolina who died 
in the line of duty, whether it be Russ 
Sorrow or Kevin Carper or Eric Nichol-
son or Marcus Whitfield or Greg Alia, 
who was killed in the line of duty, as 
my friend from Columbia made note of. 
His wife is here and his parents are 
here and his aunt is here. They have a 
little boy who is less than 1 year old. 

I want to say this in conclusion, Mr. 
Speaker. I want to thank all the 
women and men in uniform who are 
willing to do what most of us are not 
willing to do, and interact with people 
that most of us are not willing to 
interact with, and miss things in life 
that most of us are not willing to miss. 
But I especially want to send a mes-
sage, Mr. Speaker, to Allen Jacobs’ two 
sons and his daughter on the way and 
Greg Alia’s son. Their fathers lived a 
life of service and sacrifice and signifi-
cance, and they left the greatest legacy 
that you can ever leave children, which 
is a good name to be proud of. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. GOWDY. 

I was going to try to get some cour-
age up to tell one of my stories about 
my partner who was killed in 1982, but 
I think I am going to wait and gain my 
composure. 

I yield to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. JOLLY), who has led one of these 
Special Orders in the past in honor of 
police officers and is another staunch 
supporter of law enforcement across 
this great Nation. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
sheriff. I want to associate myself—I 
know we all do—with our colleague Mr. 

GOWDY’s remarks. This is personal for 
so many. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of 
the people of Pinellas County, Florida, 
the people in the State of Florida, who, 
if they were here in this Chamber to-
night, would also want to associate 
themselves with the gratitude that fills 
this well, gratitude to law enforcement 
officers who each day do risk their 
lives. They risk their own security, 
they risk the stability of their family, 
and at times they risk the security of 
their children, knowing the risk that is 
on the line every day. 

Mr. Speaker, the risk is very real. It 
is very audible. We know—it has been 
talked about tonight—that, on aver-
age, we lose a law enforcement officer 
once every 3 days in the line of duty. 
As Sheriff Reichert very rightfully 
pointed out, we also know the preva-
lence of assaults and injuries. By some 
accounts, more than one assault every 
single hour of every single day, 365 
days of every single year. The risk is 
real. 

We all have an opportunity, a privi-
lege, to hold the public trust. When we 
sit in this Chamber, we represent fine 
men and women who wear the uniform. 
We represent multiple police depart-
ments, sheriff’s departments, other law 
enforcement agencies. One of the great 
departments I have gotten the oppor-
tunity to work with since being a 
Member is the Clearwater Police De-
partment—men and women of impec-
cable character, impeccable bravery, 
but also impeccable sacrifice, a depart-
ment that dons the number 4 on their 
shirts to remember four law enforce-
ment officers from their department 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice: Pa-
trolmen Harry Conyers, Ronald 
Mahony, John Passer, and Peter Price. 

So what can this body do in addition 
to paying tribute, on behalf of the peo-
ple we represent, to those who serve in 
blue, our men and women in law en-
forcement? We can do what we are 
doing tonight, but we need to do it 
every single year. What we need in this 
town are Members of Congress and 
elected officials who stand with law en-
forcement. 

Frankly, Mr. Speaker, I am sick and 
tired of people in this town who refuse 
to stand with law enforcement, who 
take cheap shots questioning the integ-
rity of men and women who put their 
valor on the line, on display every sin-
gle day. You want to make America 
safer? You want to solve civil unrest 
throughout the country? Let’s stand 
with law enforcement. Let’s say: Just 
as you have our back, we have yours. 

The way to solve so many of these 
issues that we have seen on display on 
television in the last 2 years is to dis-
pense with the rhetoric, dispense with 
the vitriol, dispense with the lies and 
the rumors and say: You know what? 
As a body, this Congress, this govern-
ment is going to stand with our law en-
forcement officers each and every day. 

There are two simple measures that I 
have introduced, and I am joined by 

colleagues, each who have other meas-
ures as well. There are a lot of good 
measures out there. 

One we will be highlighting tomor-
row in a national press conference is 
called the Thin Blue Line Act. It pro-
vides for enhanced penalties for anyone 
who assaults or takes the life of a po-
lice officer. We currently provide those 
additional protections for someone who 
attacks a child, an elderly person, a 
disabled person. I think we should take 
that model code and apply it to law en-
forcement officers as well and very 
simply say to somebody: If you take 
the life of a law enforcement officer, be 
prepared to lose your own. 

Another piece of legislation I think 
we should move on is something that 
addresses some of the questions about 
the 1033 program to provide surplus 
equipment. This President has 
launched a war on local law enforce-
ment by restricting the availability of 
equipment and technology for local law 
enforcement agencies. Why don’t we 
trust the leadership and the judgment 
of our local law enforcement leaders, 
our chiefs, and our sheriffs to deter-
mine what equipment is necessary for 
their force? 

I have legislation that would leave 
1033 perfectly in place but simply re-
quire the local law enforcement agency 
to certify that they have personnel 
trained and capable of operating that 
equipment. It is the right way to stand 
with law enforcement and say we are 
going to make sure you have the tools 
and technology you need. 

The risk is very real; the politics, at 
times, are absolutely disgusting. We 
may never be able to replace the loss of 
families whose fathers, mothers, broth-
ers, sisters were lost in the line of 
duty; we may never be able to heal the 
wounds; but we can honor our law en-
forcement officers every day. It is what 
this body is attempting to do tonight. 
It is the commitment of my colleagues 
I stand here with to let law enforce-
ment officers around the country know 
that, just as you have got our back, we 
have got yours. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. JOLLY for his comments and his 
strong support of law enforcement over 
the years. I especially appreciate his 
comments regarding the partnership 
between police and community. 

The police cannot protect our fami-
lies and our neighborhoods and our 
communities alone. The communities 
can’t do it alone. There has to be a 
partnership there, Mr. Speaker, and 
that partnership has to be based on 
trust. 

So together, as a nation, in our com-
munities across this great country, we 
have got to come together, police and 
communities, for the good of our chil-
dren and the protection of our neigh-
borhoods and the safety of our country. 
I think we can accomplish that with 
dialogue and especially going back to 
the good old days of community polic-
ing and actually visiting and talking 
with members of the community, as 
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Mr. GOWDY pointed out, a police officer 
who stopped in his neighborhood, got 
out of his car and played basketball 
with the young men and women on the 
street. I can remember those days my-
self. I got hurt in a basketball game 
with some kids on the street, but that 
is another story. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. 
REICHERT—Congressman, colleague, 
and sheriff—for this opportunity to 
support National Police Week and, 
more importantly, to thank him for his 
long career in law enforcement and his 
service. 

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, I had the op-
portunity to meet with the families of 
fallen Kentucky State Troopers Eric 
Chrisman and Blake Tribby. Tomorrow 
I will meet with the families of fallen 
Nicholasville, Kentucky, Police Officer 
Burke Rhoads and fallen Richmond Po-
lice Officer Daniel Ellis. 

Each of these men died while doing 
his job, to defend our communities and 
to keep our families safe. These fami-
lies have been deprived of a loved one, 
endured tremendous pain, and made 
enormous sacrifices so that all of us 
can live with greater peace of mind. 

At a time when some are using the 
bad actions of a few to attack the dig-
nity of the entire law enforcement pro-
fession, let the sacrifices of these men 
and their families remind us that uni-
formed officers are putting their lives 
on the line for our benefit every single 
day. We owe an enormous debt of grati-
tude to all law enforcement officers 
throughout this country, and espe-
cially to those who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. 

My wife, Carol, and I had the privi-
lege and the honor of attending the me-
morial service for fallen Richmond, 
Kentucky, Police Officer Daniel Ellis 
just a few months ago. The memorial 
service in the Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity Alumni Coliseum was packed 
full of family and friends and col-
leagues on the Richmond police force. 
But even more impressive, brothers in 
blue from all over Kentucky and all 
over the country were packed in that 
coliseum to pay tribute to this hero to 
our community. 

Richmond Police Chief Larry Brock, 
who was eulogizing his colleague, ad-
dressed the crowd, and speaking of 
Ellis’ valor and his kindness, he also 
expressed the heartbreak felt by all of 
Ellis’ colleagues in blue. This is what 
he said: 

‘‘ ‘As we left the hospital to escort 
Daniel to Frankfort for the required 
medical exam, the skies opened up and 
it poured rain. It was as if the angels 
themselves were crying at the loss of 
this special young man,’ said Brock, 
his voice breaking.’’ 

I would like to join all of my col-
leagues in welcoming the tens of thou-
sands of people who have come across 
the country to our Nation’s Capital in 
support of National Police Week. I es-
pecially want to thank Katie, the 

widow of Officer Ellis, and Officer Ellis’ 
3-year-old son, Luke. In the words of 
the Gospel, John 15:13: ‘‘Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I again thank Congress-
man REICHERT for hosting this impor-
tant Special Order to recognize the 
contributions and the sacrifices of po-
lice officers from across the country. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. BARR for his comments and his 
support. 

I yield to the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. BUCK). 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Sheriff Reichert and others who have 
so eloquently spoken and recognize the 
importance of this week. 

Police Week gives us the opportunity 
to honor and thank those law enforce-
ment officers who put their lives on the 
line to protect us. The men and women 
who work in law enforcement know the 
definition of sacrifice. They know the 
look on their spouse’s face when they 
leave for the swing shift. They know 
the loneliness of a patrol car on a 
snowy night. They know how many 
times they have looked at that picture 
of their family on the dashboard, and 
they know what it is like to lose one of 
their own. 

In Colorado, we have already lost 
three officers this year: Deputy Sheriff 
Travis Russell, Corporal Nate Carrigan, 
and Deputy Sheriff Derek Geer. But 
speaking their names on the House 
floor won’t bring them back for dinner 
tonight or put them in their patrol car 
or seat them in the bleachers of their 
son’s baseball game on Saturday. 

We must honor those who have fall-
en, but our honor must engender re-
solve; otherwise, we are forgetting too 
quickly the sacrifices we meant to re-
member. This is why I have introduced 
the Blue Lives Matter Act. The des-
picable criminals who would assault or 
kill an officer simply because of that 
officer’s status as a member of law en-
forcement deserve an enhanced sen-
tence and a prosecution and investiga-
tion from every possible agency that 
we can bring resources from. This leg-
islation ensures that these criminals 
see justice. 

Everywhere I go in Colorado, I run 
into officers who thank me for intro-
ducing this bill, and I appreciate that, 
but I don’t deserve their thanks. Pro-
tecting police officers isn’t something 
we do because we have some extra time 
or because we feel especially patriotic. 
Congress has a duty to protect those 
who protect us. 

b 1815 
Mr. REICHERT. I thank the gen-

tleman for his support and taking time 
to honor those fallen in the State of 
Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire how 
much time is remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ALLEN). The gentleman has 19 minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. REICHERT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN). 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlemen and sheriff, 
and I would also like to thank Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy for his procla-
mation recognizing our peace officers. 

I want to say that I am grateful that 
the gentleman has chosen to come to 
the floor and have this Special Order 
honoring those who are willing to 
make the ultimate sacrifice. 

I have heard persons talk about the 
virtues of peace officers. I don’t have to 
have it explained to me because I have 
a personal experience that I can relate 
to. 

My uncle was a deputy sheriff. My 
uncle was a peace officer. He was well 
respected in his community. I adored 
him. My uncle and I were together in 
his patrol car, and I was asking a lot of 
questions. 

His comment to another person with 
us was: This boy is asking a lot of ques-
tions. He is going to be a lawyer be-
cause he is asking so many questions. 

I did not know what a lawyer was, 
but I knew that, if my uncle, who was 
a deputy sheriff, said I was going to be 
a lawyer, then a lawyer I would be. 

From that day forward, I had one 
mission in life when it came to my edu-
cation and my career. That was to be a 
lawyer because my uncle, the deputy 
sheriff, the peace officer, proclaimed it 
as such. 

So I am honored tonight to pay trib-
ute to him. His name was Dallas Yates. 
He served in Florida in a small town 
called Gifford, near Vero Beach. 

He lived into his nineties, became a 
minister, and passed away just re-
cently. It was not in the line of duty, 
but it meant something to me to know 
that he lived and made a difference in 
the lives of others. 

With reference to the phrase itself, 
this terminology, ‘‘in the line of duty,’’ 
it takes on new meaning if you go to 
the home-going ceremony of a peace of-
ficer. It will take on a new meaning. 

When you see that riderless horse 
with the boots in the stirrups, it takes 
on a new meaning. When you see the 
family grieving, it takes on a new 
meaning. When you understand this is 
a person who was willing to sacrifice so 
that others might have life, it takes on 
a new meaning. 

So I am honored to be here tonight, 
and I want people to know that there 
are many of us who believe that we 
have to support our law enforcement 
officers and stand with them and recog-
nize that ‘‘in the line of duty’’ means 
more than going to work. It sometimes 
means not coming home. 

Mr. REICHERT. I thank Mr. GREEN 
for his support. I think your uncle gave 
you great advice. 

Mr. Speaker, as I stood here tonight 
and listened to all the other presenters, 
I came to the realization that there 
were a lot of people here that might be 
a lot more articulate about what it 
means to be a police officer. Even 
though I have served for 33 years, I 
found that a lot of words here touched 
me tonight because it brings back 
memories of good friends. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:49 May 13, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12MY7.087 H12MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2330 May 12, 2016 
I want to tell a brief story related to 

some topics that were discussed earlier 
tonight about the opioid epidemic here. 
Yes, we are concerned about the people 
who are addicted. We are concerned— 
and rightly so—about the families who 
are trying to deal with that addiction 
and the danger that it presents to the 
person addicted, the danger it presents 
to the family, the tragedy it presents 
to that family and the addicted indi-
vidual and the community in the en-
tirety. 

But sometimes we forget to include 
the police officer in that group of peo-
ple that is endangered by this epidemic 
that has ripped our Nation. They are 
the first people there. They are the 
first ones called to a scene where some-
one might be acting up as a result of 
being addicted to heroin or some other 
drug. 

I can remember a night. I just want 
to share this short story so that, Mr. 
Speaker, you can understand this is 
something that happens to police offi-
cers across this country every day of 
the year. 

I was with a team of officers who 
were assigned to serve a drug search 
warrant on an apartment. We were all 
assigned a room to go to. I kicked in 
the door and I went to the right to a 
small bathroom. 

When I entered that door and went 
into the bathroom, there was a young 
man in the bathroom with a rubber 
band around his arm and a needle in-
jected in his arm. His eyes were glazed 
over. He was standing by the toilet. 

He saw me come in with my badge 
over my heart and my gun in my hand. 
I said: Raise your hands above your 
head and drop to your knees. He raised 
his hands, but he didn’t go to his knees. 
He stood there and stared at me for a 
short time. Eventually, his right hand 
moved to the right behind a half wall 
and came out with a gun. 

At that moment, I had to make a de-
cision. Every police officer across this 
Nation has to make a split-second deci-
sion: Do I shoot? Is my life in danger? 
Am I going home to my family? Am I 
not going home to my family? Is this 
the time? Those things go through 
your mind in a millisecond. In the snap 
of a finger, you have to make a deci-
sion. 

Something told me I could talk to 
this young man. And so I continued to 
talk, and he finally leaned back and 
dropped the gun in the toilet, fell to his 
knees, and we handcuffed him and took 
him to jail. 

I share that story to just emphasize 
the fact that police officers are going 
through these dangerous situations 
every day, having to make those deci-
sions. And then, Mr. Speaker, every 
day after that they second-guess them-
selves, if they had decided to pull the 
trigger, and then the community will 
continue to second-guess. 

And, yes, we need to be questioned. 
And, yes, we need to be held account-
able. And, yes, we need to be trained. 
All of those things are true. But it is so 
easy to Monday-morning-quarterback. 

I had a partner that was killed in 
1982. We were tracking down a murder 
suspect. In the process of that, my 
partner was ambushed and shot in the 
chest and killed. He had five sons. They 
are all grown men now. They grew up 
without their father. 

In 1984, another friend and partner 
was stabbed and killed with a World 
War II sword. His name was Michael 
Rayburn. My partner’s name was Sam 
Hicks. But just a few years before that, 
Mike Rayburn saved my life. 

I was directing traffic in the middle 
of the night, at 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing, on Pacific Highway just south of 
Seattle. It was a pretty major accident. 
I had my back turned to the ditch be-
hind me. Deputy Rayburn drove up. 

Just at the moment he drove up, 
somebody jumped out of the ditch. He 
had a knife in his hand and was run-
ning across the lanes of traffic to bury 
that knife in my back. Mike Rayburn 
was there just in the nick of time and 
tackled that man who was about to 
stab me. Two years later, Mike Ray-
burn was dead. His kids grew up with-
out their father. 

I am here tonight to honor them. I 
am here tonight to honor every police 
officer in this country. I am here to-
night, Mr. Speaker, to ask people 
across the Nation to say thank you to 
the police officers that protect their 
community, protect their children, and 
protect their homes each and every 
day. 

I will be there on Sunday at the me-
morial in front of the Capitol and be 
with those families. I have held the 
widows in my arms, as the sheriff. I 
have held the children and cried. I will 
be doing that again on Sunday. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

TAX DAY FLOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I am honored tonight to stand here 
in the U.S. House of Representatives to 
call to the attention of my colleagues, 
my friends, H.R. 5025, a bill that will 
bring some relief to much suffering in 
the Houston area in the State of Texas. 

But before I get into the bill itself, I 
think it appropriate to thank some 
people for what they have done to help 
us get to this point. 

I thank my colleague who will be 
speaking in just a moment, the Honor-
able GENE GREEN, who serves in the 
29th District, which is adjacent to the 
district that I serve. I want to thank 
my friend GENE GREEN because he is 
the original cosponsor of this legisla-
tion. He was there to help shape it, and 
it means something to know that you 
have a friend that you can work with 
to this extent. 

I want to thank my friend Congress-
man JOHN CULBERSON. He is the first to 

make this legislation bipartisan. This 
is not a partisan issue. Flooding is not 
a partisan issue. The homes that are 
damaged, the lives that are lost, none 
of this is partisan. I am grateful to 
Congressman CULBERSON for signing 
onto this bill. 

I would like to thank the 60-plus co-
sponsors of this legislation who have 
said that they want to see what has 
been authorized materialized, such 
that, in Houston, Texas, we cannot 
only eliminate a lot of flooding—and 
we will. We can’t eliminate all of it, 
but we can mitigate that which we can-
not eliminate. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL of the 
Homeland Security Committee. He 
published the letter for us, the mem-
bers of the delegation, to sign and send 
to the President of the United States, 
asking that Texas have certain areas 
within the State declared disaster 
areas because of the horrific flooding 
that took place on what we call Tax 
Day. 

I thank the leadership for allowing us 
to have this team on the floor tonight 
on both sides. The leadership makes 
these things possible, and I am grateful 
to all leadership for doing this. 

Finally, I want to thank President 
Barack Obama because he did, Mr. 
Speaker, declare certain areas in Texas 
disaster areas so that we might receive 
the help of FEMA and funds to help 
people recover and to restore their 
lives and continue with their lives. 

So tonight I will say more about 
some of these things mentioned, but 
now I am asking to ask the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN), my col-
league, who is the lead cosponsor of 
this, to have his commentary. 

Because his district has suffered 
greatly not just this time, but in the 
past, from these floods. I will not go 
into it. I will leave all to be said about 
it to him. 

But I think it appropriate that I ac-
knowledge his great work in the Con-
gress of the United States of America 
not only on this issue, but on many 
other issues impacting people within 
his district and across the length and 
breadth of this great country. 

b 1830 
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I thank my colleague and 
neighbor and friend for setting this 
Special Order tonight for what we call 
the tax day floods in Houston and Har-
ris County, Texas. 

Our district was hit by flooding, but 
not near as much as in Congressman 
AL GREEN’s, because I was in his dis-
trict that week, and also in the neigh-
boring districts, Congressman CULBER-
SON, Congresswoman LEE and Congress-
man MCCAUL, and Congressman BRADY. 

But I was just looking at a memo. In 
our district, we have Hunting Bayou, 
which is part of the legislation, that 
was overflowed; and the people who 
live in that area, along Interstate 10 
East, they cleaned out their homes, the 
Sheetrock and everything else, and it 
is literally a tragedy. 
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On April 18, the city of Houston and 

Harris County, Texas, was subjected to 
paralyzing flooding which claimed the 
lives of 9 of our citizens and required 
the rescue of at least 1,200 others. 

Approximately 2,000 housing units 
were flooded, and we are currently 
working to figure out where to house 
the folks who cannot return to their 
homes. 

This is the second major flooding dis-
aster Houston has experienced in the 
last 6 months. The city is expecting ad-
ditional rain, even this weekend, to-
morrow and Saturday. 

Residents of our congressional dis-
trict, as well as other Members’ dis-
tricts, have been severely affected, and 
we must do everything we can to stop 
the needless loss of life. 

The President has recognized the sig-
nificance of the catastrophe and ful-
filled a request for a disaster declara-
tion. Now it is the job of Congress to 
help our constituents. That is why I 
have worked closely with my neighbor 
and friend and colleague, Representa-
tive AL GREEN, to introduce the Tax 
Day Floods Supplemental Funding Act, 
H.R. 5025. 

The legislation would provide $311 
million to the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers for the construction and, in 
most cases, completion of our bayou 
and flood projects in the Houston and 
Harris County, Texas, area. 

Flooding is not new to Houston, but 
we have learned how to control it. Our 
bayou system has saved countless lives 
and millions of dollars in damage since 
the creation of them. Unfortunately, 
due to the consistent budget pressure, 
the Army Corps of Engineers cannot 
adequately fund these projects. 

This bill would ensure that our Fed-
eral, State, and local authorities have 
the resources necessary to expedite 
these flood control projects we know 
protect people and property. 

My colleagues and I have requested 
the Director of FEMA and the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to tour our districts and see the 
damage firsthand, and I renew that re-
quest again today. 

The support in the community is 
overwhelming. The Greater Houston 
Partnership, our chamber of commerce, 
supports this legislation, and they esti-
mate that the total lost is about $1.9 
billion. 

It is also supported by our local—in 
Harris County we created a flood con-
trol district that partners with the 
Corps of Engineers. Our Harris County 
Flood Control District also supports 
this legislation. 

Additionally, I want to make sure 
that the folks on the ground have the 
information they need to get back in 
their homes. 

FEMA has opened disaster centers in 
our community, but if you are not near 
one of those centers, you can apply to 
FEMA by phone. Call 1–800–621–3362. 
That is 1–800–621–FEMA. 1–800–621–3362. 

FEMA can offer two types of assist-
ance: housing assistance, temporary 

housing, money to help repair or re-
place your primary residence. 

Non-housing needs include medical, 
dental, funeral costs, clothing, house-
hold items, tools, home fuel, disaster- 
related moving and storage, replace-
ment of a disaster-damaged vehicle. 
After 24 hours, FEMA will follow up 
with you. 

It is important in our district to 
know that, if your Spanish-speaking 
households have children that are U.S. 
citizens or legal residents, FEMA can 
help you if there is a legal resident or 
a citizen living in that home. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we 
help victims in our neighborhoods so 
we can get back on top and help them. 

I urge our body, this House, to pass 
the emergency funding legislation and 
do so as quickly as we can. 

Again, I want to thank my colleague 
and friend. I was impressed that day 
when we were in his district, in 
Westbury, at the flooding and the out-
pouring of people. 

I have seen it in my district where 
people will literally move everything 
from their house; they have to throw it 
away. It is out on the curb. The city of 
Houston is cleaning it up as fast as 
they can, but we need to get these peo-
ple back into their homes. 

But this bill that we have will make 
sure their homes are not flooded again 
because, that way, we don’t need to 
have these repetitive floods like we 
have had in the last few years. 

Again, I want to thank my colleague 
for this Special Order tonight but, 
more importantly, I want to thank him 
for his leadership on this piece of legis-
lation. I am proud to be his cosponsor. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. I thank the 
gentleman very much. I greatly appre-
ciate all that he has done to help us, 
especially coming into my district, and 
being there with the mayor, if you re-
call, who was there. 

We had a county commissioner in at-
tendance, County Commissioner Gene 
Locke, Mayor Sylvester Turner, and 
persons from that neighborhood. This 
was not your district, but the people 
were people that the gentleman cared 
about, and they are grateful, as am I, 
for the gentleman’s coming in and vis-
iting with us. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. If the 
gentleman will yield to me; we also had 
the press conference, and everybody 
was confused. We also have the gentle-
man’s city council member, Larry 
Green. So they had Congressman AL 
GREEN, Congressman Eugene Green, 
and City Councilman Larry Green. 
They can call all of us and we will help 
them. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Absolutely. 
In Houston, Green is a good name if 
you want to become a member of the 
political order. 

Again, I thank my colleague. 
Let me elaborate for just a moment 

on the letter from the Greater Houston 
Partnership because a good many peo-
ple are not aware that this is another 
way for us to say chamber of commerce 

in Texas. We have gone beyond a sim-
ple chamber of commerce. We call ours 
a partnership because it is an effort 
among the many to make sure that 
commerce excels, but also to make 
sure that people have great opportuni-
ties. 

Houston is a city of opportunity, and 
I want to thank the Greater Houston 
Partnership for the letter that has 
been sent to us supporting H.R. 5025. 

But now let’s be a little bit more spe-
cific. I want to thank Mr. Jamey 
Rootes. He is the chairperson of the 
Greater Houston Partnership. He and I 
have been talking, and he has been 
working with me and with my col-
leagues to try to make sure that we 
have an opportunity to get our mes-
sage out to the masses. He has done 
what he can to help us with this mes-
saging, a message that includes the po-
sition of the Greater Houston Partner-
ship, I must add. 

Also, Mr. Bob Harvey, who is the 
president and CEO of the Greater Hous-
ton Partnership. We made a call to 
them one morning, asking if they could 
get a letter to us indicating their sup-
port, and that afternoon we had the 
letter in hand, the letter that I hold in 
my hand currently. And that letter is, 
without question, a solid indication of 
support for this project. 

The last paragraph of it reads: ‘‘We 
want to make sure that we do all that 
we can to help you and your staff as 
you consider every potential oppor-
tunity for Federal support. Please do 
not hesitate to call.’’ And they give 
names and numbers. 

They are committed to doing what 
they can to not only help with this leg-
islation, but to help people in their re-
coveries, and to prevent this from hap-
pening again. 

The Harris County Flood Control 
District, Mr. Michael Talbott, sent the 
letter, the executive director. And in 
his letter, he speaks of how this can 
benefit the Houston area to the 
amount of about $2.4 billion. 

He goes on to talk about the jobs 
that can be created—6,220 created if we 
can get this legislation done, if we can 
get this money into Houston. 

I must add this: this money is money 
that we will get eventually into Hous-
ton. This is not money that we won’t 
ever get. These projects have been au-
thorized. They are already in progress. 
It is just that we are getting the 
money in a piecemeal fashion, and we 
need a wholesale representation of this 
emolument for Houston, such that we 
can get on with these projects, such 
that we can prevent future damages, 
such that we can save lives. What we 
cannot eliminate, we can mitigate in 
terms of damages. 

So I am honored that the Corps of 
Engineers has these projects that they 
are working on, and I am especially 
honored that the Harris County Flood 
Control District has let us know that 
they are absolutely in support of what 
we are trying to accomplish with H.R. 
5025. 
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Now, having said all of these things 

and making it clear that this is money 
that has to be matched, that this is 
money that we will eventually acquire, 
I think it’s appropriate for me to say 
this: 

This is about more than money. It is 
about more than things, inanimate ob-
jects. This is about more than homes 
and personal property, cars, and all of 
the things that we call creature com-
forts. It is about more than these 
things. It is about people. This legisla-
tion really is about human beings. It is 
about human beings who are in a re-
covery phase right now, many of them 
recovering from the tax day flood, 
some still recovering from the Memo-
rial Day flood which took place last 
Memorial Day. Mr. Speaker, it is about 
these people, but not only these people, 
it is about people who lost their lives 
in this flood. 

My colleague mentioned that there 
were nine—nine persons, that we know 
of, lost their lives. And wouldn’t it be 
a shame to remember the flood, re-
member the damages that were im-
posed upon the homes, and the cars, 
and the furniture, remember the dam-
ages, but not remember the people who 
lost their lives? 

So tonight I want to take just a mo-
ment on behalf of my colleague and 
many others in this House and just rec-
ognize, memorialize the lives that were 
lost in this horrific flood, a tragedy 
that, quite frankly, could have been 
mitigated if we had all of these 
projects to completion. 

Let’s just remember these persons 
and not forget them. So with a degree 
of solemnity, I would like to just call 
their names and say a little bit about 
each of the nine. 

The first, German Antonio Franco. 
He was 66 years of age, Mr. Speaker. He 
was a retired HEB produce manager. 
HEB is one of our food stores. He also 
worked as a part-time contract lim-
ousine driver. This was a man who had 
children—three children and four 
grandchildren. The circumstances of 
his death are that he died after an en-
counter with high water, something we 
will see consistently as I go through 
this. But he lost his life in Houston, 
Texas, in a flood. 

I would like to mention Ms. Claudia, 
last name is Melgar. Claudia Melgar. 
She lost her life, 25 years of age. She 
was a college student. She died in an 
encounter with high water. 

Now, there are those who would say 
that you can avoid an encounter with 
high water. I believe that in many cir-
cumstances you can, but in Houston, 
Texas, we have what are known as 
flash floods, floods that occur in a 
flash, and there are many times when 
you can be caught in a circumstance 
such that you cannot extricate your-
self. 

Because of this, the waters will en-
velop you and you will find yourself in 
a position such that you cannot even 
leave the car that you are in because of 
the way the electronics can malfunc-

tion. And if you don’t have some de-
vice, some tool to break windows, to 
move yourself through some passage-
way other than that door, you will find 
yourself in harm’s way and you can 
lose your life. 

b 1845 

This has happened to many people. It 
happened to Claudia. 

I would also like to mention Pedro 
Rascon Morales, 61 years of age. He was 
a big rig driver, a father, and a grand-
father. He died in the cab of his 18- 
wheeler while trapped in a flooded 
roadway in Houston, Texas. 

All of these persons are in and 
around the Houston area. They all lost 
their lives in water due to flooding 
with the tax day floods as we call 
them. These are lives that we can 
never forget. I think that we should re-
member the damages that were caused 
to property and the destruction, but we 
shouldn’t forget the lives that were 
lost because there are families that are 
grieving to this day because they lost 
people that they loved. 

These were the daughters and sons of 
somebody, and we should never forget 
that they lived and that they lost their 
lives, some, I might add, in a needless 
circumstance—this is my opinion—be-
cause of our not fulfilling our obliga-
tion to fund what has been authorized. 

Next, we have Charles Edward Odum, 
56 years of age, seventh grade social 
studies teacher, married, with two chil-
dren. Circumstances of his death: died 
after encountering high water. 

Then there was Teri White Rodri-
guez, 41 years of age, a wife and mother 
of three. Circumstances of death: died 
in her vehicle after an encounter with 
high water, an encounter with high 
water in Houston, Texas. 

It was an unfortunate circumstance, 
and we should not forget that lives 
were lost. 

I know it is going to be easy for 
many of us to go on with our lives. 
This will be put behind us. We have a 
moment when we focus on these things, 
but life is such that there are so many 
other things that we encounter that 
our focus is lost or that we focus on 
something else. That is important, so I 
don’t begrudge anybody who has to 
focus on other things. I just believe 
that I have a duty, an obligation, and a 
responsibility to make sure that we 
don’t forget these lives that were lost. 
There will be others, but we don’t want 
to forget these. There have been oth-
ers, but we won’t forget these. 

We won’t forget Sunita Singh, 49, an 
electrical engineer, a wife and a moth-
er of two children, drowned in her car 
after an encounter with high water. 

Let’s not forget Suresh Kumar 
Talluri, 49, a husband and father of two 
young children ages 6 and 8, drowned in 
his car after he was trapped by high 
water. 

We shouldn’t forget and we should 
commemorate the life of Dharamendra 
Uppal. This is an unfortunate cir-
cumstance wherein we have the age of 

the person undisclosed, the cir-
cumstances of the death undisclosed in 
the sense that we don’t know personal 
information about this person who lost 
his life, or her. I am assuming that 
from the name it was a female, but this 
person died and was found deceased in 
his car, a male, deceased in his car 
which appears to have been submerged. 
He was a male. The name is important. 
The identity is not known completely 
because we don’t know the age and we 
don’t have personal information. 

Then there is a woman with an undis-
closed name, with no personal informa-
tion available to us at this time who 
drowned after an encounter with high 
water. 

All of these unfortunate cir-
cumstances involved people. I want to 
make sure tonight that while we will 
talk about the billions of dollars in 
damages—and there were billions of 
dollars in damages, billions of dollars. 
It is estimated that it is as high as $8 
billion in damages when you combine 
the Memorial Day flood with the tax 
day flood, as much as $8 billion. 

That $8 billion, by the way, is 25 
times the $311 million that we might 
use to take preventive action. 

This money will not go to help people 
get new homes. This money won’t go to 
help people get personal items that 
have been destroyed. All of this money 
will go to projects that have been au-
thorized, projects that, if completed, 
can possibly prevent the loss of future 
lives and projects that, if they had 
been completed, may have prevented 
the loss of some of these lives. 

So I take it as my personal responsi-
bility to call this to the attention of 
this House and to ask my colleagues to 
please consider H.R. 5025. The Presi-
dent has declared the area that I am 
speaking of as a disaster area. FEMA is 
there. This is an opportunity for us to 
act. We have done it before, and we 
should do it now. 

I want to assure my colleagues that, 
when there is a disaster of this mag-
nitude, you can count on our good of-
fices being with you to help you 
through your time of need. We under-
stand that we should be there for peo-
ple. This is what we have done in the 
past, whether it was Sandy, hurricanes, 
or whether it was tornadic activities. 
Whether it is fires or hurricanes along 
the Gulf Coast, we want to be there for 
our people. 

This is our country, and a country is 
more than bricks, buildings, sky-
scrapers, and military. It is people who 
live ordinary lives, who expect that 
they would have the opportunity to 
fulfill their dreams, to go to work and 
come home safely and not find them-
selves in harm’s way by virtue of 
waters that are not expected, flood-
waters that can come in a flash and 
take them away. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues who have signed on to this 
piece of legislation. I want to again 
thank the President of the United 
States, the Honorable Barack Obama, 
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for making his desires known by de-
claring certain areas in Texas a dis-
aster area. I thank the Governor of the 
State, by the way, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause he acted quickly, swiftly, and 
promptly to make the request of the 
President. 

I have mentioned Mr. MCCAUL. I 
thank the gentleman again for his ac-
tions in circulating the letter so that 
all of the members of the Texas delega-
tion could be on it requesting that cer-
tain areas in Texas receive this atten-
tion from the President. 

Finally, I know that these are dif-
ficult times for us across the Nation 
and across the world. There are many 
things that are happening that are 
challenging for us. But among these 
things, let us not forget that there 
were people who lost their lives in 
Houston, Texas, and let us not forget 
that these floods occur with a degree of 
regularity such that it is predictable 
that it will happen again. 

We can prognosticate now that this 
will happen again. If it does, I will find 
myself back here as a reminder that 
there are things that we could have 

done, should have done, and hopefully 
will do to eliminate much of the flood-
ing and mitigate that which we cannot 
eliminate. I am grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 4328. An act to amend the Department 
of Energy Organization Act and the Local 
Public Works Capital Development and In-
vestment Act of 1976 to modernize terms re-
lating to minorities. 

H.R. 4336. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the inurnment in 
Arlington National Cemetery of the cre-
mated remains of certain persons whose 
service has been determined to be active 
service. 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 32. An act to provide the Department of 
Justice with additional tools to target 
extraterritorial drug trafficking activity, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 125. An act to amend title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to extend the authorization of the Bul-
letproof Vest Partnership Grant Program 
through fiscal year 2020, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2755. An act to provide Capitol-flown 
flags to the immediate family of firefighters, 
law enforcement officers, members of rescue 
squads or ambulance crews, and public safety 
officers who are killed in the line of duty. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 54 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, May 13, 2016, at 9 a.m. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2015 and the first quarter of 2016, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JOYCE MEYER, EXPENDED BETWEEN MAR. 29 AND APR. 7, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Joyce Meyer .............................................................. 3 /31 4 /2 Philippines ............................................ .................... 588.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 588.00 
4 /2 4 /6 Australia ............................................... .................... 1,718.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 1,718.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 2,036.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 2,036.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

MS. JOYCE MEYER, Apr. 21, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO IRELAND, EXPENDED BETWEEN MAR. 23 AND MAR. 28, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Peter King ....................................................... 3 /24 3 /28 Ireland .................................................. .................... 2,034.00 .................... 2,983.16 .................... .................... .................... 5,017.16 
Hon. Richard Neal ................................................... 3 /24 3 /27 Ireland .................................................. .................... 1,908.00 .................... 3,455.26 .................... .................... .................... 5,363.26 
Hon. Michael Fitzpatrick .......................................... 3 /24 3 /28 Ireland .................................................. .................... 1,725.00 .................... 1,142.86 .................... .................... .................... 2,867.86 
Hon. John Katko ....................................................... 3 /25 3 /28 Ireland .................................................. .................... 1,599.00 .................... 2,323.90 .................... .................... .................... 3,922.90 
Hon. Brian Higgins .................................................. 3 /24 3 /27 Ireland .................................................. .................... 1,908.00 .................... 3,429.86 .................... .................... .................... 5,337.86 
Hon. Daniel Kildee ................................................... 3 /24 3 /28 Ireland .................................................. .................... 1,725.00 .................... 2,070.66 .................... .................... .................... 3,795.66 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 10,899.00 .................... 15,405.70 .................... .................... .................... 26,304.70 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. PETER T. KING, Apr. 27, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, Chairman, Apr. 8, 2016. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2334 May 12, 2016 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

Will Smith ................................................................ 1 /30 1 /31 Australia ............................................... .................... 615.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /31 2 /3 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 879.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /3 2 /7 Antarctica ............................................. .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /7 2 /8 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 293.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

Local transportation ....................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 269.35 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 11,449.80 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Jim Kulikowski ......................................................... 1 /30 1 /31 Australia ............................................... .................... 615.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /31 2 /3 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 879.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /3 2 /7 Antarctica ............................................. .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /7 2 /8 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 293.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

Local transportation ....................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 269.35 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 11,462.36 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Leslie Albright ......................................................... 1 /30 1 /31 Australia ............................................... .................... 615.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /31 2 /3 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 879.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /3 2 /7 Antarctica ............................................. .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /7 2 /8 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 293.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

Local transportation ....................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 269.35 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 13,942.20 .................... .................... .................... ....................

B.G. Wright .............................................................. 1 /30 1 /31 Australia ............................................... .................... 615.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /31 2 /3 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 879.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /3 2 /7 Antarctica ............................................. .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
2 /7 2 /8 New Zealand ......................................... .................... 293.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

Local transportation ....................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 269.35 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 11,178.30 .................... .................... .................... ....................

3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Colin Lee .................................................................. 1 /18 1 /22 Djibouti ................................................. .................... 970.10 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
Taxi ................................................................. ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 86.94 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 14,168.08 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Cornell Teague ......................................................... 1 /18 1 /22 Djibouti ................................................. .................... 970.10 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
Taxi ................................................................. ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 76.12 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 14,168.08 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Hon. Charles Dent ................................................... 1 /17 1 /20 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 984.43 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
Local transporation ........................................ ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,387.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 836.66 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Maureen Holohan ..................................................... 1 /17 1 /20 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 1,640.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
Local transportation ....................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,387.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Taxi ................................................................. ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 134.61 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 984.66 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Sarah Young ............................................................ 1 /17 1 /20 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 1,640.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
Local transportation ....................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,387.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Taxi ................................................................. ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 92.42 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 984.66 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Matt Washington ..................................................... 1 /17 1 /20 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 1,640.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
Local transportation ....................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,387.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Taxi ................................................................. ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 127.71 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 984.66 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Thomas O’Brien ....................................................... 2 /13 2 /18 South Africa .......................................... .................... 1,021.00 .................... .................... .................... 13.00 .................... ....................
2 /19 2 /21 Mozambique .......................................... .................... 642.00 .................... .................... .................... 244.00 .................... ....................

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 13,449.76 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Andrew Cooper ......................................................... 2 /13 2 /18 South Africa .......................................... .................... 1,021.00 .................... .................... .................... 13.00 .................... ....................

2 /19 2 /21 Mozambique .......................................... .................... 642.00 .................... .................... .................... 244.00 .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 14,516.76 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Jennifer Hing ........................................................... 2 /13 2 /18 South Africa .......................................... .................... 1,021.00 .................... .................... .................... 13.00 .................... ....................
2 /19 2 /21 Mozambique .......................................... .................... 642.00 .................... .................... .................... 244.00 .................... ....................

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 14,067.76 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Dale Oak .................................................................. 2 /13 2 /18 South Africa .......................................... .................... 1,021.00 .................... .................... .................... 13.00 .................... ....................

2 /19 2 /21 Mozambique .......................................... .................... 642.00 .................... .................... .................... 244.00 .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 14,122.76 .................... .................... .................... ....................

3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Hon. Harold Rogers ................................................. 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Hon. Peter Visclosky ................................................ 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Hon. Ken Calvert ..................................................... 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 6,846.96 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Tom Cole ......................................................... 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................

3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Hon. Henry Cuellar .................................................. 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Hon. Steve Womack ................................................. 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Hon. Evan Jenkins ................................................... 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

David Pomerantz ..................................................... 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Anne Marie Chotvacs .............................................. 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Marta Hernandez ..................................................... 3 /4 3 /6 Peru ...................................................... .................... 705.40 .................... .................... .................... 388.13 .................... ....................
3 /6 3 /9 Chile ..................................................... .................... 1,104.00 .................... .................... .................... 425.03 .................... ....................
3 /9 3 /12 Argentina .............................................. .................... 1,023.66 .................... .................... .................... 754.80 .................... ....................
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2335 May 12, 2016 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016— 

Continued 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent or 

U.S. 
currency 2 

3 /12 3 /14 Brazil .................................................... .................... 893.00 .................... .................... .................... 809.45 .................... ....................

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 64,440.69 .................... 150,309.06 .................... 27,992.67 .................... 242,742.42 
1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 
31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Luke Messer .................................................... 12 /28 12 /29 Japan .................................................... .................... 221.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 221.00 
12 /29 12 /31 Thailand ................................................ .................... 492.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 492.00 
12 /31 1 /2 Burma ................................................... .................... 676.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 676.00 
1 /2 1 /3 Japan .................................................... .................... 69.00 .................... * 1,391.16 .................... .................... .................... 1,460.16 

Hon. Carlos Curbelo ................................................ 1 /19 1 /22 Afghanistan .......................................... .................... 12.50 .................... * 18,418.26 .................... .................... .................... 18,430.76 
1 /22 1 /24 Kuwait ................................................... .................... 499.52 .................... ** .................... .................... .................... 499.52 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 1,970.02 .................... 19,809.42 .................... .................... .................... 21,799.44 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
* MILAIR broke down. 
** Roundtrip to USA. 

HON. JOHN KLINE, Chairman, Apr. 19, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 
2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

David Redl ............................................................... 2 /21 2 /25 Spain .................................................... .................... 1,631.60 .................... 7,092.46 .................... .................... .................... 8,724.06 
David Goldman ........................................................ 2 /21 2 /25 Spain .................................................... .................... 1,661.44 .................... 7,091.46 .................... .................... .................... 8,752.90 
David Redl ............................................................... 3 /3 3 /10 Morocco ................................................. .................... 1,485.25 .................... 14,773.66 .................... .................... .................... 16,258.91 
Charlotte Savercool ................................................. 3 /3 3 /10 Morocco ................................................. .................... 1,485.25 .................... 14,588.86 .................... .................... .................... 16,074.11 
Gerald Levrich ......................................................... 3 /3 3 /10 Morocco ................................................. .................... 1,485.25 .................... 14,773.66 .................... .................... .................... 16,258.91 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 7,748.79 .................... 58,320.10 .................... .................... .................... 66,068.89 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. FRED UPTON, Chairman, Apr. 21, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Dennis Ross .................................................... 1 /18 1 /20 Israel ..................................................... .................... 1,000.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 1,000.00 
1 /20 1 /21 Oman .................................................... .................... 227.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 227.00 
1 /21 1 /22 UAE ....................................................... .................... 440.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 440.00 
1 /22 1 /23 Bahrain ................................................. .................... 530.16 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 530.16 
1 /23 1 /24 Qatar ..................................................... .................... 288.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 288.00 
1 /24 1 /25 Belgium ................................................ .................... 315.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 315.00 

Hon. Randy Hultgren ............................................... 2 /14 2 /17 Australia ............................................... .................... 840.30 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 840.30 
2 /17 2 /18 Singapore .............................................. .................... 445.84 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 445.84 
2 /18 2 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 289.81 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 289.81 
2 /19 2 /20 Rwanda ................................................. .................... 297.80 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 297.80 
2 /20 2 /21 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 390.14 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 390.14 
2 /21 2 /23 Spain .................................................... .................... 166.26 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 166.26 

Hon. David Schweikert ............................................ 3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 504.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... 707.43 .................... .................... .................... 915.43 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 7,511.31 .................... 707.43 .................... .................... .................... 8,218.74 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. JEB HENSARLING, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 
AND MAR. 1, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Paul Behrends ......................................................... 3 /18 3 /21 Belgium ................................................ .................... 1,301.11 .................... 13,418.00 .................... .................... .................... 14,719.11 
Philip Bednarczyk .................................................... 3 /18 3 /21 Belgium ................................................ .................... 1,301.11 .................... 2,283.46 .................... .................... .................... 3,584.57 
Thomas Alexander ................................................... 2 /14 2 /16 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 1,014.00 .................... 1,237.46 .................... .................... .................... 2,251.46 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2336 May 12, 2016 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 

AND MAR. 1, 2016—Continued 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

2 /16 2 /18 France ................................................... .................... 1,001.92 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,001.92 
2 /18 2 /20 Netherlands .......................................... .................... 643.67 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 643.67 

Sadaf Khan .............................................................. 2 /14 2 /16 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 999.52 .................... 1,237.66 .................... .................... .................... 2,273.18 
2 /16 2 /18 France ................................................... .................... 1,000.92 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,000.92 
2 /18 2 /20 Netherlands .......................................... .................... 639.50 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 639.50 
3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 504.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 208.00 

Sarah Blocher .......................................................... 2 /14 2 /16 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 980.73 .................... 1,237.46 .................... .................... .................... 2,254.19 
2 /16 2 /18 France ................................................... .................... 1,001.92 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,001.92 
2 /18 2 /20 Netherlands .......................................... .................... 593.92 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 593.92 

Rep. Jeff Duncan ..................................................... 3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... 3,597.00 .................... 4,101.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 208.00 

Rep. Scott DesJarlais .............................................. 3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 504.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 208.00 

Rep. Ted Yoho ......................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /21 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 654.00 .................... 6,113.46 .................... .................... .................... 6,767.46 
3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 504.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 208.00 

Rep. Albio Sires ....................................................... 3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 504.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 208.00 

Rebecca Ulrich ........................................................ 3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 504.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 208.00 

Mark Walker ............................................................. 3 /4 3 /6 Chile ..................................................... .................... 612.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 612.00 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 686.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 686.00 
3 /8 3 /10 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 504.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 504.00 
3 /10 3 /11 Paraguay ............................................... .................... 271.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 271.00 
3 /11 3 /12 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 208.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 208.00 

Greg Simpkins ......................................................... 3 /6 3 /12 Nigeria .................................................. .................... 2,269.80 .................... 4,192.26 .................... .................... .................... 6,462.06 
Lesley Warner .......................................................... 3 /6 3 /12 Nigeria .................................................. .................... 2,427.00 .................... 4,192.26 .................... .................... .................... 6,619.26 
Rep. Reid Ribble ..................................................... 2 /15 2 /17 Australia ............................................... .................... 924.39 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 924.39 

2 /17 2 /18 Singapore .............................................. .................... 420.15 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 420.15 
2 /18 2 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 280.40 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 280.40 
2 /19 2 /20 Rwanda ................................................. .................... 273.05 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 273.05 
2 /20 2 /21 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 375.14 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 375.14 
2 /21 2 /22 Spain .................................................... .................... 175.55 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 175.55 

Shellie Bressler ........................................................ 2 /14 2 /17 United Arab Emirates ........................... .................... 1,203.75 .................... 2,130.46 .................... .................... .................... 3,334.21 
2 /17 2 /20 Denmark ............................................... .................... 824.08 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 824.08 

Mark Iozzi ................................................................ 2 /14 2 /17 United Arab Emirates ........................... .................... 1,176.75 .................... 2,130.46 .................... .................... .................... 3,307.21 
2 /17 2 /20 Denmark ............................................... .................... 914.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 914.00 

Jason Steinbaum ..................................................... 2 /14 2 /19 Kosovo ................................................... .................... 480.36 .................... 3,589.36 .................... .................... .................... 4,069.72 
Morley Greene .......................................................... 2 /15 2 /16 Austria .................................................. .................... 330.00 .................... 1,836.96 .................... .................... .................... 2,166.96 

2 /16 2 /17 Kosovo ................................................... .................... 63.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 63.00 
2 /17 2 /18 Germany ................................................ .................... 313.41 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 313.41 

Leah Campos ........................................................... 2 /15 2 /16 Brazil .................................................... .................... 592.60 .................... 2,088.07 .................... .................... .................... 2,680.67 
3 /6 3 /8 Argentina .............................................. .................... 653.47 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 653.47 
2 /18 2 /19 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 247.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 247.00 

Piero Tozzi ................................................................ 2 /15 2 /16 Brazil .................................................... .................... 592.69 .................... 2,088.07 .................... .................... .................... 2,680.76 
2 /17 2 /18 Argentina .............................................. .................... 682.32 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 682.32 
2 /18 2 /19 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 179.80 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 179.80 

Doug Campbell ........................................................ 2 /15 2 /16 Brazil .................................................... .................... 592.60 .................... 2,319.07 .................... .................... .................... 2,911.67 
2 /17 2 /18 Argentina .............................................. .................... 653.47 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 653.47 
2 /18 2 /19 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 494.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 494.00 

Eric Jacobstein ........................................................ 2 /15 2 /16 Brazil .................................................... .................... 592.69 .................... 2,319.07 .................... .................... .................... 2,911.67 
2 /17 2 /18 Argentina .............................................. .................... 653.47 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 653.47 
2 /18 2 /19 Uruguay ................................................ .................... 494.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 494.00 

Rep. Edward Royce .................................................. 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... *3,001.21 .................... 3,703.83 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 4,539.88 .................... .................... .................... 4,866.88 

Rep. David Trott ...................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 7,632.46 .................... .................... .................... 7,959.46 

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen ........................................ 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 688.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 688.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 509.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,058.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 300.00 .................... 4,101.26 .................... .................... .................... 4,401.26 

Rep. Reid Ribble ..................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 7,561.06 .................... .................... .................... 7,888.06 

Rep. Eliot Engel ....................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 7,600.96 .................... .................... .................... 7,927.96 
3 /20 3 /22 Cuba ..................................................... .................... .................... .................... 912.49 .................... .................... .................... 912.49 

Thomas P. Sheehy ................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 5,848.78 .................... .................... .................... 6,175.78 

Doug Campbell ........................................................ 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 7,600.96 .................... .................... .................... 7,927.96 

Cory Fritz ................................................................. 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 5,848.78 .................... .................... .................... 6,175.78 

Worku Gachou .......................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 5,848.78 .................... .................... .................... 6,175.78 

Amy Porter ............................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 5,848.78 .................... .................... .................... 6,175.78 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2337 May 12, 2016 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 1, 2016— 

Continued 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Elizabeth Heng ........................................................ 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 5,848.78 .................... .................... .................... 6,175.78 

Lesley Warner .......................................................... 1 /16 1 /17 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 702.62 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 702.62 
1 /17 1 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 549.50 .................... .................... .................... 1,117.50 
1 /19 1 /20 Democratic Rep. of Congo ................... .................... 327.00 .................... 7,600.96 .................... .................... .................... 7,927.96 

Matt Zweig .............................................................. 1 /21 1 /25 Czech Republic ..................................... .................... 1,000.99 .................... 2,810.26 .................... .................... .................... 3,811.25 
Kristen Marquardt ................................................... 1 /21 1 /25 Czech Republic ..................................... .................... 1,000.99 .................... 2,810.26 .................... .................... .................... 3,811.25 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 68,322.21 .................... 142,043.49 .................... 6,598.21 .................... 216,963.91 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
* Indicates Delegation Costs 

HON. EDWARD. R. ROYCE, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

CODEL Carper: 
N. Torres ......................................................... 1 /14 1 /15 Guatemala ............................................ .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................

1 /15 1 /16 El Salvador ........................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,146.99 .................... .................... .................... 1,146.99 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,146.99 .................... .................... .................... 1,146.99 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL, Chairman, Apr. 28, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Sean Moran ............................................................. 2 /14 2 /21 Panama ................................................ .................... 932.00 .................... 1,148.26 .................... 800.00 .................... 2,880.26 
John Clocker ............................................................ 2 /14 2 /18 Panama ................................................ .................... 932.00 .................... 1,148.26 .................... .................... .................... 2,080.26 
Mary Sue Englund ................................................... 2 /14 2 /18 Panama ................................................ .................... 897.00 .................... 842.26 .................... .................... .................... 1,739.26 
Cole Felder ............................................................... 2 /14 2 /18 Panama ................................................ .................... 907.00 .................... 842.26 .................... .................... .................... 1,749.26 
James Fleet .............................................................. 2 /14 2 /18 Panama ................................................ .................... 914.00 .................... 1,119.16 .................... .................... .................... 2,033.16 
Edward Flaherty ....................................................... 2 /14 2 /20 Panama ................................................ .................... 907.51 .................... 1,148.26 .................... .................... .................... 2,055.77 
Khalil Abboud .......................................................... 2 /14 2 /18 Panama ................................................ .................... 913.00 .................... 1,148.26 .................... .................... .................... 2,061.26 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 6,402.51 .................... 7,396.72 .................... 800.00 .................... 14,599.23 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Raúl Labrador ................................................. 3 /3 3 /12 Chile ..................................................... .................... 871.00 .................... (3) .................... 1,410.00 .................... 2,281.00 
............. ................. Argentina .............................................. .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
............. ................. Uruguay ................................................ .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
............. ................. Paraguay ............................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
............. ................. Costa Rica ............................................ .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 871.00 .................... .................... .................... 1,410.00 .................... 2,281.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 

(AMENDMENT) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED 
BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2015 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Sean Hayes .............................................................. 12 /6 12 /12 France ................................................... .................... 733.00 .................... 1,088.00 .................... .................... .................... 1,821.00 
Ryan Hambleton ...................................................... 12 /6 12 /12 France ................................................... .................... 733.00 .................... 1,088.00 .................... .................... .................... 1,821.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 1,466.00 .................... 2,176.00 .................... .................... .................... 3,642.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. JASON CHAFFETZ, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2338 May 12, 2016 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND 

MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Cynthia Lummis .............................................. 12 /28 12 /29 Japan .................................................... .................... 289.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 289.00 
12 /29 12 /31 Thailand ................................................ .................... 458.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 458.00 
12 /31 1 /2 Burma ................................................... .................... 694.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 694.00 

Hon. Steve Russell .................................................. 1 /16 1 /18 Turkey ................................................... .................... 860.00 .................... 13,708.00 .................... .................... .................... 14,568.00 
1 /18 1 /20 Jordan ................................................... .................... 780.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 780.00 
1 /20 1 /21 Austria .................................................. .................... 343.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 343.00 

Delegation expenses ................................................ ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 7,562.00 .................... 7,562.00 
Hon. Stephen Lynch ................................................. 1 /16 1 /18 Turkey ................................................... .................... 860.00 .................... 16,525.00 .................... .................... .................... 17,385.00 

1 /18 1 /20 Jordan ................................................... .................... 780.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 780.00 
1 /20 1 /21 Austria .................................................. .................... 343.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 343.00 

Sang Yi .................................................................... 1 /16 1 /18 Turkey ................................................... .................... 860.00 .................... 15,091.00 .................... .................... .................... 15,951.00 
1 /18 1 /20 Japan .................................................... .................... 780.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 780.00 
1 /20 1 /21 Austria .................................................. .................... 343.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 343.00 

Bruce Fernandez ...................................................... 1 /16 1 /18 Turkey ................................................... .................... 860.00 .................... 15,091.00 .................... .................... .................... 15,951.00 
1 /18 1 /20 Jordan ................................................... .................... 780.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 780.00 
1 /20 1 /21 Austria .................................................. .................... 343.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 343.00 

Hon. Stephen Lynch ................................................. 2 /12 2 /14 Germany ................................................ .................... 660.00 .................... 8,101.00 .................... .................... .................... 8,761.00 
Hon. Tim Walberg .................................................... 2 /15 2 /17 Australia ............................................... .................... 622.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 622.00 

2 /17 2 /18 Singapore .............................................. .................... 351.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 351.00 
2 /18 2 /19 Tanzania ............................................... .................... 264.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 264.00 
2 /19 2 /20 Rwanda ................................................. .................... 270.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 270.00 
2 /20 2 /21 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 379.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 379.00 
2 /21 2 /22 Spain .................................................... .................... 180.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 180.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 12,099.00 .................... 68,516.00 .................... 7,562.00 .................... 88,177.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. JASON CHAFFETZ, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Steve Chabot ................................................... 3 /5 3 /7 Guatemala ............................................ .................... 223.00 .................... 1,275.52 .................... .................... .................... 1,498.52 
3 /7 3 /9 Honduras .............................................. .................... 284.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 284.00 
3 /9 3 /11 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 256.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 256.00 

Kevin Fitzpatrick ...................................................... 3 /5 3 /7 Guatemala ............................................ .................... 223.00 .................... 1,380.52 .................... .................... .................... 1,603.52 
3 /7 3 /9 Honduras .............................................. .................... 284.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 284.00 
3 /9 3 /11 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 256.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 256.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 3,052.00 .................... 2,656.04 .................... .................... .................... 5,708.04 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. STEVE CHABOT, Chairman, Apr. 28, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. JEFF MILLER, Chairman, Apr. 26, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Angela Ellard ........................................................... 3 /6 3 /8 Japan .................................................... .................... 765.67 .................... 17,139.86 .................... 1,224.20 .................... 19,129.73 
3 /8 3 /10 Malaysia ............................................... .................... 424.70 .................... .................... .................... 150.37 .................... 575.07 
3 /10 3 /12 Singapore .............................................. .................... 721.66 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 721.66 

Stephen Claeys ........................................................ 3 /6 3 /8 Japan .................................................... .................... 736.41 .................... 17,139.86 .................... .................... .................... 17,876.27 
3 /8 3 /10 Malaysia ............................................... .................... 395.44 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 395.44 
3 /10 3 /12 Singapore .............................................. .................... 692.40 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 692.40 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 3,736.28 .................... 34,279.72 .................... 1,374.57 .................... 39,390.57 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. KEVIN BRADY, Chairman, May 2, 2016. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 
AND MAR. 31, 2016 * 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Brad Wenstrup ................................................ 12 /27 12 /29 Asia ....................................................... .................... 214.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 214.00 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2339 May 12, 2016 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 

AND MAR. 31, 2016 *—Continued 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

12 /29 12 /31 Asia ....................................................... .................... 468.21 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 468.21 
12 /31 1 /2 Asia ....................................................... .................... 676.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 676.00 

............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,964.06 .................... .................... .................... 1,964.06 

Hon. Michael Conaway ............................................ 12 /27 12 /29 Asia ....................................................... .................... 580.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 580.00 
12 /29 12 /31 Asia ....................................................... .................... 468.21 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 468.21 
12 /31 1 /2 Asia ....................................................... .................... 676.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 676.00 

............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Frank LoBiondo ............................................... 1 /15 1 /17 Africa .................................................... .................... 654.00 .................... .................... .................... 2,126.39 .................... 2,780.39 

1 /17 1 /19 Africa .................................................... .................... 613.00 .................... .................... .................... 1,686.00 .................... 2,299.00 
1 /19 1 /20 Africa .................................................... .................... 435.16 .................... .................... .................... 583.99 .................... 1,019.15 
1 /21 1 /21 Europe ................................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 66.00 .................... 66.00 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 17,318.68 .................... .................... .................... 17,318.68 
Damon Nelson ......................................................... 1 /15 1 /17 Africa .................................................... .................... 654.00 .................... .................... .................... 2,126.40 .................... 2,780.40 

1 /17 1 /19 Africa .................................................... .................... 613.00 .................... .................... .................... 1,686.00 .................... 2,299.00 
1 /19 1 /20 Africa .................................................... .................... 435.16 .................... .................... .................... 583.99 .................... 1,019.15 
1 /21 1 /21 Europe ................................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 66.00 .................... 66.00 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 17,318.68 .................... .................... .................... 17,318.68 
Amanda Rogers-Thorpe ........................................... 1 /17 1 /22 Asia ....................................................... .................... 1,378.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,378.00 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 16,428.46 .................... .................... .................... 16,428.46 
Chelsey Campbell .................................................... 1 /17 1 /22 Asia ....................................................... .................... 1,378.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,378.00 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 17,318.68 .................... .................... .................... 17,318.68 
Hon. Adam Schiff .................................................... 1 /17 1 /19 Europe ................................................... .................... 811.00 .................... 607.00 .................... 164.66 .................... 1,582.66 

1 /19 1 /21 Europe ................................................... .................... 589.16 .................... .................... .................... 15.49 .................... 604.65 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 2,469.26 .................... .................... .................... 2,469.26 

Timothy Bergreen ..................................................... 1 /17 1 /19 Europe ................................................... .................... 811.00 .................... 607.00 .................... 164.66 .................... 1,582.66 
1 /19 1 /21 Europe ................................................... .................... 589.16 .................... .................... .................... 15.49 .................... 604.65 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,706.16 .................... .................... .................... 1,706.16 
Linda Cohen ............................................................ 1 /17 1 /19 Europe ................................................... .................... 811.00 .................... 607.00 .................... 164.67 .................... 1,582.67 

1 /19 1 /21 Europe ................................................... .................... 589.16 .................... .................... .................... 15.49 .................... 604.65 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,706.36 .................... .................... .................... 1,706.36 

Shannon Stuart ....................................................... 1 /16 1 /18 South America ...................................... .................... 948.00 .................... 887.00 .................... 180.00 .................... 2,015.00 
1 /18 1 /22 South America ...................................... .................... 405.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 405.00 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 9,219.47 .................... .................... .................... 9,219.47 
Lisa Major ................................................................ 1 /16 1 /18 South America ...................................... .................... 948.00 .................... 887.00 .................... 180.00 .................... 2,015.00 

1 /18 1 /22 South America ...................................... .................... 405.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 405.00 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 9,219.47 .................... .................... .................... 9,219.47 

Thomas Eager .......................................................... 1 /16 1 /18 South America ...................................... .................... 948.00 .................... 887.00 .................... 180.00 .................... 2,015.00 
1 /18 1 /22 South America ...................................... .................... 405.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 405.00 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 9,219.47 .................... .................... .................... 9,219.47 
Hon. Devin Nunes .................................................... 1 /27 1 /30 Asia ....................................................... .................... 828.39 .................... .................... .................... 237.18 .................... 1,065.57 

1 /30 2 /1 Asia ....................................................... .................... 679.53 .................... .................... .................... 90.95 .................... 770.48 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 21,335.02 .................... .................... .................... 21,335.02 

Jacob Crisp .............................................................. 1 /27 1 /30 Asia ....................................................... .................... 828.39 .................... .................... .................... 237.18 .................... 1,065.58 
1 /30 2 /1 Asia ....................................................... .................... 679.53 .................... .................... .................... 90.95 .................... 770.48 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 21,330.02 .................... .................... .................... 21,330.02 
Hon. Adam Schiff .................................................... 2 /13 2 /15 Africa .................................................... .................... 581.22 .................... 255.46 .................... 80.39 .................... 917.07 

2 /15 2 /17 Africa .................................................... .................... 740.00 .................... 366.69 .................... 2,200.00 .................... 3,306.69 
2 /17 2 /19 Africa .................................................... .................... 418.12 .................... .................... .................... 249.54 .................... 667.66 
2 /19 2 /20 Africa .................................................... .................... 283.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 283.00 

............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
Diane Rinaldo .......................................................... 2 /12 2 /18 Europe ................................................... .................... 1,857.16 .................... .................... .................... 113.62 .................... 1,970.78 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,052.76 .................... .................... .................... 1,052.76 
Scott Glabe .............................................................. 2 /12 2 /18 Europe ................................................... .................... 1,392.87 .................... .................... .................... 113.62 .................... 1,506.49 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 1,015.66 .................... .................... .................... 1,015.66 
Lisa Major ................................................................ 3 /6 3 /8 Asia ....................................................... .................... 588.00 .................... 66.60 .................... .................... .................... 654.60 

3 /8 3 /9 Asia ....................................................... .................... 80.00 .................... .................... .................... 12.90 .................... 92.90 
3 /9 3 /11 Asia ....................................................... .................... 460.00 .................... .................... .................... 73.50 .................... 533.50 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 17,262.86 .................... .................... .................... 17,262.86 
Chelsey Campbell .................................................... 3 /6 3 /8 Asia ....................................................... .................... 588.00 .................... 66.60 .................... 60.94 .................... 715.54 

3 /8 3 /9 Asia ....................................................... .................... 80.00 .................... .................... .................... 12.90 .................... 92.90 
3 /9 3 /11 Asia ....................................................... .................... 460.00 .................... .................... .................... 73.50 .................... 533.50 

Commercial airfaire ........................................ ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 17,262.86 .................... .................... .................... 17,262.86 
Hon. Jackie Speier ................................................... 3 /7 3 /10 Asia ....................................................... .................... 828.74 .................... .................... .................... 405.90 .................... 1,234.64 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 10,344.86 .................... .................... .................... 10,344.86 
Hon. Terri Sewell ..................................................... 3 /7 3 /10 Asia ....................................................... .................... 728.74 .................... .................... .................... 405.90 .................... 1,134.64 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 12,140.16 .................... .................... .................... 12,140.16 
Hon. Michael Quigley ............................................... 3 /7 3 /10 Asia ....................................................... .................... 828.74 .................... .................... .................... 405.90 .................... 1,234.64 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 15,905.46 .................... .................... .................... 15,905.46 
Robert Minehart ....................................................... 3 /7 3 /10 Asia ....................................................... .................... 828.74 .................... .................... .................... 405.90 .................... 1,234.64 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 11,174.46 .................... .................... .................... 11,174.46 
Timothy Bergreen ..................................................... 3 /7 3 /10 Asia ....................................................... .................... 828.74 .................... .................... .................... 405.90 .................... 1,234.64 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 16,044.46 .................... .................... .................... 16,044.46 
Andrew House .......................................................... 3 /7 3 /10 Asia ....................................................... .................... 828.74 .................... .................... .................... 405.90 .................... 1,234.64 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 16,044.46 .................... .................... .................... 16,044.46 
Damon Nelson ......................................................... 3 /7 3 /9 Asia ....................................................... .................... 825.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 825.00 

3 /9 3 /12 Asia ....................................................... .................... 1,032.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,032.00 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 22,373.16 .................... .................... .................... 22,373.16 

George Pappas ........................................................ 3 /7 3 /9 Asia ....................................................... .................... 825.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 825.00 
3 /9 3 /12 Asia ....................................................... .................... 1,032.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,032.00 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 21,973.16 .................... .................... .................... 21,973.16 
Scott Glabe .............................................................. 3 /7 3 /9 Asia ....................................................... .................... 825.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 825.00 

3 /9 3 /12 Asia ....................................................... .................... 1,032.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,032.00 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 21,973.16 .................... .................... .................... 21,973.16 

Hon. James Himes ................................................... 3 /29 3 /31 Asia ....................................................... .................... 918.66 .................... .................... .................... 47.00 .................... 965.66 
3 /31 4 /2 Asia ....................................................... .................... 150.00 .................... .................... .................... 1,836.42 .................... 1,986.42 

Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 12,579.16 .................... .................... .................... 12,579.16 
Amanda Rogers-Thorpe ........................................... 3 /29 3 /31 Asia ....................................................... .................... 918.66 .................... .................... .................... 47.00 .................... 965.66 

3 /31 4 /2 Asia ....................................................... .................... 150.00 .................... .................... .................... 1,836.42 .................... 1,986.42 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 12,114.86 .................... .................... .................... 12,114.86 

Hon. Devin Nunes .................................................... 3 /31 4 /4 Asia ....................................................... .................... 1,114.00 .................... .................... .................... 3,752.95 .................... 4,866.95 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 4,588.90 .................... .................... .................... 4,588.90 

George Pappas ........................................................ 3 /31 4 /4 Asia ....................................................... .................... 1,114.00 .................... .................... .................... 3,752.95 .................... 4,866.95 
Commercial airfare ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... 5,398.90 .................... .................... .................... 5,398.90 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 44,712.19 .................... 393,013.60 .................... 27,360.55 .................... 465,086.34 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
* In accordance with title 22, United States Code, Section 1754(b)(2), information as would identify the foreign countries in which Committee Members and staff have traveled is omitted. 

HON. DEVIN NUNES, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2016. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2340 May 12, 2016 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE 2012 TERRORIST ATTACK IN BENGHAZI, HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2016 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. TREY GOWDY, Chairman, Apr. 20, 2016. 

h 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

5330. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility; Vir-
ginia: Albermarle County, Unincorporated 
Areas, et al.; [Docket ID: FEMA-2016-0002; In-
ternal Agency Docket No.: FEMA-8429] re-
ceived May 9, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

5331. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel, Regulatory Affairs, Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s final rule — Commission Par-
ticipation and Commission Employee In-
volvement in Voluntary Standards Activities 
[CPSC Docket No.: CPSC-2013-0034] received 
May 9, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

5332. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Foreign Supplier Verification Programs for 
Importers of Food for Humans and Animals; 
Technical Amendment [Docket No.: FDA- 
2011-N-0143] (RIN: 0910-AG64) received May 9, 
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

5333. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Administration for Community Liv-
ing, Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — National Institute on Disability, 
Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Re-
search (RIN: 0985-AA12) received May 10, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. THORNBERRY: Committee on Armed 
Services. Supplemental report on H.R. 4909. 
A bill to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2017 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense and for military con-
struction, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for other 
purposes (Rept. 114–537, Pt. 2). 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia: Committee on 
Rules. House Resolution 725. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (S. 524) to 
authorize the Attorney General to award 
grants to address the national epidemics of 
prescription opioid abuse and heroin use 

(Rept. 114–564). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. FORBES (for himself, Mr. 
GOODLATTE, Mr. GOWDY, Mr. MARINO, 
and Mr. SENSENBRENNER): 

H.R. 5203. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide for new pro-
cedures pertaining to the processing of peti-
tions and applications for immigrant or non-
immigrant visas or for immigration benefits, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Homeland Security, and Foreign 
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. ROSKAM (for himself, Mr. 
KIND, Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, 
and Ms. PINGREE): 

H.R. 5204. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 to provide an exclusion from in-
come for student loan forgiveness for stu-
dents who have died or become disabled; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in 
addition to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. ISRAEL: 
H.R. 5205. A bill to require ingredient label-

ing of certain consumer cleaning products, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GUINTA (for himself and Ms. 
KUSTER): 

H.R. 5206. A bill to redesignate the Saint- 
Gaudens National Historic Site as the 
‘‘Saint-Gaudens National Park for the Arts’’, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BEYER (for himself, Mr. 
HONDA, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. CARSON 
of Indiana, Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. MOULTON, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. RYAN of 
Ohio, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, 
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. RUSH, Mr. BECERRA, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. 
TAKAI, Mr. DELANEY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mr. SIRES, Mr. TONKO, Mr. 
MCDERMOTT, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. 
HOYER, Mr. KILMER, Mr. RANGEL, Ms. 

LEE, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. HASTINGS, 
Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. HECK of Washington, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. FARR, 
Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. HANNA, Mr. 
GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. POCAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Mr. KIND, Mr. HIMES, Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Mr. MURPHY of Florida, Ms. 
CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Ms. KAPTUR, 
Miss RICE of New York, Mr. ENGEL, 
Ms. MATSUI, Mr. WALZ, Mr. CAPUANO, 
Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. FATTAH, Mrs. 
TORRES, Ms. TITUS, Mr. PASCRELL, 
Ms. MENG, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. TED LIEU of 
California, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. BROWNLEY 
of California, Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALO-
NEY of New York, Mr. COHEN, Mr. MI-
CHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
RICHMOND, and Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD): 

H.R. 5207. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide that an alien 
may not be denied admission to the United 
States because of the alien’s religion, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself and 
Mr. SHERMAN): 

H.R. 5208. A bill to require a report on the 
designation of the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY (for himself, Mr. 
RUSH, and Mr. WESTERMAN): 

H.R. 5209. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of 
1930 to provide for the payment to affected 
producers and their employees of duties that 
are collected pursuant to countervailing and 
antidumping duty orders, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia (for 
himself, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mrs. MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS, Mr. WELCH, Mr. COLLINS 
of New York, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. FLO-
RES, Mr. HARPER, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. THOMPSON 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. TIPTON, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DUNCAN of Ten-
nessee, Mr. JOYCE, Mr. ZINKE, Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. BLUM, 
Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina, Mr. 
GOHMERT, Mr. LONG, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. 
RENACCI, Mr. TIBERI, Mr. PETERSON, 
Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mrs. 
NOEM, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT 
of Georgia, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. 
DESJARLAIS, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, 
Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Mrs. 
BLACK, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. SMITH of 
Missouri, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. POMPEO, 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2341 May 12, 2016 
Mr. BYRNE, Mrs. WAGNER, and Mr. 
BOUSTANY): 

H.R. 5210. A bill to improve access to dura-
ble medical equipment for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. EMMER of Minnesota (for him-
self, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. BARR, Mr. 
NEUGEBAUER, and Mr. STIVERS): 

H.R. 5211. A bill to amend the Consumer 
Financial Protection Act of 2010 to update 
the purpose of the Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 5212. A bill to direct the Federal 

Trade Commission to establish rules to pro-
hibit unfair or deceptive acts or practices re-
lated to the provision of funeral goods or fu-
neral services; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for him-
self, Mr. FINCHER, Mr. PETERSON, and 
Mr. COSTA): 

H.R. 5213. A bill to require the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration to 
provide notice and comment rulemaking for 
the revised enforcement policy relating to 
the exemption of retail facilities from cov-
erage of the process safety management of 
highly hazardous chemicals standard under 
section 1910.119(a)(2)(i) of title 29, Code of 
Federal Regulations; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr. 
RIBBLE, Ms. NORTON, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. TSON-
GAS, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. HINOJOSA, 
and Ms. TITUS): 

H.R. 5214. A bill to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act, the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, 
and the Low-Income Home Energy Assist-
ance Act of 1981 to require that the value of 
child’s savings accounts be disregarded for 
the purpose of determining eligibility to re-
ceive benefits under such Acts; and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and in addition to the Committees on 
Agriculture, Energy and Commerce, and 
Education and the Workforce, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. ADAMS (for herself, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. FUDGE, Ms. DELAURO, 
Mr. CONYERS, Ms. MOORE, Ms. 
PLASKETT, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALO-
NEY of New York, and Mr. MURPHY of 
Florida): 

H.R. 5215. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to require that supple-
mental nutrition assistance program bene-
fits be calculated with reference to the cost 
of the low-cost food plan as determined by 
the Secretary of Agriculture,’and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mex-
ico (for himself, Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. 
ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
KILMER, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. HASTINGS, 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. TONKO, Ms. 
MATSUI, Mr. NEAL, Mr. GRAYSON, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. KEATING, Ms. MICHELLE 
LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. CLAY, 
Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Ms. 
EDWARDS, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
NORCROSS, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. 
MEEKS, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
of New York, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. 

QUIGLEY, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. CONNOLLY, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr. 
SARBANES, Ms. BROWN of Florida, 
Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. KIND, Mr. ISRAEL, 
Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. 
CAPUANO, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. BEYER, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Mr. SIRES, Mr. KILDEE, 
Ms. ESHOO, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, 
Mr. VARGAS, Ms. BASS, Ms. CLARKE of 
New York, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. COHEN, 
Ms. TSONGAS, Ms. FUDGE, Mr. 
AGUILAR, Mr. TED LIEU of California, 
Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. HECK of Wash-
ington, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. DELANEY, Ms. 
ESTY, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. 
AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. LARSON of 
Connecticut, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. 
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. 
PLASKETT, Ms. LEE, Ms. LORETTA 
SANCHEZ of California, Mr. BRENDAN 
F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. RUIZ, 
Ms. TITUS, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. DELAURO, 
Mr. HONDA, and Mr. PETERSON): 

H.R. 5216. A bill to provide funding for 
opioid and heroin abuse prevention and 
treatment, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committees on the Judici-
ary, and the Budget, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. COSTA: 
H.R. 5217. A bill to affirm ‘‘The Agreement 

Between the United States and Westlands 
Water District’’ dated September 15, 2015, 
‘‘The Agreement Between the United States, 
San Luis Water District, Panoche Water Dis-
trict and Pacheco Water District’’, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. DESANTIS (for himself, Mr. 
RATCLIFFE, Mr. GOWDY, Mr. BISHOP of 
Michigan, Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of 
California, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, 
Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mr. SMITH of Texas, 
Mr. CHABOT, Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. FORBES, and Mr. 
MARINO): 

H.R. 5218. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide a certification proc-
ess for the issuance of nondisclosure require-
ments accompanying certain administrative 
subpoenas, to provide for judicial review of 
such nondisclosure requirements, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER (for her-
self and Ms. CASTOR of Florida): 

H.R. 5219. A bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of the Task Force on Research Spe-
cific to Pregnant Women and Lactating 
Women, to require an annual report to Con-
gress on approved new drug applications 
with information on pregnancy and lacta-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. HIMES (for himself and Mr. 
WESTMORELAND): 

H.R. 5220. A bill to direct the President to 
develop a policy on when an action in cyber-
space constitutes a use of force against the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Armed Services, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. MOORE: 
H.R. 5221. A bill to require that States and 

localities receiving grants under the Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 
Program require law enforcement officers to 
undergo training on and thereafter employ 
de-escalation techniques to assist in reduc-
ing the need for the use of force by such offi-
cers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RATCLIFFE: 
H.R. 5222. A bill to impose sanctions with 

respect to persons responsible for knowingly 
engaging in significant activities under-
mining cybersecurity on behalf of or at the 
direction of the Government of Iran, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself, Ms. PELOSI, Mr. HOYER, Mr. 
CLYBURN, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California, Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. 
HONDA, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
of New York, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, and Mr. WALZ): 

H. Res. 726. A resolution recognizing the 
100th anniversary of the founding of the 
American Federation of Teachers; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. LANGEVIN: 
H. Res. 727. A resolution supporting the 

Commission on Enhancing National Cyberse-
curity; to the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LOWENTHAL (for himself, Mr. 
SALMON, Mr. ROYCE, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. 
ENGEL, and Ms. TSONGAS): 

H. Res. 728. A resolution supporting human 
rights, democracy, and the rule of law in 
Cambodia; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. FORBES: 
H.R. 5203. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, section 8, clause 4 of the Con-

stitution provides that Congress shall have 
power to ‘‘establish an uniform Rule of Natu-
ralization.’’ The Supreme Court has long 
found that this provision of the Constitution 
grants Congress plenary power over immi-
gration policy. As the court found in Galvan 
v. Press, 347 U.S. 522, 531 (1954) ‘‘ that the for-
mulation of policies [pertaining to the entry 
of aliens and the right to remain here] is en-
trusted to Congress has become about as 
firmly imbedded in the legislative and judi-
cial tissues of our body politic as any aspect 
of our government.’’ 

By Mr. ROSKAM: 
H.R. 5204. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8, which 
states ‘‘The Congress shall have Power To 
lay and collect Taxes,’’ and Article I, Section 
7, which states ‘‘All Bills for raising Revenue 
shall originate in the House of Representa-
tives.’’ 

By Mr. ISRAEL: 
H.R. 5205. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mr. GUINTA: 

H.R. 5206. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
To make all Laws which shall be necessary 

and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 

By Mr. BEYER: 
H.R. 5207. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States of America. 
By Mr. POE of Texas: 

H.R. 5208. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. MCKINLEY: 
H.R. 5209. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
According to Article I, Section 8 of the 

Constitution: The Congress shall have power 
to lay and collect duties and to regulate 
Commerce with foreign nations. 

By Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia: 
H.R. 5210. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Consistent with the understanding and in-

terpretation of the Commerce Clause, Con-
gress has the authority to enact this legisla-
tion in accordance with Clause 3 of Section 8, 
Article 1 of the U.S. Constitution. 

By Mr. EMMER of Minnesota: 
H.R. 5211. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 5212. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Const. art. I, § 8, cl. 3.: ‘‘To regulate 

commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several states, and with the Indian 
tribes.’’ 

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska: 
H.R. 5213. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution, specifically Clause 3 (related 
to regulation of commerce among the sev-
eral states). 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT: 
H.R. 5214. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 2 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Ms. ADAMS: 
H.R. 5215. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8, to regulate the com-
merce with foreign Nations, and among the 
several States, and with the Indian Tribes. 

By Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mex-
ico: 

H.R. 5216. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 

By Mr. COSTA: 
H.R. 5217. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-

stitution of the United States 
By Mr. DESANTIS: 

H.R. 5218. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Consitution, Specifically Clause l (relating 
to providing for the general welfare of the 
United States) and Clause 18 (relating to the 
power to make all laws necessary and proper 
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress) 

By Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER: 
H.R. 5219. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to the power granted to Congress 

under Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the 
U.S. Constitution. 

By Mr. HIMES: 
H.R. 5220. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I of the United States Constitution 

and its subsequent amendments, and further 
clarified and interpreted by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

By Ms. MOORE: 
H.R. 5221. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mr. RATCLIFFE: 
H.R. 5222. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Con-

stitution of the United States pertaining to 
the regulation of commerce with foreign na-
tions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 24: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. 
H.R. 38: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 40: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 155: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 191: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 243: Ms. DELAURO. 
H.R. 250: Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. BOU-

STANY, and Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. 
H.R. 266: Mr. HARRIS, Mr. GRAVES of Geor-

gia, and Mr. WESTMORELAND. 
H.R. 402: Mr. UPTON. 
H.R. 448: Mrs. BUSTOS, Mrs. LOWEY, Ms. 

KELLY of Illinois, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. 
VELA, and Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 

H.R. 563: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 649: Mr. COFFMAN. 
H.R. 664: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 670: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
H.R. 711: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-

vania and Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 759: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.R. 781: Mr. LOWENTHAL. 
H.R. 836: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 842: Mr. MCHENRY. 
H.R. 865: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 986: Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 

and Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. 

H.R. 1221: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 1301: Mr. DUFFY. 
H.R. 1519: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 1530: Mr. ISRAEL. 
H.R. 1603: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. 
H.R. 1688: Mr. CRAMER and Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. 
H.R. 1713: Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 1718: Mr. THORNBERRY. 
H.R. 1779: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 1865: Ms. LEE, Mr. HONDA, Mrs. 

NAPOLITANO, Ms. LOFGREN, and Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 1984: Mr. VISCLOSKY. 
H.R. 2044: Mr. POLIQUIN. 
H.R. 2058: Mr. MASSIE. 
H.R. 2059: Mr. HILL. 
H.R. 2142: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. 
H.R. 2170: Mr. KATKO. 
H.R. 2218: Mr. TIPTON and Mr. GIBSON. 
H.R. 2274: Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 
H.R. 2285: Mr. PITTENGER and Mr. 

FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 2290: Mr. GRAVES of Georgia and Mr. 

JENKINS of West Virginia. 
H.R. 2481: Mrs. NOEM. 
H.R. 2759: Mr. COLLINS of New York. 
H.R. 2874: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 2903: Mr. POMPEO. 
H.R. 3084: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. 
H.R. 3094: Mr. FARENTHOLD and Mr. HINO-

JOSA. 
H.R. 3119: Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. 

KINZINGER of Illinois, Mr. OLSON, Mr. PAYNE, 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. 
CONYERS, Mr. CURBELO of Florida, Mr. RAN-
GEL, and Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 

H.R. 3142: Ms. BROWNLEY of California. 
H.R. 3193: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 3351: Ms. BASS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 3365: Ms. HAHN and Ms. SINEMA. 
H.R. 3377: Mr. HECK of Washington. 
H.R. 3486: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 3523: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 3546: Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 

New York. 
H.R. 3684: Mr. HASTINGS. 
H.R. 3799: Mr. WALBERG and Mr. SAM JOHN-

SON of Texas. 
H.R. 3817: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 3870: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 3880: Mr. THORNBERRY. 
H.R. 3892: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. MULVANEY, 

Mr. YODER, and Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Geor-
gia. 

H.R. 4055: Mr. HONDA, Ms. WILSON of Flor-
ida, and Mrs. DAVIS of California. 

H.R. 4062: Mr. TIPTON, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, 
and Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. 

H.R. 4073: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 4177: Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. HASTINGS, and 

Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 4183: Mr. JOYCE and Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 4212: Mr. BILIRAKIS and Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 4229: Mr. POLIQUIN and Mr. ROONEY of 

Florida. 
H.R. 4262: Mr. ROSKAM and Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 4298: Mr. HILL. 
H.R. 4365: Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana and Mr. 

WENSTRUP. 
H.R. 4460: Mr. BEYER and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 4474: Mr. WALZ. 
H.R. 4479: Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. 

NEAL, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. MI-
CHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. SIRES, 
Mr. VELA, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. 
PASCRELL, Mrs. CAPPS, Ms. ESTY, Mr. BRADY 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, 
Mr. FARR, Mr. CARNEY, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
COSTA, Miss RICE of New York, Mr. ASHFORD, 
Ms. BROWNLEY of California, and Mr. LIPIN-
SKI. 

H.R. 4499: Mr. MEEHAN. 
H.R. 4554: Mr. LUETKEMEYER and Ms. HER-

RERA BEUTLER. 
H.R. 4585: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. 

LOEBSACK, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD, and Ms. ESHOO. 
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H.R. 4592: Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. 

ENGEL, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BERA, Ms. LOF-
GREN, and Mr. SARBANES. 

H.R. 4625: Mr. CLAY, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. WALDEN. 

H.R. 4632: Mrs. BEATTY and Mr. ROUZER. 
H.R. 4640: Mr. PETERS and Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 4662: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania and 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 4695: Ms. CASTOR of Florida and Mr. 

WALDEN. 
H.R. 4701: Mrs. DINGELL and Mr. 

DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 4715: Mr. WALZ, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. 

ROYCE, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, and Mr. 
BRIDENSTINE. 

H.R. 4717: Mr. DESANTIS. 
H.R. 4729: Mr. COLE. 
H.R. 4764: Mr. MARINO. 
H.R. 4768: Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SAM JOHNSON 

of Texas, Mr. HURD of Texas, Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK, Mr. MARCHANT, and Mr. RIGELL. 

H.R. 4773: Mr. JORDAN, Mr. JONES, Mr. FLO-
RES, Mr. ROYCE, and Mr. FITZPATRICK. 

H.R. 4775: Mr. RENACCI. 
H.R. 4792: Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 4794: Mr. GARRETT. 
H.R. 4795: Mr. MASSIE, Mr. KELLY of Penn-

sylvania, Mr. WITTMAN, and Mr. GARRETT. 
H.R. 4798: Ms. DUCKWORTH and Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 4816: Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. DUFFY, and 

Mr. BOUSTANY. 
H.R. 4819: Mr. GRIFFITH. 
H.R. 4828: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Mr. 

LAHOOD. 

H.R. 4848: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia and 
Mr. POMPEO. 

H.R. 4864: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. 
H.R. 4892: Mr. RYAN of Ohio and Ms. 

SINEMA. 
H.R. 4893: Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. HONDA, Mr. 

MCCLINTOCK, and Mr. MILLER of Florida. 
H.R. 4925: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 4933: Mrs. DAVIS of California. 
H.R. 4938: Mr. HUNTER, Mr. ROONEY of Flor-

ida, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. BYRNE, 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER, and Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 

H.R. 4959: Mr. CARNEY and Mr. BENISHEK. 
H.R. 4960: Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 4979: Mr. LONG and Mr. GENE GREEN of 

Texas. 
H.R. 4994: Mr. WOODALL. 
H.R. 5001: Mr. ROKITA, Mr. TIPTON, and Mr. 

POMPEO. 
H.R. 5053: Mr. COOK, Mr. HARRIS, and Mr. 

POMPEO. 
H.R. 5073: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 5075: Ms. DUCKWORTH. 
H.R. 5079: Mr. LOWENTHAL. 
H.R. 5091: Mr. BRIDENSTINE. 
H.R. 5123: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 5130: Mrs. LAWRENCE. 
H.R. 5147: Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 

Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 5148: Mr. GRAYSON and Mr. SWALWELL 

of California. 
H.R. 5165: Mr. YARMUTH. 
H.R. 5166: Mr. OLSON, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, 

Mr. CRAMER, Mr. HARRIS, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. 
DESJARLAIS, and Mr. JONES. 

H.J. Res. 48: Mr. PERLMUTTER, Ms. KAPTUR, 
and Mr. MCDERMOTT. 

H.J. Res. 93: Mr. KING of Iowa. 
H. Con. Res. 40: Mr. KILDEE. 
H. Con. Res. 128: Mr. MARCHANT. 
H. Con. Res. 129: Mr. CHABOT, Mr. LEVIN, 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, and Mr. HONDA. 
H. Res. 14: Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H. Res. 220: Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. NADLER, 

and Mr. CAPUANO. 
H. Res. 647: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H. Res. 650: Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. 

GARAMENDI, and Mr. MARINO. 
H. Res. 660: Mr. SIRES and Mr. YOHO. 
H. Res. 683: Mr. KILDEE. 
H. Res. 684: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, 

Ms. HAHN, Mr. CONYERS, and Ms. EDDIE BER-
NICE JOHNSON of Texas. 

H. Res. 686: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, and Ms. EDWARDS. 

H. Res. 693: Mr. DESJARLAIS and Mr. 
LAHOOD. 

H. Res. 711: Mr. CÁRDENAS and Mr. GRI-
JALVA. 

H. Res. 712: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H. Res. 713: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia, Mr. PALLONE, and Mrs. LOWEY. 
H. Res. 717: Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 

SWALWELL of California, Mr. FITZPATRICK, 
Mr. BENISHEK, and Mr. HIGGINS. 

H. Res. 724: Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. KING of 
New York, and Mr. TAKANO. 
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